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THE  OEERATlUMS  (JF  21  ARMY  GROUP 

SECTION,  1  THE  INITIAL  LANDING 

A.  THE  ;  OBJECTIVES  AND  THE  BROAD  OUTLINE  ELAN  ■ 

1 •  The  object  of  the  operation  was  to  secure  a  lodgement  on 

the  Continent  from  which  further  offensive  operations  could  be  devel¬ 
oped.  , The  intention  of  the  Command- in-Chief  was  to  assault 

simultaneously  immediately  NORTH  of  the  CARENTAN  estuary,  and  between 
the  CARENTAN  estuary  and  the  River  ORNE,  with  the  object  of  securing 
as  a  base  for  future.  Operations,  a  lodgement  area  which  would  include, 
airfield  sites  and  the  port  of  CHERBOURG. 

2*.  In  broad  outline  the  plan  'was  as  follows:  - 

(a)  To  carry  out  airborne  landings  during  the  night  D  minus  l/D 
with  one  Brit  and  two  US  divs  in  order  to  protect  the  flanks  of 
the. area  in  which  the  assault  divs  were  to  land. 

(b)  To  assault , on  a  five-div  front  with  three  Brit  and  two  US 
divs  in  landing  ships  and  craft. 

(c)  To  land  two  follow-up  divs,  one  Brit  and  one  US,  later  on 
D  day  and  on  D  plus  1 . 

(a)  Thereafter -to  build  up  our  forces,  in  divs  .. 


British' 

United  States 

By  D  plus  4 

to 

# 

Si 

By  D  plus  12 

to 

9 

9 

By  D  plus  20 

to 

15 

9 

By  D  plus  35 

to 

•  15 

15 

NATAL  '  M  ..  •  r  ■ 

3«  ..Prior  to  the  operation,  anti  E-boat  and  anti  U-boat 

activities  in  the  Channel  and  the  Bay  of  Biscay  were  to  be  intensified, 
and  certain  protective  minelaying  was  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Assault  and  Follow-up  Forces  were  to  complete  their 
concentration, in  their  assembly  stations,  which  -extended  from  the 
THAMES  to  FALMOUTH,-  by  D  -minus  7*  For  the  sea  passage,  these  forces,  . 
accompanied  by- naval  escorts  and  minesweepers,  Y/ere  to  sail  from  their, 
assembly  stations,  towards  a  general,  area  SE  of  the  ISLE  OF  WIGHT.  On 
reaching  the  enemy  mine  barrier,  minesYieepers  vrere  to  svreep  ten 
passages  for  the.  leading  groups.  Subsequent  groups  ‘were  tc>  follow 
the  same  channels  which  v/ould  be  marked.  j-^bout  seven  miles  off  shore 
craft  we re  to  deploy  for  the  assault,  subsequently  adjusting  their 
movements  so  that  the  first  Y/ave  vrould  beach  at  H  hour. 

4.  The  naval  fire  support  plan  -was  based  on  the  neutralisation 

of  selected  strong  points  by  all  availaole  Yvcapons  rather  than  the 
weight  of  fire  being  spread  evenly  over  the  whole  length  of  beaches  to 
be  assaulted,  '  ' 

AIR  ••  '  : 

5.  In  general,  the  Air  FOrces  were  .Required  to  provide: - 

(a)  Air  defence  of  the  bases  in  the  UK  and  protection  of  coastal 
convoys  and  YYarships,  and  of  shipping' and  troop  concentrations 
in  the  assembly  areas. 


(b)  Strategical  bombing,  which  began  some the  h. 

operation,  and  included  the  treatment  of  certain  specified . 

targets  such  as  .-coastal  defenses  aril  catteries,  oil  -;---h 

^®talijtionsi,e*c*  These  were  carefully  co-ordinated . ~ 

■  th  -  other  -  methods  of  deception-  in-order  'tcv  miisleud  the 

-  enany  as  to- -the  -real- -point- of- -attaefc,'  -cal  meli.:-:,.. 

Protection  and  support  -to  the  actual  assault  and  to  the  -;--' 
assault.  'forces.  •  J .  ■ 

that  th_  ItY*8  le^arded  as  an  essential  prerequisite-  of  the  'aeration 
V  ^giTcer  f0rces  should  attain  and  maintain  an  air  situation 

1  i°rf™no0°W^h/rSed“  °f  t‘°tiDn  for  0ur  ***».  Hi thout  effective 
j-n  uericrence  by  the  German  air  force. 

TIMBIG  UP  THE-ASSAGI/T  ...  :  \i :  i  ..  . ;.  -•'  .  ‘  •’ 

it  was  deciL^tlfT  ^at  the.assault  forces  arrived  on  the  right  beaches, 
+  n  flll  ni801^,tU  the  dancings' would  be- made  in  daylight.  In  order 

before  ?  ff10d  ™tes  daylight  for  observed  bombardment 

landed -  ^  the’^r  +  -f &  iC;thG  rnaXirflLUa  nMaber  of  vehicles  to  be 
nautical^ twilightf ^  ^  ^  about  hours  after 

.,n  +  0„  _  H  hour  ^as  related: 'both:  to  nautical  twill c-ht  and  hish 
,at®ri  ?  day  was  dependent  on  the  phase  of  the  moon-  It  was  decided 

lop  fnal  jtltbliU1ng  tl1?  “»  ^iod  in  view  of“/  c/btno 

Owino-  to  b-d^eathtrthG  day  sele°ted  as  affording  the  desired  conditions. 
n g  tD  Dcid  father,  it  was -postponed  to  6  June.-  o 

MAIN  1ENANG  Ji  /  :/. 

7* •  *  Thc  p0rt  of  CHERBOURG  was  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the 

bTdon9attoD2htthetIb  f°hC“'  n“aintonanoe  of  th<s  Brit  forces  was  to 
An  essential  cert  ®  , and..  nan  or  P°^s  such  as  PORT  EN  BES3IN  T?8. 

-two  brefabri  +  e,nia^a'UG'nance  -project  was  the- -construct ion  of- 

(GOOSEBERR?)  Pi  I(‘C?d0^r<i-  MimsSSS)  A  Five  small  havens 

mBEERS  +n  aln°i  t°  med  W±°T  ItoV  the  dGVel-opaent  of  -thb 

SSeSrItS  sheltered  water  for  the  discharge  of  ferry  craft. 
GOOSEBERRIES,  -ere  to  be  formed -by-  sinking  ships-  off  the  coast. 

.  s^Qre,.  .maintenance -was  to  be  effected  bv  Beach  P  tnirrV;  " 

S£S°Srd' Z IS?aUlt  taiSadOS  f“r  i^ing,.  L?bcx„g  co-  . 

euv  ..  '  . '  y-  _  ©ach  Sue  _u.rea.HQs  as  early  as  possible,  -  Each  Beach 

frm  ISsTmll  tTr1!?^;" '?  day  a  3'each  Maintenance  Area'.and  'i?  was 
the  first  @  ?TOeS  ashore  were  to  be  maintained,  for 

Roaahead-s.  .'//  *"  ■  'L&tec>.  tne  H^s  were  t0  be  -merged  ,  in  to  Army  : 


B. 


enemy 


FORCES  AVAILABLE  ,  .  V/V  _  . 

div,  nn  ^Enerfly  disP°siti°ns  in  the  bridgehead  area  were  .five  inf 

behind  the  coast^  tW°  inf  divs  in  the  CHERBuURG  peninsula 

at  LI3IMJX  0  kr*  d?o?C^S‘  ■  Iamedlate  reserves  were  12  SS  Pz  Div 
au  UiblBUZ  Q  58  and  21  Pz  Div  at  CAEN  U  06. 

,,  •  there  were  three  para  and  five  inf  divs  with 

an  otijer  •  mf  div  in.  the.  CIUWEL.,.ISL.Jn!DSc  V  th 

above  infS5  the .  exception  of  the  two  divs  on.  the  RIGHT,  ,  all  the 
above  mf  divs  were  controlled  by  Seventh  .array. 


. .  ./Altogether 


! t  ■  Altogether,,  the  two  Army  Groups  controlled  by  C -in -O' WEST 
comprised  a  total  of  fifty-nine  dive,  (ten  Pz  type  and  forty-nine 
inf  typp) ,  of  which  the  main  strength  lay  in  the  PAS  DE  CALAIS’  area.  ’ 

COAST  BATTERIES 

3*  '  T.he  greatest  weight  of  fire  covered  the  .approaches,  to.  . 

CHERBOURG  and  the  entranc.es  to  the  SEINE.  Of  the  3?  battery 
positions  capable  of  firing  on  the  assault  beaches,  5®%  were  in 
casemates  of  reinforced  concrete  six  feet,  thick. 

The  approximate  distribution  of  fire  power’  was  as 

follows:-  ;■  .  :  ....  • 


Long  Range 
Artillery 
over  150  nan 

Medium  "’ 

Artillery 

Howitzers 

Field 

Artil^y 

(a)  Capable  of  firing  on  the 
beaches  '.VEST  of  the.. 
GARMTAN  estuary 

30  guns 

22  guns 

28  guns 

(b)  Capable  of  firing  on  the 
beaches  EAST  of  the 

CARENTAtN  .estuary 

6  " 

M 

12  " 

( c).  Capable  of  firing  on  the 

beaches  between  ARRUMANCHES 
T88  and  OUISTREHAM  U17 

12  " 

12  guns 

12  " 

48 

34 

52 

COAST- ^DEFENCES  ’  '• 

10.  All  beaches  were  obstructed  with  underwater  obstacles.  In 
February .  1 3- 44,.  the  en any.  began  his  policy  of.  obstructing  beaches  with 
underwater  .obstacles,1  ‘  starting  at  high  water  'liiark  . and  . working  towards 
low  water  mark,  thickening,  up  the  obstacles  in.  dopth.  as  the  months 
went  by.  Many  obstacles  were  mined  with  Tellermines  or  had-  shells 
fixed  on  to  them,  whilst  there  were  Tellermines  attached  to  floating 
rafts.  Many  of  these  obstacles': were  totally  submerged  at  high  tide. 

1 1.  >  •  The  enemy  defensive  system  along  the  Channel  Coast, 

popularly  known  as  the  Atlantic  Wall,,  consisted  of  a  strong  crust  of 
concrete  and  field  defence,  works  designed  to  bring  the  maximum  fire 
cower. ..to  bear  upon  beaches  suitable  for  landing  operations,  and  at  the 
same  time,  to  oxfer  to  the  defender  the  maximum  protection  from  aerial 
and  sea  bombardment.  No  great  defence  in  depth  was  developed,  the 
enemy  appreciating  that  any  .attacking  force  would  so  be-  weakened;  by  _ 
the  fire  power  of  the  coastal  defences  that  it  would  be’ ably  'deaTt' with 
by  mobile1'  armd. reserves  located  in  rear  of  the-  beaches,.:  y:  y  ’ 

12.  All  ports,  even  pan  or  ones  suck  as  PORT  M  BE3SIN,  T  7  3  and 
oUISTREHAM  U  17  were  heavily  defended.  .Elsewhere  'there  was  a  chain 
of  inf  strong  points  along  the  coast  at  approximately  1000  yards 
intervals  and  extending  inland  to  a  depth  of  some  200  yards.  These 
were  roughly  of  platoon  strength,  the  largest  concentrated  at  likely 
exits  from  suitable  beaches .  which  were  blocked  by  anti-tank  walls, 
road  blocks,  minefields  and  ditches.  They  were  well  supplied  with 
support  weapons,  medium  machine  guns,  mortars  and  anti-tank  guns, 

and  sometimes  included  a  French  75  mm  gun  or  a  German  light  howitzer. 


.  ./Gaps 


-  4  - 

Gai?s  between  sir or. gpoint  s_  were  mined,  wifed  and  covered  by  fire, 
and  Y/hdr'e'' 'tile1  gaps  were  tod.  wide,  'they  were."  flooded)  if  the.  ground,  A. 
permitted;  Wire  was-  used  profusely  to  protect  all  ’ defensive  posit¬ 
ions.  Use  was  also  made  of  static  flame  throwers  and  demolition, 
vehicles  such  as  Goliaths.  —  Go....... 

1 3*  •  ;Two"'--further  ‘-en-erny-  def ensiVe- measures  "had  to.be'.  con  si  dered:'- 

(a)  Inundations  ih- rear  of  suitable  beaches.  These  were" most 
prominent  in  rear  of  the- beaches  in  the  CARINTAN'  T  48  -  area,  and  in 
rear  of  G0URSSQLLE3  T  98  in  the  Brit  sector. 

(b)  The  extensive  obstructions  by  the  use  of  stakes,  many  of" 
which  were  mined,  of  all  areas  suitable  for  air  landing  operations. 

G,  FUBAiTiUNS- UNDER  CumMAND  OF  21  ,tJM Y  GROUP  AND  THEIR 
ALLOCATION  TO  TASKS 

14.  C-in-C,  21  Army  Group  worked  in  cO-oper.atiorrYri.tti  Allied 

Naval  Commander  Expeditionary  Force,  and  Air  Comrabri  dor- in  -Chief  Allied 
Expeditionary  .-Force  at  a  Combined  HQ  established  at '  FURTSfSOUTH. 

The  military  forces  under' C-in-C. :.2 1  ■Ai.iuy.'Grbup  -were 

Assault  Armies  -  First  US  "Army 

Second  .Brit  .Army  .  ■ 

Follow-up  11  -  Third  US 'An%'  "  '  ' 

First  Cdh/A.rmy  ; 

„15. _ _  For.  the  ...assault,  .the,,  allied  Naval  Forces  were  allotted  as 

follows:  - 

. . . . . . les.tejn.. Task. .Force. .  To  First  US  Army 

Eastern  Task  Force  To  Second  Brit  Army 

16.  The  Tactical  Air  Forces  were  allotted  as  follows: - 

dim  ;  Ninth  Tactical  Air  Force  (US')  T o  First;  US  Army' 

Second-  ;  "  '  "  "  (Brit)  ""  To  Second  Brit  Arr.y 

.In:  addition,.'  the  assaulting- forces  had -the  assistance- of 
power-ful  .Allied.  Air'-Forees  based  in  the  UK.-  The  Toll  owing  table 

gives-  approximate; 'figures  of  the  total'  air  forces’ available: - 


HeaVy  Day  Bombers 

1400 

Heavy.  Night  Bombers 

1 150 

Medium  and  Light  Bombers 

830 

Day  Fighters 

2230 

Night  Fighters 

170 

Fighter  Bombers. 

■  560 

6340 


FIRST  US  ARM! 

17*  First ' USAlrry- v/as;  to  as>aault  -between  TARKEVTLLE  T  4299. 

and  the: -QARMfTAN  estuary  4590  (UTAH- -area)  ,-  and- between  VIERVlLLS- 
SUR.-MER  6591'  -and  CCLLLV'ILLE-SUE-La3R  6888'  -  (OMAHA"  area)  .  '  its  tasks 
in  order  of  priority  wero:--y  -'  .  '  ,.  '  -' 


. . ./(  a) 


(a;  To  cap-cure  CHERBOURG-  as  quickly  as  possible, 

^  ?oCl+K  th^  VIERVIIiE“SIIR"i®R  -  . COLEEVILIB-_SUR_lv22R  beach- 

,  ;  ?• .  ^ 

thG  HIS2‘  Objectives  of  its 

(a) .  Airborne  landings ,  night  D  minus  1/d. 

^  m2-/nifl30;rne  Div  to  land  in  the  area  ^  of  ST'" MERE  EGLISE 
1  to  secure  the  Northern  and  Western  flanks  of  101 
Airborne  Div,  to  seise  ST  MERE  EGLISE  if  possible  and  to 
destroy  Bridges  over  R  DOUTES. 

(ii)  101  Airborne  Div  to  land  in  the  Area  of  ST  MERE  EGIUSE 
■ to  Proteat  ^  -LEFT  flank  of  4  inf  Div  landing  from' the 
sea  ana  to  seize  CARENTAN.  Later  it  was  to  join  up 
with  V  Corps,  ^ 

(b)  Seaborne  landings, 

n  xn  CT^V,r^-rlana  aild  seize  a‘  bridgehead  betv?een  QUINEVILEE 
'■  0  -3Q..and  Si  MARIE  DU-  MONT  T49  and  to  'join, up  with  and.  if 
necessary,  reinforce  the  two  airborne  divs, 

dar  713.3  a  h!?  2Tp£iJas  tQ  on  th0  “PI.  The  objective  for  D 

TTOES  T68  anr™SMs‘ V*  «?  in°luSive 

bv  1  US  Tn-F  -nT-ir  / .  ?8*  ?- 10  aShault  was  to  be  carried  out 

of  29  US  Tnf  Div  i  iS  °nG  resaEienta-L  c°rabat  team)  with  one  combat  team 
comha-h  L s  D  lu  f  0r  comand-  29  US  I«f  Div  (less  one  regimental 
command  t  i  tae  remaining  combat  team  of  1  US  Inf  Div  under 

itf  ^’^J  4-  n  bGllnd  1  US  Div  and  conc  on  the  RIGHT  where 
under  command  found-  In  addition,  two  bns  of  RANGERS 

Of  pouhb  m  WE %9°rpS  wore  nd  ani  destroy  tho  °oastal 

(?ne  EDs )  SbTTI  frTTT  *°  bo,1“?flod  in  tho  assault  wire  too  Tank  Bns 
^one  DDs;  with  VH..US  Corps-,  and  three -Tank  Bns  (two  DDs)  with  V  Corps. 

SECOND  BRIT  ARMY  •  ■  ’  ^ 

atri  v  nvm?Sm^nd  Br:i:t  JiXmy  7aS  to  assault  between  PORT  EN  BESSIN  T78 

was  to  secure  and  develop  a  bridgehead  SOUTH  of 
„hW!llnnJ  °!fi0OT  T76  ~  a®T  U06  and  SE  of  OAEN  in  order  to -secure 
airfield  sites  and  to  protect  the  flank  of  First  US  Army  while  the  '  '  ' 
latter  captured  CHERBOURG  and  the  BRITTiEY  ports. 

^2*  30  Corps  was  to  assault  on  the  RIGHT.  The  objective  for  D 

cay  was  the  town  of  BAXEUX  T77  arid  the  road  BAXEUX  -  CAEN  to  the  inter- 
corps,  boundary  with  1  Corps.  The  RIGHT  flank  of  30  Corps  was  to  be 
ecneiqned  back  NORTH  tow-ards  the  beach  at  PORT  EN  BESSIN. 

_rV1..  .  ,  nT^c „af®auit  was  to  be  carried  out  by  50  Inf  Div  which  had  an 
additional  inf  ode  under  command.  The  task  of  tho,  div  was  to  - 
penetrate  the  beach  defences  between  IE  HAMEL  T88  and  LA  RIVIERE  T98 

^  ®e°^5_a  position-  which  would  include  BAXEUX.  and  the  area 

01  iager  T87.  The  assault  was  to  be  made  on  a  two  bde  front, 

WA_  ,  :  PORT  EH ^BESSIN  was  to  be  captured  by  47  (EM)  Commando,  who 

were  to  land  at  LE  HAMEL. 


23*  .  1  Corps  -was  to  assault  on  .the  IEFT. 

lormations  were  as.  follows; - 


Objectives  of  the 


«  6  - 


(a)  ;  Airborne" landings ^  night  D  minus  1/d.  '• 

6  Airborne  Div  (less  one  Me)  .to  land. EAST  of  CASK  with  the 
task  of  seizing  the  bridges  over  the  OENE  at  BENQYILIE  U07 
'and' '  RSlWiEuEiS  •  Ul7.  In  conjunction  with  1  SS  Bde,  who  .  werey 
landing  "WEST  of  the  OENE  at  H  hour,  the',  div  was  then  to  seize 
the  coast  defences  in  the  FRMCEYILLE  Ul?  -  CABOURG  U27  area 
from  the  rear,  .  They  were  to  dominate  the.  area  GUISTESHtiM'-  - 
CABOURG  -  TRGAEN  Ul6  -  CAEN  in  order  to  protect  the  LEFT' 
flank  and  prevent  interference  with  the -beaches  WEST  of  the 
OENE.  "  ;v  .•  ...  .  '  ' 

(b)  Seaborne  landings,  '  '  .  .. 

(i)  '  3  Cdn  Div  to  assault  on  a  .'two  bde  front  at  the  mouth 
.  .  of"  the  SEULLES  T98  river A  .  .Task  to  secure  the  general 
line  of  the  BAYEUX--  CAEN  railway  between  PUTOT-BK- 
BE33IN  T9172  and  the  'western  outskirts  of  CAEN. 

(ii)  3  Brit  Div  to  assault  on  a  one  . bde.:  front  between 

LION  SUE  MSR  U0681  and  QUISTRSBAM.  Task  to  secure 
the  high  ground  NORTH  of ‘Ci'iEN;.and3;.- if  .  possible,  CAEN 
itself,.;'  to  relieve -S  Airborne  Div  on  the  bridges  over 
the  CANAL  DS  'GAEN  and  the  S  OENE .  at  BENOUVIUE  and 
RAN/ILLE, 

(iii)  if-  SS  Bde, ;  With'  two'  Commandos,  had  the  tasks  of 

cleaning  up  the  area  between  3  Cdn  and  3  Brit  Divs  ,. 
and  of  moving  inland  and  seizing  bridges  over  the  , 

. . ;;;  /•  '  :  E'  SEULLES,  ■  "  '.  ,  ' 

One  Commando  of  1  S3  Bde  was  to  -clear  ,  the  coast  on  the  ■ 
LEFT  of  ;  3  Brit  DiV  :  up  to  and  including.  QUISTEEBAM,  while 
the  rest  of  the  Bde  crossed  the  OENE  to  operate  with  6 
Airborne  Diva 

2A.  Armoured  forces  to  be  landed  in  the  assault,  wenp:  - 

8  Armd  Bde  (including  two  DD  Regts)  with  50  Div 

2  Cdn  Armd  Bde  (including  one  DD  Regt)  with  3  Cdn  Div  - 

.2.1  Armd, Bde  (including  two  DD  Regts)  with  3  Brit  Div 

In  addition,  each  Corps  had  approximately  one  regt  of 

FLAILS , .  and  one'  regt'  of  ATEEs,  with  a  proportion  of  CROCODILES* 

ASSAULT  FIFE  PLAN  r  •{  ...  "  v'A.  .  .  , 

25.  ...  •  .  The  j0lnt- "fire  •plan- fall's  .into  the.  following  phases; - 

Phase  1  Preliminary  "'Softening  up’H  bombardment  prior,  to  D  day, 

'  was -entirely  an -air.  commitment,  ;.SQme.30  bomber 
Attacks  wore  made  on  coastal  batteries  in  the  assault 
area  bc-fere'  D  day. 

Phase  2  .‘Silencing  of  hostile  batteries,  during  the  seaborne  -  .. 

approach,  ■■ 

"  This  was  a  joint  naval  andrair- responsibility.;,  :  :  . Thes¬ 
pian  included;  - 

(a)  Night  D  minus  1/d  attack  on! 10  Cattery  positions 
.each  by  100  Brit  night  bombers.  5,300  tons  of 
bombs  were •  dropped.  r  - 

o • » /( ir ) 


-  t  - 

(ii)  Prior  to  H  hour.  Heavy  day  "bombers  of  US  Air  Forces 
on  "battery  positions  and  defended  looalities.  Over 
5  ,,900  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped, 

(iii)  Prior  to  H  hour.  pre-arranged  silencing  of  hostile 
batteries  by  6  battleships,  2  monitors  and  22 
cruisers. 

Phase  3  Close  support  of  the  assault  troops  during  the  run-in  to 
the  beaches  and  the  assault  across  them. 

This  was  a  "free-for-all"  period  when  destroyers,  close 
support  naval  craft,  the  Royal  Marine  Aumd  Support  Group 
in  LOTS,  and  the  self  propelled  div  artillery  all  engaged 
pre-arranged  or  opportunity  targets  while  medium  and 
fighter  bombers  engaged  areas  farther  inland, 

93  destroyers  were  available  for  the  ..operation;  there 
was  a  total  of  11-7  close  support  craft  of  various  types 
equipped  with  guns,  mortars,  spigot,  bombs  etc. 

phase  4  Support  of  inf  as  they  worked  inland,  until  their  own 
artillery  could  come  into  action  ashore. 

After  completion  of  primary  task  of  silencing  batteries, 
the  battleships,  monitors  and  cruisers  were  available  to 
bombard  opportunity  targets  as.  necessary.  The  more 
intimate  support  was  to  be  provided  by  the  Royal  Marine 
Armd  Support  Group.  Equipped  with  75mm  CENTAUR  tanks, 
there  were  available  3  batteries,  each  of  4  troops. 


D.  OTHER  RESOURCES  AVAILABLE  TO,  21  ARM!  GROUP 

26.  ...  The  following  naval  craft  were  employed  in  the  operation: - 

(a)  western  and’ Eastern  Task  Forces,  including  Bombardment 
Squadrons:  - 

6  Battleships  93  Destroyers 

2  Monitors  574  Other  Warships 

..  .  22  Cruisers  ,  312  Minesweepers 

(b)  Close  Support  Squadrons 

147  craft  of  ;  various  types 

(c)  Landing  craft,  4,266. 

•  .(d)  Merchant  ships  employed  on  cross  channel  service. included 
"  400  coasters,  225  liberty, ships  with  a  gross  registered 
tonnage  .  of  2-4  million  tons. 

E.  SUCCESS  :  ACHIEVED 

27,  The  operations  up  to  the  capture  of  CHERBOURG  may  oe  divided 
into  two  phases;- 

Phase  1  6  to  15  June.  The  ’’Break-In''.  The  initial  landing 

and  establishment  of  a  firm  bridgehead  with  a  continuous 
front. 

Phase  2  16  to  30  June.  Development*  The  cutting  of  the 

~  CHERBOURG  Peninsula,,  capture  of  CHERBOURG  and  enlarge¬ 

ment  of  bridgehead  SOUTH  of  BAYEUX. 


ASE'i 


6  J'iine 


The  airborne  landings  'were'  successful; 


82  US  Airborne  Div 


landed.,  in  approxiniately  the  area  planned,  and  captured..  and  held  ST  MERE 
■'EGlIoEj  The  roads'  leading  into  the  beach  area,  were' 'blocked  and  the  Div 
carried  out  its  task.  '101  US*" Airborne '  Div  was  spread  over  a  large  area, 
generally  in  the  planned  zone,  but  captured  ST’  MRTIN  DE  YAERAVILLE 
14198  and  P0UP1EVILLE  T4393.J  and  held.  this,  .ground  throughout  „tjie_ day. 


3 mail  casu; 


6 ,  Airborne  uiv  inadb  a'  successful  landing,  with  comparatively 
nlties.  "The  bridges  at"  BEIlOUViHE  and  31A3SYILIE  were  seized 


•' intact  by.:  a  coup/de  main;  '  three  bridges’  over  the'.R  DIVES  were 
■effectively' destroyed;  A  limited  bridgehead  was' 'established  t 


across 


the-  'ORNE',  arid  although  it  was  heavily  counter-attacked:  by  troops  of 
21  Panzer  Div, '  it  waA\ safely  held; 

29.  The-  weather  was  fir  from  ideal  for  seaborne  landings,  but 

in  spite  of  the  'discomfort  and  dislocation  caused- thereby,  all  the 
assault  divs  got  ashore,  and  the  coastal  defences  were,  broken  through 
in  the  face  of ^'stubborn "resistance,  ■ 

;0n  UTAH  beach,  ;  4  US  "Inf  Div  made  a  .successful  landing  aided 
by  30  BD  tanks  which  trore  launched- about  5, (-*00  yards  offshore.  By  . 
nightfallj.it  had  secured  an  initial 'holding  some  4,000  yards  long, 

■tit  one.  point  had  penetrated  to  a  depth  of  Heard y  10,000  yards. 
fe'aS't-Wa-S'1  established  withAIOI  Airborne' Div.  'u' 


ana 

Gont.' 


On  OMAHA,  beach  a  high  sea  was  running,  the  enemy  was  in 
greater  strength  than  was  anticipated  and  casualties  were  severe, 
nevertheless  a  foothold  was  gained  and  a  beachhead  little  more  than  a 
mile  deep  was  secured,  it-  .  J  ........  ..  --'4..;. -i  _ 


30.-  /,rr  In  the  'Second.  Brit  Army  sector,  50  Inf  Div  quickly  est- 
aolishod  a  beachhead  although  the  village  of  ,LE  HAMIT,  was  strongly 
nola  cxn©.' , was.- not  .captured;  until' 1  700  hours'  Although  the  final,' 
objectives  for  the  day  wero  not  taken,  by  nightfall  the1  forward 
troops  were  on  the  high  ground  EAST  of  BA7EUX  from  YAUX  SUR  AUEE 
17884  to  ERECT  8878  and  contact  was  made  with  3  -Cdn  Div  on  the 
LEFT,  though  not  .with  .;the  ..Americans, 


31 .  On  the  front  of  1  Corps  the  assault  wont  very  much 

according  to  plan.  Although  there  was  .-  much  mortaring  and  shell¬ 
ing  of  the  beaches,  on  the  RIGHT  3  Cdn  Div  reached  its  first  objective 
by  1030  hours.  The  advance  .'.continued  during  the  day  against  heavy 
opposition  from  716  Inf  Div.  By  nightfall,  however,  the  Div  had 
reached  a  line  CRSUILY  19080  -  BEM-iY-SUR-lBR  19680.  '  ■  ) 

To  'the.  LEFT,.  5  Brit. Div.  cap, tiffed  0TJISTHEHAM  and  advanced 
inland,-  corning,  in  .-  contact,  with  inf.  of  21  Panzer  Div.  It  was  counter¬ 
attacked  in  the  area  of  BLEVTIIE  TJQ574  hut  by  dark  was  established  on 
the  lino  PERRIERS-8TJR-LE-DAN  BO576  -  HENODVILOS  whore  it  was  in  con¬ 
tact  with  6  Airborne  Div. 

Between  3  Cdn  and.  3  Brit  Divs  the  enemy'wero  stiil'  in' 
possession  of  DOUIRES  U018p,  and  on  the-  extreme  LEFT,  GAB0URG  re¬ 
mained' in  enemy  hands.-  ”  ’  '  -  ’ 


and/the-io, 

;;.u 


Philo  all  the  planned  objectives  had  not  been  captured, 
ss'e's1  sustained  b'^.Y-:4)'S  'Gb!rpS'''had  boc-n  •  heavy,  'the  .boachl; 
.aas  generally  -were  secure  and  unloading  was'  proceeding  in  spite  of 
a  choppy  soa.  No  serious  counter-attacks  were  received  ,  and  the 
coastal  defences  were  effectively  neutralised  by  the  bombing  and 
shelling'.  -  The- -Allied  Air  Forces- flew  some  ' 1-11 ,000  -sorties  during::, 
the- .first  24  hours -of  the  operation.,  -.w  e  ■■  L  .  .  Aw  -•  w  . 

7/15  June 

3;-»  “ffbnpt-he.  First  US  Army  sector,  VII  and  V  US  Corps  joined  up 

on  10  June.  CAKEHTAN  was  captured  on  12  June  and  progress  was  made 
further  NORTH  towards  M0NTEB0URG  OpO.  On  10  June  V  Corps  began  a 

. .  ./successful 


successful, advance  SOUTH  across  the  road  'CARENTAN  -  Bi'sIEOX  They  made 
■  ^  WlLtl1 ,5°  Corps  on  the  11th,  quickly  cleared  the  FORET  DE  CERISY 

June  Pressing  on  through  BALEEROX  T66,  secured  CAUMONT  t75  on  14 

.  ,  0n  Second  toy  front  enemy  tanks  were  in.  contact  all  along  the 

On  the^I®|PrByr™C  pr0grefS  was  Eade  everywhere  except  El  of  CAM. 

advance  orvJUS^  sVm^CnP  ed  °n  7  June>  ^  in  co^°™ity  with  the 
ot  7  UJTTC®Pns>.  ^°  Corps  thrust  SOUTH  on  the  axis  TILLY -SUR- 

f^dfn  the  cllS^f  B°GfE  85*  &aVy  enaa*  resistance  was  enoount- 
w 2  outfit T  b°°age  countrF  adld  TILLX-8UH-SEULLES  held  out.  It 
BOOAPP  ?  °n  the  d7EST  by  7  .^md  Div  who  pushed  on  to  TOLERS 

50  iS  Sv  Zia  C°?GllGd  t0  ^thdraw  to  the  high  ground  N¥  of  the  town. 
50  Ini  Div  held  a  firm  base  NORTH  of  TILLY. 

delivered  sever ff  nt  S1Q-'eneniy  was  ^ing  op  his  amour,  which 
Scclss  ?  ^WtaCkS  EAST  and  REST  of  the  ORNE  without 

of  BREviLLE^Tn^;0^^^0?^  £os/tlons  were  improved  by' the  capture 
by  77  ■'  oa  d-^  June  oy  6  Airborne  Div  who  v/ere  nov;  reinforced 

one  para-  nS  ?  S  t]4S'  phase  the  enei~Y  had  committed  three  panzer, 

P  ra  and  two  im  dxv-s  in  attempts  to  seal  off  Allied  penetrations.  ' 

divs  as  hone  ^  PdrsJ,  Ug  n°w  had  six  inf,  one  armd  and  two  airborne 
i.vs  had  landedf  Sector  fiv"e  inf>  onC  arnd  and  one  ^borne 

S&2-  16/30  June 

FIRST  US  ARMY 

wwio  i  Ihe- primary  task,  of  Eirst  .US  Army  was  to  capture  CHERBOURG 
s/m  SeJX»ffi!Parati°n3  SOlJIH.and  S»  tfeough -the:  front:  .-oBtJreen  ’ 

end  the  a  AH  fHH  !teE  Yas  t0,cut  the  °EEBB0DIiG  Peninsula  and  to  this 
VIC0MTE  T10  nf5*  !tarYd  °n  16  Junc-  On  tills. day,  ST,  SiSJVSJR  EE 
troops  astride  th/sOETH  “sow/ ^  Tr™  f  3.  US  Inf.  Div  had 

wnm  sm  X  tos.  "  9  PQa  rp* tBe  'yioinit3r  <*'■■  . 

frnw+  '  -0i\.19  June-}  7IL  dS  Corps  advanced  on  CHERBOURG. on  a  three  div 

and  BRICQTffiBPrSm°n  a  broad  front  through  MOETEBOURG  030,  7AIOGNES  020 
n  :  0dd*  the  Corps  closed  on  the  defoncos  of  the  port, 

bombin'?1*516  thl  reducti'°?  of  the  fortress  started,  helped  by  systematic 

and  So*dhvshT  redGUtt  -■  F0RT  DE  E0TJLE  -  captured  on  25th, 

comd  eted^  die*1  surre'A<dered,  By  30  June;,  mopping  uH'vras  - 

mp^etea  -  and  the  Peninsula  REST  of  .CHERBOURG  was  cleared.  \  e  - . 

fhn  °n  1i  June>  7  US  corps  attacked  to  capture  BERIGNY  T 606-5  and 

of  rc/£afSH  <*  it.  Ihe  town  was  token,  hat  in  spite 

raaindor ■  nt  ck3.geihiGil  8*9“”*  remained  in  enemy, hands,- o  The  re- 
nos-? +•? ons  Zae  ^f^th'Was'  spent  in  .reorganisation -and. improving  the-  : 

on^  wnile  the -main  effort,- ws.s  .concentrated;  up  in  the  NORTH.. 

SECOND  BRIT  msx 

t -pTrnm^/ matrons  were  directed  to.  the  capture  of  0AM- whereby  a 
og  ■  T  flank-  would  bo "  provided,  for,  .the  bridgehead. 

„„„  Initially  it  was  hoped  that  CASH  would  be  captured  by  a 
P 3°  °0rp!33  driving  SE  from  TILLY  SUR  SEULLES  was  to 
ross  the.  0RNE  NORTH  of  TI^jet  NAiGQURT  T94,  while  the  newly  arrived  8 

... /Corps 


10 


Corps  crossed  the  /  ORNE  NORTH'  of  CAEN  and;  drove ;  SW  to  .meet  ’  30-  .Corps-. 
Owi-'iig-  to  lack-  of  room  to  '  deploy  EAST  of  the.  OENE  it '  was  "finally 
decided  that  '8  'Corps  should  form  part  of  the  RIGHT  pincer,  while  1 
Corps  carried  out  a  limited  operation  to  secure  the  DEFT  flank  of  the 
.Army, 

3®A  f  In  pursuance  of  this  general  intention,  30  Corps  continued 
•Its  ’operations  around  TILLY  which  was  finally  captured  ,  with  H0TT0T 
on  19  June  after  some- fierce  fighting.  .. 

:  ;■  '  Regrouping  now  took  place, '  and  8  Corps  was  interposed  ' 

between  30  and  1  Corps. 

39c  The  plan- in  outline  was; -  . 


p  30  Corps  (49  .and.  30  Inf  Divs  Secure  the' area  N0YERS  86,  protect 
'  7  Armd  Div)  RIGHT  flank  of .  8  Corps  and  exploit 

towards  AUNAY  SUR  0D0N  T8|*-, 

'  '  :  ;  “  '  . Operations  to  start  25  June. 


8  Corps  (15,  and  43  Inf  Divs  Break  out  on  front  of  3  Cdn  Div,  , 
11' Anmd  Div)  force  crossings  of  R  0D0N  and  R 

OENE"  and  secure  high  ground'  NE'  of 
.  BRETTEVILIE  SUE  LAIZE  U05. 

■■  .  Operations  to  start  26  June. 

1  Corps  Hold  a  firm  bridgehead  EAST  of  the 

OENE  near  CAEN,  ( ....  Prepare  to  attack 
CAEN  from  the  NOETH’ if  ■"opportunity- 
offered. 


Minor  operations  to  start  23  June.' 

2f0*  4  On  25  June,  30  Corps,  attacked  SOUTH  ' across  the  road  0AUM0NT  - 

GriEN.  49  Div  captured  EONTENAT-LE-PESNEL  T8767  by  nightfall  and  pushed 
on  along  the  high  ground  SE.  Attempts  to  hold  BEETlEVILLETTE  8864  were 
unsuccessful  in  the  face  of  repeated  counter-attacks,  but  a -firm  hold 
whs  secured  on  the  EAUBAT  feature  about  I-  mile  NOETH  . of  the  village 
on  27  Juno.  ‘ 


On  8  Corps  front,  15  Div  attacked  between  IE  MESNIL  PATEY 
1°970  and  NOEREY-EN -BESS IN  T9270  on  26  June.  There  was  some  very 
fierce  opposition  in  the  close  country.,  but  by  the  following  day  the 
div  had  secured  a  bridgehead,  over  the  ODON  NORTH  of,  GAVRUS  T9362.  . 

The-  11  Arnd  D.iv  was  brought  up  to.  secure  the  high  ground  EVRECY 
1)92593-  ESQUAY  T'956l  and  to  seise  the  R  OENE  crossing,  '  On  28  June, 
it  captured  the  high  ground  around  pt  112  9562,  while  the  inf  divs 
were  engaged  in  mopping  up  and  widening  the  corridor  across  the  ODON.  . 

By  -29  June,  enemy  reactions  to  the  8  Corps  thrust  had  become 
most  violent.  Along  the  front  from  JUVIGNI  T8566  to  CAEN,  eight 
panzer  divs  were  corihentratha.  It  was  decided  that  the  Corps  would 
concentrate  on  holding  the  ground  won  while  further  regrouping  took, 
place,  '  • ;- 


0n  1  Corps  front,  51  Inf  Div  improved  the  ORNE  bridgehead  by 
securing  ST.HONORINE  U0971  after  a  stiff  fight,  while  a  limited  attack, 
y  3  Brit  Div  NORTH  of  CAEN  on  27  June,  met  very  fierce' ■resistanee. 


Ey  the  end  of  Juno ,  both  Allied  armies  were  facing.-  SOUTH  and 
the  stage  was  being  set  for  the  defeat  of  the  German  forces  in  NORMANDY. 
He  haa  committed  a  panzer  Corps  brought  from  RUSSIA,  and. to  compensate 
or  shortage  of  inf  was.,  bringing  battle  groups  from  the  inf  divs  in 
BRITTANY  and  SOUTH  of  the  LOIRE,  '  7"4  ‘ 

'  •  -  .  .../The  Tactical 


-  11  - 


,  ,  Taf ;  Metical  Forces  had.  provided  continuous-  close-  support 

to  the. -.ground '-troops' when  weather  conditions  permitted,  and  little  was 
seen  of  the  German  Air  Force  by  day.  At  night,  Luftwaffe: -attempts  to 
bomb  uhe  beachhead  were  generally  ineffective. 

^-2.  From  D  Day  to  30. June,  .274,000  tons  of  stores  'and  9,920  ’A' 

vehicles' were  landed  for  Second  Brit;  tony. 

» 

For  21  Army  Group  requirements, .570  Liberty  ships,  788 
Coasters,  and  §,899.  other  vessels.,  arrived  in  FRANCE  - between  D  plus  1 
and  30  June,  -  -.  5 


,  I4SSES  IIIFLIC'I'ED  ON  THE  ENEML  UP  TO  THE  'CAPTURE'  OF'  CHERBOURG 

43.  In  CHERBOURG :  itself,,  the  enemy  lost  39,000  prisoners,1  in 

all,  on  21  Army  Group  front  it  Was  estimated  that  his  losses  in  prisoners, 
killed  and  long-term  wounded  amounted  to  about  90,000  men. 


G-.  CASUALTIES  SUSTAINED  BY  UR 

41,  Brit  and  Cdn  casualties  from  D:  day  to  30  June:- 


.  Killed 

founded 

■  Missing  ' 

Total 

Brit  2,960 

14,299 

4,450 

.  ...  21,7Q9: 

Cdn  396 

1,516 

1,177 

3,089 

Total  3,356 

15,815  ; 

5,627 

24,798 
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SECTION  2  THE  BATTLES  LEADING  UP  TO  FALAISE  AND  THE  BREAK-OUT 
A. '  -  GENERAL  1LAN;  Off  -  'THE  BATTLE 

45. "'  The  enemy  had -been  strongly  reinforced,  but  his  counter  attacks 

up  to  date,  though  fierce,  had  been  spasmodic  and  unco- of din at ed. 

The  Allies  had  gained  the  initiative  from  the  beginning  and  there  had 
been  no  setbacks.  .A  y  -yf  :  ';i  "-./'A  T  ■  . 

46.  ..The  build-up  for  the  break-through  was  to  take  place  on  the 
EIGHT  while  the  "enemy  was  to  batter'  himself 'against  a  strongly  held 
pivot  in  the  GAM  area  on  the  LEFT.  In  the  plan  for  July,  therefore,.  ■ 
Second  Army  was  to  continue  to  contain  the  main  enemy  force  betwden- 
VILLeRS  BOOitGE  and  CAEN  and  draw  to  itself  its  main  strength.  On 

the  EIGHT,  First  US  Army  was  to  advance  SOUTH  in  the  first  stage  of  a 
move  which,  it.  was.  hoped,  would  eventually  clear  BRITTANY  and  bring  it 
in  2-  position  ...to  cut  off  any  withdrawal  EuBT.... which  was  to  be  forced, 
upon  the  energy. 

A  strong  force  positioned  in  the  area  LE  MANS  -  ALENCUN  would, 
it  was  appreciated,  seriously  threaten  the  enemy's  concentration  in  the 
GAM  area-  or  his  retreat  should  events  turn  against  him,. 

All  the  bridges  over  the  SEINE  between  PARIS  and  the  sea  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  Allied  Air  Forces.-  . U.  ... 

47.  Tasks  were  accordingly  allotted  to  Armies  as  f  clients;  - 
(a.)  Second  Brit  .Army  . . 

(i)  To  hold  the  main  enemy  forces  in  the  area  between 
VILLERS  BUCAGE  and  CAEN.-  IT  - 

( ii)  To  develop  operations  for  the  capture  of  CAEN  as  soon  as 
possible. 

( iii)  To  oe  certain  of  repulsing  the  expected  counter  attack 
with  its  own  resources  to  enable  the  operations  of 
First  US  Army  in  the  REST  to  proceed  undisturbed.  To 
this  end  Second  j.rmy  was  to  hold  7  Armd  Div  in  Army 
reserve. 

(b)  First  US  Army 

To  devlop  an  offensive  Southwards  starting  on  3  July,.  The 
initial  object  of  this  offensive  was  to  open  a  gap  pivoting 
on  CAUMONT.  Through  this  gap  was  to  pass  the  remainder  of 

the  US  forces  which  would,  on  the  RIGHT,  enter  and  clear  the 
BRITTANY  peninsula,  and  on  the  LEFT,  sweep  SOUTH  of  the 
"bocage"  country  to  the  area  LAVAL  -  MAYENNE  -  ALENCGN  -  LE 
MANS. 

B.  THE  ENEMY  BUILD-UP 

^-8.  By  30  June,  the  enemy  had  committed  eight  Panzer,  one  PG,  one 

Para  plus  elements  of  a  second,  and  nine  Infantry  Divs,  with  elements  of 
five  more  -  altogether  some  twenty-five  divs. 

The  month's  fighting  had  cost  him  the  equivalent  of  six  inf  divs. 
709  Inf  Div  was  completely  written  off  on  the  capture  of  CHERBOURG,  while 
77,  91,  243,  352  and  716  Inf  Divs  had  suffered  crippling  losses. 


. . .  /c. 


Q 


21  ARfer-,.GRCp:p  BUILDHJp  Duffij  TO  2^  ,TTH.Y 


49«  American 


i1  ii'St  US  Army  -  Pour.  Corps 

Four  Arad  Divs 
Thirteen  Inf  Divs 


Brit  and  Cdn  Armies  -  pive  Gorps 

Four  Arod  Divs  , 

"  '  Ten  Inf  Divs 

One  Airborne  Div 
Seven  Amid  Bdos  • 

'  "  '  79  Arrud  Div 

■;4  SUCCESS  aCHIEVmD 
OPERATIONS  UP  TO  THE  BREAK-OUT  UU  25  Jirr.T 

on*EA''EpE°DU5IUITS,TVt8I  ^ThYfY ?ttacked  ‘vvith  three  divs  directed  . 
an  7 7  •  1  The.  flowing  day  VII  US  Corps  launched 

of  CARMTW  "  n  °  Q?f?Gi  of  gaining  more-  elbow  room  in  the  area  SW 

curtSSd'thrru^h^  °n+WaS  V°ry  3tiff  and  air  support  was  considerable 

■■-■XLX-US-  Corps 'ex tended  ^h-  fr^  J  ^°&fes'3  Was  nade  -by  both  Corps,  and 

w  be  dIS  T  ;7  on  rSil  Spm  ?  Judyby  ST 

was  secured  by  VIII  US  Corns  iinVrrT  nAp'  X  dudy  44  HAAS  DU  HJITS 

:  yards  of  ST  M  t t?  rf1  !  d  711  ?S  Corps  danced  to  within  1000 

continued  In, continuous  fighting  further  limited  advances 

haS  iy  14  juiy  yh8  *««■* 

o  itii  line  1 1  on  Tjiie  g o q.s ~b  6  rnlp^  T\rw  n’P  ttpocj/v  rn  a **7  u. 
the  ta*  gromd  dominating  ST  DO,  2  MlJ  * 

Of  Bomber  CoclfdP  A  ^  JUyT’  niter  an  attack  by  450  heavy  bombers 
■  OWffiE  55  D^a  irnTa  “f4  ***“  «*W  with  Eight  3  Cdn  Div, 

ca“teAd  on  9  jSu.  °  Ci™  ,and  “WWW*  1  96  ware 

with  43  10wUfe  trs°Sef  Si  ®  ^ron  the  OD®. bridgehead 
frequentlv  in  tho  rlt+  T  ,  day  ^  Ranged  hands  again 

lYYi  ln  *he  next  two  Ws,  but  after  violent  fighting  the  high 
ground  remained  in  our  hands*  68  n  gn 

SOUTH  nf  'VTTTY°  ^°rps  front  limitod  advances  were  made  in  the  arqa 
SOUTH  of  TILL!  where  again  the  fighting  was  hard. 

52.,  .  During,  this  fortnight  the  enemy  was  forced  tocomit  his 

tSn2SThoir^eal  aS  thY  arrivedo  He  n6ved  2  S3  Pa  Div  to 
Sou2  lYYY  Ut  had  t0  Split  it:  into  small,  battle'  . 

dayS'  reSpitS  t0  Plug  holes  ih; 'the  and 

?%■  '  .  .7 During  the  ^ ten  days  ending  24  July,  the  advance  of  First  US 

dirmy  continued- gradually  and  reached  the  general  line : of  the  read 
LESS/AT  -,-PERRIERS  ,T  27  -  ST  -:L0,  the  last  fed  being  ceptuled SS  18 

In  tiie  Brit  sector,  30  Corps  attached  SOUTH  bn  15  July  and 

CtodtheCLEFTrrfr?0SptOWard^  WUY3RS  “  th®  f&Ce  °f  stiff  countcr  attacks. 

On  the  LEFT  of  30  Corps,  12  Corps  also,  attacked  on  1-5  July  with  15  and 

5|Di  ’  a°rof?>  fde  -W  towards  EVRECI.  The  enbiiy  made  several^  ’ 
counter  attacks, but  these,  were  repulsed  with  heavy  casualties. 

'  ;;.°n  ,the  LEFT  of  the  Brit  front  Second  Army  launched  a  pbwerful 
arnd  and  inf  attack  on  1, 8, July,  EAST  of  GAM,  -  The  sssault'Was  preceded 
by  an  attack  >y  over-  two .  thousand  heavy  and-'meiium  bombers  o.f,BoSer  ' 
OOEpano.  and  the  US- Air  .Forces,  who-  dropped'  some'  8000  tons'  pn'eheny 

a  ffoond  Tactiaal-  air  Force  flow  nearly  1400  booties  bn  the 
xirst  day  of  tne  attack.  ,  v  m  , 


o  e/8  Corps 
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;  .7vr  8  C^p/c^sisting  of  Guards,  J  and  11  mrmd  Divs,  passed  through 
I;:"  f l;^°K  SUm?H  astrids  the  high  ground  traversed  by 

"■p  area  of  r\  r  2  Cdn  Cor.Ps  was  to  -clear  thp  built- 

tho'liEBT  flank  J?8Gorp^  ^  ^  baS®'  wMle1  G°rps  Protected 

„.mpi „./0m0  Yory  'stiff- fighting  followed  throughout  the  area.  The 
„  *®!re  gooa  PrDSress  at  Ghe  outset,  but  after  three  days'  fighting 

suburbs halt  ^-,a  str0ng  anti"tank  screen.  ..  The  CAM 
suburbs  E~oT  of  .he  GENE  Were,  cleared  and  the  advance  reached  the 

g  neral  line  ST  MARTIN  DE  FONTENAY  U  0260  -  BOURGUEBUS  U  06  -  CAGNY  U  11 64. 

SnV  -in+n  2?  1 8  July,  .the  advance  of  our  amour  brought  12  S3  Pz  Div 
n  ,,  l  th®  ana  drew  1  S3  Pz  Div  in  from  WEST  of  the  QRNE. 

in  the  “process  ^th?  a3T?  breakthrough,  the  enemy  suffered  considerably 

0f  r,mTP,  ,,  *  In  t,J  ensure  against  a  further  breakthrough  SOUTH 

pfv %  *h8  a  n  br°Ught  9  SS  Pa  Div>  2  Pz  Div  elements  of  10  |S  Pz 

Div  Eastwards  across  the  0RNEo 

,  .  T,h^  t0  have  a : -decisive  effect..  As  a  result,  of  three 
v^eeks  _hard  fighting  Second  Brit  Army  had  .achieved  its-  aim. 
condrcions  were  now  favourable  for  the  "break-out" 


OPERATIONS  UP  TO  TliE  CLOSING  OP  THE  FALAISS  POCKET. 


25  JULY  -  19  AUGUST 


56. 


On  25  July,  an  American  attack  preceded  by  very  heavy  bombing 

HI  1 Cf n  K -J-krTr^  r\vi  Tjnvn T>  T-mm m  nm  ••  •  “  **  •  O 


■  or oke  through  between  EERRIERS  and  ST  LO.  and  on  the  same  day  2  Cdn  Corns 
S' astride  the  road  CAM  -  PRAISE.  In  the  meantime, 
"P? ogres s^OUTH.  PS  ^ ■  captured. : MALTOT  T.  9862-  and  made  limited 

-Din  flnrin  PpheSS  two'  Brit  attacks,  strongly  contested,  undoubtedly  helped  to 

thrust  TSlan^?r?eS  night  have  been  noved  to  meet  the  American, 

m ‘-pc  u*t  v  ■  s  developed  with  great  speed  and  power,:  and  after  -COUTANCSS 

1  2b  had  bepn  captured  on  27  July,  - - 

the  advance  into  'BRITTANY  "began. 


BRANCHES  T  21  -was  taken  on,  .the  3Q-th  and 


responsibility^ f or^b J* ^ ••‘bo.ok  over  oesamand.-pf  ,1  Corps,  and  assumed 
cS  cSps.  sector  EAST  of  (kli,  On  31  July,  it.  also  took  .over  2 

vUn  1/^gUst»  Twelfth  US  Army  Group  became  operational  and  the 
and  Third.  °f  ^  lrst  ^  were  divided-  up-,  ta.  make,  two  armies,  First 


+he  BRlTTM^pcrts^+^Hfi .  j’'dnctUre  had  three  objects;  , .  to  capture 
gap  and  °Ik  the  line,  Of  .  the.  LOIRE  and  the  PARIS  -  ORLEANS 

g  P,  n  ty  destroy  the  retreating  German  forces  WEST  of  the  SEINE.  When 

iS  '  «  SUhe  “*  intend  urj^ediately  to.wiSLv, 

Seven thd^nj  S S  r  ana  was  added  -which  was  the.  envelopment  of  the. 

-y  end  Panzer  Group  WEST  in  the  area  SOUTH  and  EAST  of  -FALAISE. 

drove  lEST^to 7111  US  CDrPs  nOTed  SOUTH  and 

forces  into  the  , PdTTilNr, v/herb, tho  GneW  was  reduced  to. withdrawing  his. 
x  oes.  into  the  three  mam  nnrta  -pro-mom  t t in-rrmnn  ......  _ _ - .  _  ... 


BREST,  LORIENT  .and  DINxdlD  -  .ST  3/IALO.  ' 


turned  EAST^n^S1^  f/ailable  divs  in  the  vicinity  of  AVRANCHES  were 
vurneci  E^Si  in order  to  turn  the  enemy  LEFT  flank. 


c  n  ■ 

Ovo 


n-n-po  PH  ^  -•  s;®c.ond:,Brit  Army  began  a  drive  from  the  ;CAUMONT  -v: ; 

a, ea  directed  first  SOUTH, . and  then  EAST  to  the  River  GENE.  -The  reason 

thatCirfheSlatt  of  advance  from  the  line  FILLERS  BOGAGE  -  CAM  was 

/pfi  l  th  1''.t.tGr  area  the  eneiIW  had  concentrated  his  main  power  of 
l-  biLT0'  rnt,1^'  SMY . B(J0iiGE ^  T:  6/).  and  JERQUES  65  wyero  captured  on 
,lw  SUst.  The  advance,  continued- steadily- towards  the  OENE  between 
AP:GMTM+and  THURY  H^COURT,  with  RIGHT  -8^0 orps  (.swi^h^rof^Gdn  -- 
...  my  sector;  on  the.  general  line  FLERS  -  ARGENTAN,-  'and  30  Corps  CENTRE-  • 
v-a  the  MONT  PINCON.  feature  T  84  to  THURY  HARCOURT,  12  Corps  LEFT  ■ 
served  as  a  pivot  in  the  EVRECY  area,.  ‘  "  .  .  '  -  ■ '  7' 

o  -'./in  the  face 


"  -“15  - 

In  the  face  of  heavy  enemy  resistance ,  Second  Army  had  reached 
the  line  of  the  road  PUTANGES  U  12  -  FALAISE  by  19  August.  ............ 

6 1.  First  Cdn  Army  supported  these  operations  with,  a  heavy  attack, 
directed  on  FALAISB-.yastridcI  the  main  'CAEN  road.  It  was  launched  on 

7  August  and  preceded  by- -a  ■hoiibiilg''altt'ack:' by  1,000  heavies  of  Bomber 
Command..  Ihu  -advance’ raachod  a:  point- some  L  -  5  miles  NORTH .  of  FALAISE 
where,  it  eas  halted'by  an  extensive  anti-tank  screen.  '  The" Area  between 
the  River  LAIZE  and  the  ORNB  was  cleared  by  a  junction  on.  12  August 
between  the',  fedns  and  12  Corps  who  had  meanwhile  forced  !a  crossing  over 
the  latter  river . . . •-  . 

-  On- 14-  A-ugusty  -the  attack* -on  -FALAISE  was  resumed  and  the  town 
was  entered  on  the  16th.  The  gap  between  the  Brit  and  Cdn  Armies  was 
now  only  12  miles  wide;  further  EAST  the  armd  divs  of  the  Cdn  Army  were 
closing  on  CHAMBOIS.  32  and  TRUE 

62.  In  the  meantime,  on  7  -August,  while  the  American  turning  move¬ 
ment  "oh  the' RIGHT  was"  .’getting  under  way,,  the  Germans  launched  a  very 
heavy  counter-attack’  with  five  pz  and  two  inf  divs  against  the  First  US 
Army,  i  in'  the  Vicinity  of  MORTAINi'*'  This  was;  directed  on  AVRANCHES  with 
the  opject  of  cutting  the  COTENTIN  peninsula. 

The  attack  was  held,  by  First  US  Army,  ’  who  'were  .supported  by 
every  available  aircraft  of  the  Tactical  Air  Forces.  2 "TAF' alone  used 
472  Typhoons  and  claimed  79  tanks  destroyed  and  51  damaged  on  the  first 

day.  ’  . .  ; V*  '  "p *  "  ’ 7  ... , 

. As "soon  as”  it"  was " seen  that  First  US  Army  could  cope  with  the 

counter-attack,  the  Third  Army  was  directed  to  continue- its  advance  SE  on 
LAVAL  and  LE  MANS.  On  reaching  LE  MANS,  it  was  ordered  to  turn  NORTH 
to  capture  ARGENTAN  and  help  Second  Brit  Army  to  trap  the  German  forces. 

On  reaching  ARGENTAN,  the  divisions  engaged  were  taken  over  by 
V  US  Corps  of  First  US  Army,  and  Third  US  Army  were  released  to  continue 
their  drive  Eastwards  to-  the  SEINE  VII  US  Corps  now  come  in  on  the 
LEFT  of  V  Corps, and  they  advanced  to  the  general  line  CHAMBOIS  -  TRUN  - 
PUTANGES.  On  1  9  August  they  met  the  Cdns  and  the  "pocket"  was  closed. 

As  the  Second  Brit  Army  advanced  into  the  "pocket"  from  the 
7/EST,  the  American  formations  were  gradually  pinched  out,  and  First  US 
Army  was  ordered  to  attack  NE  to  the  SEINE  at  ELBEUF,  about  10  miles 
SOUTH  of  ROUEN.  Thus,  before  the  "pocket"  had  been  finally  cleared  up, 
a  second  enveloping  move  was  in  progress. 

In  the  extreme  SOUTH,  XII  and  XX  US  Corps  maintained  their 
sweep  towards  ORLEANS,  and  CHARTRES. 

E. _ LOSSES  INFLICTED  ON  THE  ENEMY 


63.  With  the  closing  of  the  FALAISE  gap,  the  number  of  divs 

destroyed  since  D  day  amounted  to  fifteen  with  another  four  and.  a  half 
cut  off  in  BRITTANY.  Very  heavy  losses  were  suffered  by  another  seven 
divs.  In  the  same  period  prisoners  and  killed  counted  were  approximately 
2A0,000,  with  long  term  wounded  making  an  estimated,  total  of  400,000. 

In  the  "pocket"  itself  the  following  equipment  was  subsequently 

checked  - 

Guns  571 

Tanks  and  SP  guns  358 
Tracked,  vehicles, 

lorries  and  cars  4;715 


.  . .  /F.  CASUALTIES 


■16, 
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■§R.GJ?/0h\3  -AgyMCE  ACROSS  THE  SEINE,  ,  THE  ADVANCE  TO  BRUSSELS 

AI-ID  ANTUEPJ?  AND  THE  CIEARING  QE  1 

A*  GENERAL  PLAN  OF  _  THE  BATTLE 

Although  large  German  forces  were  trapped  in -the  FALAISE 
poeicet  on  1>  August,  they  were  fighting  desperately  to  break  out  and 
na  .  o  oe -mopped  up.  At  the  same  time,  those  who'  managed  to  avoid 

be  pursUed  and  cut  off  if  they  were  to  be  destroyed 
rS  Y\T  l  as'  ms  xne  Conmander-in-Cioief's  intention.  Accordingly 

Ukorn  A  tjr  G°^s  were  curected  to  the  SEINE  at  MANTES -GASS  ICOURT 

EAST  sfK  9  TPeCtiVely*  Wlile  Pirst  GcUl  -A^y  blocked  the 

SEINE  d  tne  P°Gitet5  Second  Army  were  to  drive  through  it  to  the 


.  cThe  flierican  operations  took  them  HE  and  NORTH :  across  the 
ont  of  Second  .^rmy.  .It  was  therefore  arranged  that  as  Second  Army 
:  vdtbS^P-t°’  thC-3E?ffi  -the  Americans  would  give  passage  and  then 

-  r  ™  ^  b^ln  tnc:Lr  original  ooundary  which  ran  VERMEUIL  R03  - 
REUX  R 33  -  MANTES -GASSICOURT  and  was  inclusive  to  Second  Army. 

66.  ,  Starting  from  the  area  of  DREUX  R33  on  18  Auouc-t  th<=>  H-,n  ttc* 

S' bTS  iSSf  ™-  ™X  -H1S  ~  A  iy  and 

■j-hn  *aa  “ilG>  on  21  August,  the  British  Armies  from  ARGENTAN  to 

In  the rwt ,S\“f  V  3y  25  August’  ^  *»*  closing  to  the  SElS 
the  I’  "U  further  NORTH  they  here  across  the  R  RI5IE  CS:5 . 

?,G fP1 n/0iCes  ‘■'ere  OGing  harried  to  a  state  of  disorganisation 
£5*  the  Second  Tactical  Air  Force  did  groat  execution  ^onS  the 

By  25  wfako3  C°ngested  'DOttle  necl5S  al°ng  the  lower  SEINE. 
vLtua^c^Sth  Up  03  th°  “  the  "pocket"  has 

‘  ,,  P-*- om  n.0  August,  the  Americans  began  establish iny  a.  bni rlnT-h^c.ri 

title  entS  ““  i™yL?100®-  ' 

theX"IME  S  f™?  2L"ug^L. th6  ™  *•  oremi  at.WBW  S20  and 
TROTES  and  the  R  M.  ““  «™  3V'MP“S  «  towards 

—  - fSl„TI0{<S  31)1)58  COB‘ffl<D  21  ABnT  GROUP  jfflp  THEIR  A.UOCATIOH  TO 

nnt  n  a  l  Group  was  to  revert  to  direct  command  of  SKAEF 

dirlcSf  rSe^Sts0  “^/th/tfi  EI5HT-  fPank  of  21  tocr  Group 
two  Army  Groups 

NORTH.  The  in  teuton  n  AIL  LL  is8uod  tor  21  Army  Group's  advance 
FMHDERS  and  to  capture  *AlttSEEP?S  ^  °n  —  ®  th°  KlS  DE  CAMIS  and 

SECOND-  BRIT  ARMY  ■  ■ 

69.  (a)  *»•«««  tn«-s^  on  the  RIGHT,  in  the  ..vicinity  of  VERNON 

and  IGUVIERS  »•*«**» 

iaAAlfA  nS  30  COrp£!  to  the1  SEINE  was  led  by  11  Armd  Div 

orossSg.  y  D1V’  '*ile  «'DiV:  “  ftterve  was  to  f Sle the 

the  orISSv°ffo?iCOrL-  '“Li03  iy  15  Eiv  ™°  to  make 

one  urosecing,  1  ollowed  oy  53  Div. 


.../(b) 


■  (b)  To  advance  NORTH  .and  establish  itself  in  the  area  .ARRAS  H40  - 
iilvEIENS '  N1 5  -  ST  POL  III  1  with  all  speed  and.  quite  irrespective 
1  -•  ■  ■.  of  -  the  -..progress  of  the'  armies  on  "the  .flanks .  AMIENS  and  the 
.  .  '  crossings'' over  the  SOME  to  be  captured  as  quickly  as,  possible. 

For  this  phase,  30  Corps  regrouped  and  the  advance  was  led 
by  RIGHT,  Guards  Armd  Div,  and  LEFT  11  ■  Armd  Div,  directed  on 
the  .SOMME  crossings-  about  AMIENS  N15'.  :50  Div  followed  up 

and  43  Div  held  the  SEINE . bridgehead. 

12  Corps,  with  4  Arsed.  Bde  and  later  7  Armd  Div  in  the  lead, 

-  was  directed  on  an  area  NV7  of  AMIENS.  53 -'Div,  echeloned 

back,  protected  the  LEFT  flank. 

FIRST-  GDN  ARMY  ' '  1  '  : 


70.  (a)  To  cross  the  SEINE,  between- PONT  DE  L' ARCHE  R29  and  the  sea, 

:  advance  NORTH  on.  the  general  line:- ST  OMER  HI 5 ’-'BRUGES  C80 
'  '■  and' capture  DIEPPE  .  .'At.  1;  -.- 

-  \  (b)  '  To  secure  IE  HAVRE.  14-2.  . 

71  •  2  Cdn  Corps  RIGHT  with  4  Cdn  Armd  Div,  3  Cdn  Div  and  later 

Polish  Armd  Div  to  cross'  the-  SEINE-  /in  the  vicinity  of  ROUEN  M21  ,  : ' 
capture  the ' town  and  advance  NNE  to  the 'SOMME  between  EAST  of  ABBEVILLE 
3:.7o  and  the  sea.  2  Cdn  Div  to  capture  DIEPPE. 


1  Brit  Corps  LEFT,  to  cross  the  SEINE  'WEST  of  ROUEN.  51 
Div  on- the  -RIGHT  to  capture  ST  VALERY-EN-CAUX  L96  and  then  sweep  SW 
along  the  coast.  49  Div  on  the  LEFT  to  seize  IE  HAVRE.  If  this  was 
not.-  possible,-  to -contain  the  port  while.,  the  necessary  build-up  was  made. 

"  When  it  'was  evident  the  enemy  were  in  full- retreat  on  Second 
Army's  front,  and' withdrawing  on  the  LEFT  into  the  Channel  Ports  to 
deny  us  their  use,  Second  Army  wore  ordered  to  capture  BRUSSELS  and 
ANTWERP  and  to  secure  a  bridgehead,  over  the  ALBERT  CANAL.  The.task  of 
clearing .  the-  coastal  belt  was  the  -responsibility  of  First.  Cdn  Army. 

C.  SUCCESS  ACHIEVED  '  '  " 

SECOND  BRIT  ARMY 

73.  .In  Second, -Army  sector,  bridgeheads  over  the  SEINE  were 

quickly,  established  at  VERNON  and  EAST  of  LOUVIERS,.  the  enemy  opposition 
oemg  light  as  a  result  of  the  American  sweep  through  the  country  along 
the  NEST  bank.  On  the  other-  hand,  the  concentration  of  the  rest  of 

Second  Army  for  the'  drive  NORTH  was  inevitably  delayed  by  having  to.  pass 
across  this  American  thrust-. 


7^*  The  advance  from  the.. 30  Corps  bridgehead  started  on  29  August. 

Bad  weather' and  some  opposition  delayed  matters  this  day,  but  on  31. 
August,  after  ah’ all-night  advance,  11  .Armd  Div  crossed  the  SOMME 'at 
AMIENS.  By  nightfall  Guards  Arrad  Div  further  EAST  had.  elements  astride 
the  road  ALBERT  N36  -  AMIENS .  One  bde  of  50  Div  also  reached  AMIENS  -  - 
The  Corps  had  advanced  80  miles . 


The  advance  of  12  Corps  started  from  the  15  Div  bridgehead 
oa  30  -August  and  by  the'  evening,  .4  Armd  Bde  had  advanced  over  30  miles 
to  reach  G0URNAY  M6l  ,  and  53  Div  were  on  their  LEFT  in  the. LYONS  R4- 
FORET  area  M40.  On  31  .August,  7  Armd  Div  had.  come  up  and  reached  P0IX 

7,  *7  fallowed  by  53  Div  who  were  mopping  up  enemy  pockets  by-passed  by 
ohe  armour. 
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75.  On  1  September,  Guards.  Armd  Div  ..by-passed  ARRAS  and  elements 
reached  DOUAI  and  .LENS' H51  .  Oh  their  LEFT,  11  Amid  Div  reached  the 
road  ARRAS  -  ST  POL.  7  Armd  Div  by -passed  enemy  resistance  at 
AIR/ilMES  M86  and  also  crossed  the  SOMME, 

76 ,  "  .  In  the  next  three  days,  the  advance  continued  rapidly. 

Guards  Amid  Div,  now  with  the  Belgian  Bde  under  command,  captured 
TOURNAI  H93  and  crossed  the’  ESCAI3T  on  2  September.  The  div 
entered  BRUSSELS  on  the  afternoon  of  3  September  and  by  last  light 
nad  control  of  all  main  exits,  11  Armd  Div  by-passed  LILLIE  Zc3  ana 
after  an  advance  of  6Q  miles  on  3  September,,  were  in  the  area  of 
AIDSTby  last  light.  On  4  September,  11  Armd  Div  were  in  ANTWERP  " 
and  50  Biy  reached  AL0ST.  The.  city  of  'ANTWERP  was  firmly  in  our 

hands  put  the  Northern  suburbs  adjoining  the  dock  area  remained  to  be 
cleared.' 

30  Corps  spent  the  next  few  cLajj-s  improving  their  positions 
in  the  ANTWERP  -  MALINES  J77  -  LOUVAIN  J85  -  BRUSSELS  area, 

Meanwhile,  12  Corps  had  moved  .on  and  cleared  the  ST  POL  - 
BElriUNE  H32  -  LILLE  area,  and  7  Armd  Div  captured  GHENT  J18  oh  6 
September, 

FIRST  CDN  ARMY 

77 •.  2  Cdn  Corps  concentrated  SOUTH  of  ELBEUF  on  25  August,  and 

the  inf  bde  of  4  Cdn  Armd  Div  gained  a  bridgehead  over  the  .  SEINE  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  on  26  August.  .In. the  next  few  days,  the 
rest  of  the  armd  div  and  3  Cdn  Inf  Div  expanded  the  bridgehead,  while 
2  Cdn  Inf  Div  cleared  the  thickly  wooded  areas  in  the  loops.,  of  the 
river  SOUTH  of  ROUEN.  '  :  :  .  /  ' 

On  30  August,  the  advance,  from  the  bridgehead  started. 

ROUEN  was  found  clear  of  enemy  and  FLEURY  M30  was  captured.  Progress 
was'  rapid,  '  On  31  .August,  4  Cdn  Armd' Div  reached  the  area  FORGES  M53 
BUOHY  M3 2  and  3  Cda  inf  Div  passed  through  to  NEUFOHATEL  M44  and  BURES 
K35.  By  2  September,  4  Cdn  Armd  Div  were  across  the  SOMME  and 
concentrated  EAST  of  ABBEVILLE  M78  and,  two  days  later,  3  Cdn  Div  were 
in  the  BOULOGNE  -  CALAIS  area. 

2  Cdn  Inf  Div  liberated  DIEPPE  .on  1  September  and  the  port 
was  quickly  put  into  operation  to  a  limited ‘degree- ,  The  div'  then - 
moved  NORTH  around  3  Div.  The  strongly  held  defences'  of  DUNKIRK  1  ' 
were  reached  on  8  September,  These  .were, mas ke,d  while  elements  of  the 

Div  pushed  on'  up  the -coast,.  By  10  September,  OS  TEND  C60  and 
NIEUPORT  H59  had  been  occupied  ana  patrols  were  in  ZEEBRUGGE  C81 . 


Meanwhile,  the  Polish  Armd  Div  had  crossed  "the  SOMME,  and  ■  • 
pushed  on  to  the  GHENT  -  BRUGES  Canal,- which  was  held  dn  some  strength 
4  Cdn  Armd  Div  came  up  on  their  LEFT,  cleared  BRUGES  by  11  September1 
and  Qi.£  eeted  a  crossing  of  the  Canal,  The  two.  armd  divs  then  closed 
up  to  the -LEOPOLD  Canal  over  which  the  .‘enemy  blew  all  the  bridges  and 
showed  he. was  determined  to  deny  us  a  crossing.  While  the.  Cdn  Armd  - 
Div  contained  the  enemy  on  the  LEOPOLD  Canal,  the  Polish  Armd  Div 
swung  EAST  and  then  NORTH.  They  took  over  GHENT  from  12  Corps,  and 

P^oce®ded  to  clear  the  area  up  to  the  SCHELDT  estuary  between 
ANTWERP  and  the  small  port  of  TERNEUZEN  D21 . 

sector,  51  and  49  Divs  cleared  the  loops  of  the 

and  got  sone  eleEieats  across  the  river  at  MUCLAII 
11  2  ’  c-adDLBnG  Ly2  and  QUILLEBEUF  L72,  but  the  bulk  of  the  - Corns 

rs.r,n.c2<3oH  TPTTjtpttui  n  -1* 


crossed  at  ELBEUF,  On  1  September,  the 


idvanee  started.  51  Div 


thrust  up  to  ST  VALERY-EN-CAUX  which  was  liberated  on  3  September, 
incy  tne-n  turned  down  the  coast  to  come  in  on  the  RIGHT  of  49  Div 


. . . /who  in  the 
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who  in  the. meantime  had  .been  engaged  with  the  enemy  outpost  .positions -  . 
covering, Lis  HAVES.  :  By  6' September.,  the  Corps  had  .driven  forward. up-  . 
to  the  main  defences  of  this  port,  which  were  formidable,. 

79.  Thus  in  about  ten  days  the  Brit  and  Cdn  Armies  had  advanced 
from  the. SEINE  to  the  Dutch, frontier.  .  The  coast  line  was  cleared.  , 
except  for  HE  HAVEE,  BOULOGNE  and  . CALAIS  which  were,  about1  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  DUNKIRK  which  was  to  be  sealed  off. 

LS  HAVEE 

80.  The  garrison  of  this,  fortress  was  about,  12,000  men.  The  , 

defences,  ran'  in  a  serai-circle  from  a  point  on  the  SEINE  about  6000 
yds'  EAST  of  the  port,  to  the  Channel  coast- about  10,000  yds  NORTH  of 
the  port.  There  was  a  flooded  valley  on  the  EAST  side  dominated  by 

high  ground,  and  an  extensive  anti-tank  ditch  along  the  Northern 
perimeter  sited  in  conjunction  with  much  wire  and  very  extensive 
minefields.  The  anti-tank  ditch  covered  a’  series,  of  strong  points, 
which  were  of  reinforced  concrete  and  contained  a  large  number  of  MGs 
and  ■  88' 1  mm  guns ,  In -the  town  there,  were  two.  forts,,  numerous  pill-boxes 
and  fortified  buildings  and  anti-tank  guns . sited  to -cover -all  approaches . 

Of  guns  capable  of  being  used  in  a  ground  role  there  were  108 
of  88  mm  calibre  or  over. 


81.1  "  . The  defences" were  softened  up  by  the-  1 5  inch  guns  of  a  Naval 

Bombardment  Sqn  and  by.  Bomber  Command  who  dropped  4000  tons  during  the 
four  days, -preceding  the  attack  in  spite  of  bad -weather.  In  the-  90 
minutes  before  Ii  hour,  another  4^00  tons  were  dropped. 

At  1745  hours  10  September,  supported  by  some  350  guns,  one 
bde  of  49  Div  breached  the  minefields  and  broke  into  the  enemy  position 
in  the  RE ■  corner  of ■  the  defences.  "  At  midnight,.  51  Div  on  their  RIGHT 
broke  in  also.  Good  progress  was'. made.  Enemy  strong  points  were 
■  taken  .from  the  rear,  the -break  through  was  widened ‘And  by  dark  on -11 
September- both  divs  -with  mobile . columns-  supported  by  tanks  were  getting 
into  the  town  itself  and -had  reached.,  the  high  ground  overlooking  the 
harbour. 


The  drive  continued  during  the  night  and  at  1145  hours  on  12 
September:  the  garrison  commander  surrendered.  Mopping  up -continued 
in  the  port,  area,  and  by.  nightfa.il  some  12,000  prisoners  were  taken 
including, 500  wounded  found-  in  hospitals.  ' 

One  of  the  strongest  fortresses  of  the  "Atlantic  Wall"  was 
assaulted- farom  the  landward  side  and  reduced  in  48  hours  fighting. 


BOULOGNE 


82,  The  garrision  consisted  of  about  9,000  men.  The.  defences 

ran  along  an  irregular  semi -circle  of  high  ground,  ..with  a.  number1  of 
r  eatures  organised-  as  fortresses.  -In  addition  -to  earthworks,  the  - 
positions  contained  a  considerable  number  of  concrete  emplacements, 
dug-outs.  etc.  All  -were  .wired  and. covered  by  extensive  minefields. 
Coast  defence  batteries  contained, guns -up 'to  305-  mm.  >  It  is  now. 
estimated  that  there  were  approximately  90  guns  at-  B0U3DGNE  of  "  75  ".nm 
calibre  or  greater.  .  -  ; 


33.  .  Owing  to  lack  of  air-  support,  due  to.  bad  weather ;  the  assault 

was  postponed  for  two  days.  It  started  at  1025  Hours,  bn  1-7  September " 
wnen  two  odes  of..  3  Cdn  .Inf  Div  attacked  after  :the  RAP  had  dropped  lover 
3000  tons  of  bombs.  .Artillery  support  -  was  provided  by  about  340  guns. 
I x ogress  was  slowed  by  obstacles  and  incidents  of  -the  ground  and  the' 
determined  efforts  of  the  heavy  batteries,  including  the  guns  at  CAP- 
GRIS  NEE. 


. .  ./The  f  orts 
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The jf orts,  were  gradually  reduced  and  all  resistance  in  the 
town  y;as  finally  crushed  by-  22  September. 

CALAIS  •  '  '  '  ...  ;  "':V. 

_  This  assault  was  the  task  of  3  Qdn  .Inf  Div  and  was  delayed 

cry  the  operations  a$  -BOUlOGNE.  'I-t  included ‘the  capture  of  CAP  'GRIS 
HEZ  and  the  three-gjin  cross -channel  battery  at  SANGATTE. 

In.  addition- ...to :  the. fixed  defences  which  were  of.  the  same 
pattern  as  those  encountered  at  .EE  HAVRE  and  BOULOGNE,  the  Cdns  were 
here  conironted  with  extensive  flooding  caused  by  the  Germans  in  the 
area.  nAST,  SOUTH  and  Sff  of  CALAIS.  As  a  result ,  the  Div  was  forced 
to  attack  from  the  WEST  of  the  town. 


The  attack  was.  launched  with  two  bdes  at  0815  hours  25 
September  supported  oy  a  heavy  air  bombardment.  Good  progress  was 
riade  and  on  26  September,  the  high  ground  S W  of  the  town  of  ESCALLES 
G77  was  secured.  Mines  and  inundations  hampered  operations  but  the 
Citadel  i  ell  and  the  town  was  entered  on  28  September.  An  armistice 
was  allowed  for  the  evacuation  of  civilians  from  CALAIS  and  the  attack 
resumed  at  midday  on  30  September.  By  the  same  evening  all  organised 
resistance  had  ceased,  and  mopping  up  was  completed  early  on  the 
morning  ox  1  Octoeer.  CAP  GRIS  NEZ  was  captured  on  29  September. 


85. 


The  British  L  of  C  was  now  well, over  350  miles 


q  _  . —  —  -  —  v jj'-'  long.  nut 

.  °?rT)S  ai7°-  1  Corps  were  grounded  for  some  days  in  order  to  release 
their  .vehicles  to  help  maintain  the  momentum  of  the  drive  NORTH.  An 
air  lift  oi  approximately  9900  tons  had  to  be  made  to  forward  areas 
between  5  and  30  September,-  exclusive  of  air  supoly  on  the  ARNHEM 
operation. 


Both 


Although  the  IE  HAVRE  dock  installations  had  been 
thoroughly  wrecked  oy  the  enemy,  the  Brit  and  US  Navies  immediately 
started  the  task  of  opening  the  port,  30  Brit  minesweepers  being 
employed.  The  smaller  ports,  DIEPPE,  BOULOGNE,  CALAIS  and  08 TEND , 
soon  started  to  operate  on  a  reduced  scale,  and  materially  assisted 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  Force, 

As  the  coastal  belt  was  cleared,  bases  for  the  enemy  V 
weapons  in  Northern  FRANCE  and  BELGIUM  were  eliminated  or  pushed  back 
into  HOLLAND  and  the  Dutch  islands, 

D.  LOSSES  INFLICTED  ON  THE  ENEMT 

86 *  Although  heavy  casualties  were  inflicted  on  all  enemy 

formations  engaged  on  21  Army  Group  front,  no  specific  formation  can 
oe  ouid  t  o  have  oeen  destroyed.  Some  67,000  prisoners  t  were  taken 
during  the  period  under  review,  mostly  from  the  ports  of  IE  HAVRE. 
CALAIS  and  BOULOGNE.  The  fortress  of  DUNKIRK,  with  its  garrison  of 
Ip, 000  men,  mostly  from  226  Inf  Div,  was  isolated. 

approximately  140  tanks  and  50  SP  guns  were  destroyed 
making  tne  total  since  D  Day  950  and  320  respectively. 

E.  LOSSES  SUSTAINED  BY  US 
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Allied  Contingents 

British 

Canadian 

Total 


From 

25  August 

0 

K'l 

O 

September 

Killed 

Wounded  1 

■iissing 

1  Total 

14-7 

422 

50 

6 19 

4,944 

12,923 

6,245 

24,112 

751 

3,802 

580 

5,133 

5,842 

17,147 

6,875 

29,864 

. .  ./Cumulative 
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Cumulative 

from  D  Day 

Killed 

Wounded 

Hissing 

Total 

Allied, Contingents . 
'British  , 

Canadian 

■  437 
17,272 
3,812 

1,4th 5 
:  57,220 

14,843 

151 

12,885  . 
2,537 

2,033 
87,377 
21  ,192 

Total 

21  ,321 

73,508 

•15,573 

110,602 
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SECTION  4. 


TUB  ADVANCE  OF  SECOND  BRITISH  ARMY  ACROSS  '  EASTERN  HOLLAND 
TO  NIJMEGEN  ALL  ARNHEM  IITCLUDBIG  THE  MRBOKNS  OTERAlSoNS^ 


A.  GENERAL -SITUATION- AND  OUTLINE  PLAN  ■  - 

88  *  (  On  4  September,  30  Corps  were  in  the  area  4IOTEEP  -  TDTlVAltr  _ 

BRUSSELS-  12  Corps  were  clearing,  the  area  LILLE  -  AREAS  -  ST  POL  and  S 
Corps  were  grounded  a  Lew  miles  NORTH  of  the  SEINE, 

Twelfth  US  Arm y  Group  were  advancing  astride  the  ARDENNES. 
First  Cdn  Airmy  were  clearing  the  Channel  coast. 

89*  The  intention  of  21  Army  Group  was : - 

(a)  To  advance  Eastwards  and  destroy  all  enemy  forces  encountered. 


(b)  To  occupy  the  RUHR  and  get  astride  the  communi cat ions  leading 
from  it  into  GERMANY  and  to  the  sea  ports. 

The  RUHR  was  to  bo  by-passed  round  its  Northern  face  and  cut 
off  by* a  Southward  thrust  through  HAMM, 

First  US  Army  would  assist  in  cutting  off  the  RUHR  by  operations 
against  its  South-Eastern  face  if  this  became  necessary. 


Until  the  maintenance  situation  allowed  the  employment  of  First 
Cdn  Array  further  forward,  the  main  portion  of  21  Arm y  Group's  task  would 
devolve  on  Second  Brit  .Army. 

,90.  The  first  stage  of  Second  Army' s  operation  was  to  be  an  advance 

from. the  general  line  of  the  ALBERT  and  ESCAUT  Canals  in  BELGIUM  to  the 
ZUIDER  ZEE.  The  main  body  of  the  Army  would  then  swing  EAST  while  one 
div,  or 'if  necessary  a  corps,  would  turn  Westwards  towards  ROTTERDAM  and 
AMSTERDAM. 

On  10  September,  it  was  decided  that  Second  Army  would  be 
assisted  by  an  Airborne  Corps  which  would  come  under  command  on  landing. 

PRELIMINARY  OPERATIONS 

91.  On  7  September,  Guards  Arrnd  Div  occupied  DIEST  K  16  and.  the 
following,  day  secured  a  bridgehead  over  the  'ALBERT  Canal  at  BEERIKGEN 

K  27  and  pushed  on  to  HELCKTEREN  E  37  and  BOURG -LEOPOLD  IC  28.  In  con¬ 
junction  with  11  Armd  Div  who  had  come  up  on  their  RIGHT,  they  advanced 
to  the  area  PEER  E  AS  -  OVERPELT  K  39 5  and  a  bridgehead  over  the  MEUSE  - 
ESCAUT  Canal  was  established  NORTH  of  OVERPELT  on  11  September.  Patrols 
also  reached  the  canal  at  BEES  E  58  and  LANKLAER  E  57. 

Further  "WEST,  50  Div  established  a  small  bridgehead  over  the 
ALBERT  Canal  SOUTH  of  SHELL  E  08  on  8  September,  and  gradually  expanded 
it  until  relieved  by  15  Div.  The  latter  secured  a  bridgehead  over  the 
MEUSE  -  ESCAUT  Canal  at  AiART  K  09  on  14  September. 

Meanwhile  regrouping  "was  talcing  place.  8  Corps,  (11  Airmd 
Div  and  3  Div)  came  up  on  the  RIGHT ,  30  Corps  (Guards  Armd  Div,  43  and 
50  Divs)  was  in  the  CENTRE  and  12  Corps  (7  Armd  Div,  15  Div  and  53  Divs) 
was  on  the  LEFT . 

B.  ENEMY  .SITUATION  .  , 

92.  The  enemy  reaction  to  the  establishment  of  bridgeheads  over  the 
canals  had  bc-en  sharp  and  there  had  been  a  number  of  counter  attacks. 

The  enemy  was  withdrawing  his  forces  across  the  SCHELDT  Estuary  while 
holding  both  banks  of jit,  and  -was  bringing  troops  round  NORTH  of  the 


.../ESCAUT  Canal 
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■aSCAUT  Canal  to  positions  further  EAST*  He  had  about  'twenty-two  divs  on 
21  Amy  Group  Fronts  -including  three  pz,  plus  •  a-  large-,  assortment  of  -  - 
improvised  battle- groups  and:  static 'formations. 


C. 


FQKMriliQNS  UNDER  (MLiD  SECOND  ARMI  AND  THE  IB.  ALLOCATION  TO  TASKS. 


93.  ..  The  object  of  Second  Army,  was  to  position  itself  astride  the 

rivers:  WjUIL  and  NSDER  RIJN  in  the  .general'  area  GRA VE  E  65  -  ; 

NlJMEGEN  E  76  -  ARNHEM  E  77 ".and  to  dominate  the  country  to.. the  NORTH  as 
far  as  the  ZUIDER  ZEE,  thereby  cutting  off  communications  between  GERMANY 
and  the,  LOW.  COUlf TRIES.  .  .  ;  ,  ... 

The  advance  was'  to  be  on  a  very  narrow  front,  with  only  one 
road  most  of  the  way,  through  EINDHOVEN  S  41  -  ST  .OHDEHRODE  E  43  -  VEGHEL 
E  43  -  UDEN  E  54  -  GRAVE  NIJMEGEN'  -  ARNHEM  -  AEELDOEN  Z  70  -  ZUIDER'  ZEE 
at  NUNSPEET  Z  62.  From  the  start  line  to  ITOIiSPEET  was  99  miles. 


The  advance  was  to  be  .led  by.  30  Corps,  in  the  CENTRE,  while  8 
Corps  on  the  RIGHT  and  12  Corps.. on  the  LIFT  advanced  more  slowly  on  the 
flanks. 

Brit  Airborne  Corps  were  to  capture .  and  hold  crossings  over 
the  canals  and  rivers  on  Second  Army's  main  axis  of  advance  from  about 
..EINDHOVEN  to  inclusive  ARNHEM. 

BRITISH  AIRBORNE'  CORPS 


Tasks-  of  formations  were 

(a)  1  Brit  Airborne  Div 

with  polish  para  Bde 


(b)’  82  US  Airborne  ’Div’ 


follows; - 

To  capture  intact  bridges  over  the’ 
NEDER  RIJN  at.  ARNHEM  with  sufficient 
bridgeheads  to  pass  the  formations’;  of 
Second  Army  through. 

To  seize- and 'hold  the  bridges  at 
NIJMEGEN  and  GRAVE  with  the 'same',  ob-  ' 
jeet  in  view.  -  The  capture  -  and  re¬ 
tention  of, .the  high  ground  between 
NIJMEGEN  and’  GROESBEEK  E  75  was'  con¬ 
sidered  imperative  in  order  to.  accom¬ 
plish  the  Div's  task. 

To  seize  bridges  over  the  714  River,"  V. 
and  V.-TRT  Canal  near  VEGHEL, 

over  the  DOMLlEL  River  at  ST  OEDENRODE, 
over  the.  /SttKEDIINA’  -Canal  near  SON 
E  42,  and  to  capture  the  town  of 
EINDHOVEN*  ’' ' 

These  tasks  were" to  meet  the 
requirements  of  30  Corps.’ 

(&)  52  (L)  Div  (Airport able')  Was  ,  to  be  flown  in.  NORTH  of  ARNHEM  as 

•  ;.  ; .  soon-  as  airstrips  wfere  available  and". 

"were  to  concentrate  in  reserve  nearby 
,.  in  accordance  with  orders  to  be  issued 

on  .landing* — — -  .’.  ......  ’., 

The  complete  fly-in  programme  called’ for  five  lift’s  from'D  Day 
to  D  plus  3. 


(c).  101  US,  Airborne  Div 


It  was  decided  that  the  airborne  operation -would  be  carried  ouj; 
.for  the  first  time,  in  daylight.  It  was  expected  that  the  German  night 
fighter  force,. yvhich  was  relatively  intact,  .would  be  more  effective,  than 
their  day  .fighters,  -though  flak. would  be  much  more  accurate  by  day. "  It 
-wfa-s— bedievod  -however,  that  a- proper  .employment  of  the  supporting  air  forces 

. . ./could  knock 


..  -25-  v 

could,  icnocjc  out  flak  positions  in  advance  and  beat  them  down  during  the 

airborne  operations  themsclyos.  ,  ■■  ujria8  the 

30  CORPS  •  ' '  * 

t n\nnnr.r-  ^  0ori?S  advance  f  when  ordered,  at  maslinum  speed  and 

£  -  W®8®*  1>oth  inclusive.  The  advance  TOs  to 

ue  maae  in  the  j-olloving  general  order: - 

Guards  Armd  Div 
HQ  Main  30  Corps 
43  Div 
50  Div  • 


One  min  axis  .(as  given  in  paragraph  93  above). was  to  be  used 

Sip?  S£*““5r  ^  f°r  °f  th°  W  T*i0h  ******  t0 


9&. 


The  tasks  given  to  30  Corps  formations  were: - 

(a)  Guards  Armd  Div  /  l'o  advance  when  ordered  by  Corps  HQ,  at  max- 

1  1 .  ,  xaun  speed  to  area  ./iRi-GIEM,  and  by-passing 

'*&*ZSXXm ±  to  dominate  .  the  area  from  inclusive 
IdM3Jii_S  to  exclusive  AFDLDOOEg. 

If  bridges  at  GRATE,  IJIJMSGM  or  iENEStf 
,  were  destroyed,  the  Div, was  to- '.take  all 
appropriate  action,  in  ‘conjunction  with  the 
airborne  troops,  to  effect  a  crossing  and 
facilitate  construction  of  bridges  by  43  Div. 

(b)  43  Div  ( i )  To  secure  area  ..from  inclusive  4H3LD00P1I  .due 

SOUTH  along  high  ground  to  1  -Airborne.  Div « s 
bridgehead  at  AdffiEM, 

■  (ii)  To  send-  detachments  to.  secure  ..crossings  .over 
•R-IJSS3L  at  DDVTJl'TTDR  S  90  and  ZtlTSESN -33  99, 

(iii)  Should  bridges  over  the  MAAS,  .WAAk  or  FBDBR. 

•  •"  •  -RIJT;  have  been  destroyed,  bo .  prepared  to  carry 
out  an  assault  crossing  and  bridging  opera¬ 
tion. 

(i)  Continue  to  hold  the  existing  bridgehead  .over 
the  MSUSD  -  SSCAJT  Canal. 

(.ii)  Thereafter,  send  detachments  to  secure,- a  -.  ■ 

crossing  over  EIJSSSL  at  DODSBURG  E  98.- 'O 

(iii)  Advance  when  ordered  and  secure  high  ground 
LORTri  of  .iRMTEM,  keeping  contact  -with  1 
Airborne  Div  and  relieving  43  Div  of  part  of. 

■  :  "  their  responsibility., 

’  ■  (iv)  Be  available  .as  Corps  reserve. 

(d)  Three  groups,  each  one  armd.-regt,  one  s.qn  JRQYijiS.  and:  one-  fd 
bty,  with  tasks  as  follows,  to  assist  the  airborne  forces  in  • 
keeping  clear  the  Corps  axis, 

(i)  15/19H  Group  To  keep  clear  the  SniDHClDN’  area  under 

operational  command  506  RCT  of  -1C1  US  ,  , 
Airborne  Div. 

.../(ii)  44KT.Ro- 


(c)  50  Div 
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(ii)  44  RTR  Group  To  keep  clear  the  VEGHEL  area  under 

operational  command-  501" ROT  of  101  US 
Airborne  Div. 

(iii)  SRY  Group  To  keep  clear  the  GRAVE  area  in  support 

of  82  US  Airborne  Div. 

8  CORPS  . 

97.  Its  task  was  tp- protect  the  RIGHT  and  rear  of  50  Corps  and  as 

30  Corps  advanced,  progressively  to  relieve  that  Corps  of  RIGHT  flank 
protection. 


This  was  to  be  accomplished  by  capturing  WEERT  K  59  and 
S0EREHD0NK  E  40,  and  subsequently  extending  as  far  NORTH  as  HELMQND  E  52. 

12  CORPS 

98.  Its  role  was  to  continue  to  operate  on  the  LEFT  flank  of  50 
Corps  with  the  following  tasks. 

(i)  Progressively  to  relieve  30  Corps  of  LEFT  flank  pro¬ 
tection  by  capturing  initially  EETIIY  It  19,  AREHD0NCK 
E  10  and  TURNH0UT  E  00. 

(ii)  Subsequently  1°  advance  to  R  MAAS  and  possibly  beyond. 

AIR  SUPPORT 

99.  .  ■  For  the  airborne  operations  fighters  provided  escorts  and 

withdrawal  cover,  umbrella  cover ■ over  the  Drop  and  Landing  Zones,  and 
undertook  anti-flak  patrol.  Bombers  attacked  flak  positions. 

As  soon  as  the  drop  .was  over  83  Group  (Second  Tactical  Air 
Force)  were  free  to  support  the  breakout  of  the  ground  troops.  This 
support  was  based  on  a  pre-arranged  requirement,  of  one  sqn  HP  Typhoons 
every  5  minutes  for  35  minutes,  briefed  to  strafe  the  road  NORTH'  of  the 
forward  troops,  to  be  followed  by  a  cab— rank  of  HP  Typhoons  flying  over 
the  leading  armd  elements.  In  addition,  the  normal  fighter  effort  was 
available  to  keep  the  sky  clear. 


'OO.  Two  aspects  of. the  operation  in  particular  provided  compli¬ 

cated  problems. 

Firstly,  the  tactical  move  of  approximately  20,000  vehicles 
across  HOLLAND  on  one  route,  supplemented  by  a  subsidiary  route.  This 
involved  a  comprehensive  organisation  of  Regulating  HQs  and  Traffic 
Control  Posts,  all  equipped  with  wireless  sets,  and  control  in  the 
greatest  detail  by  HQ  30  Corps. 


Secondly;,  the  bridging  problem.  -  Apart  from  the  major  water 
obstacles,  there  were  several  sizeable  ones  to  be  negotiated  before  the 
MAAS  was  reached.  In  all  there  wrere  about  9  000  RE  and  Pioneer  personnel 
eUgaged  on  30.  Corps  front.  Nearly  the  whole  resources  of  21  Army  Group 
Bridge  column  were  assembled  at  B0URG  LEOPOLD  ,  In  addition  to  this 
equipment  on  wheels,  some  2,000  lorry  loads  were  also  dumped  at  B0URG 
LE0P0ID. 


D. 


-££0gggg g  OT1  THE  OPERATION.  SUCCESS  ACHIEVED  idlD  LOSSES  SUSTAINED 


.17  SEPTEMBER 


D  bay  for  .the  operation,  had  been  fixed  for  17  September, 
subject  to  the  weather  being  suitable  for  airborne  operations.  On  the 


. . .  / evening  1 6 
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evening  16' September,  the  weather  forecast  was  favourable  and  at  1900 
hours  the  word  was .given  to  lay  on  the  operation. 

102.  The  first  blow  at  enemy  defences  was  struck  by  Bomber  Command 
on  night  16/17  September,  ‘when  they ’dropped  about  1,200  tons  on  enemy 
airfield’s,  .ana  on  flak  positions  along  the  fly-in  route.  On  the 
morning  of  1?  September  a  further  535  tons  were  dropped  by- the  RAF  and 
just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  troop  carriers,-  Eighth  -US  Air  Force 
dropped  3139  tons  on  117  flak  positions  along  the  routes 'and  near  the 
Drop  and  Landing,  Zones. 

Between  1025  arid  1155  hours  on  17  September/  the  force  took  off, 
with  a  strength  of  1544  planes  and’ 473.  gliders.  Of  these,  1481  planes 
and  425  gliders  reached  their  destination.  20,000  troops  were  landed, 
together  with  330  artillery  weapons,  '511  vehicles  and  over  5 00  tons  of 
equipment  and. supplies, 

103.  101  US  Airborne  Div  were  conveyed  accurately  and  with  light  losses 
to  their  Dropping  Zones  and  Landing  Zones.  Surprise  was  complete, 
ground  opposition  was  light  and  the  Div  occupied  SOU,  ST  0EDEHR0DE  and 
VSC-HEL,  AH  bridges  were,  held  and  were  intact  except  that  over  the 
flLHELMINA  Canal  which  was  blown. 

82  US  Airborne  Div  landed,  successfully  and- seised  intact  the 
MAAS  bridge  at  GRAVE  and  the  bridge  at  HEUMS3N  over  the  MAAS  -  WAAL  Canal, 
One  para  regt  pushed  on  into  NIJMEGEN  but  was  halted  about  1(00  yards 
short  of  the  WAAL  bridge  by  very  strong  opposition. 


Dropping  Zones  and  Landing  Zones  for  1  Airborne  Div  were  5. to 
8  miles  WEST  of  ARNHEM.  •  The  landing  was  generally  successful  and  the  . 
area  of  the  Dropping  Zones  and  Landing  Zones  was  secured.  1  Para  Bee 
moved  on  to  the  bridges.  The  railway  bridge  was  found-  blown,  but  the 
main  road  bridge  was  intact  and  2  para  Bn,  with  some  elements  of  3  Bn 
established  themselves  at  the  Northern  end.  Enemy  opposition  was 
stiff. 


104.  ■  At  I3IO  hours  Compander  30  Corps  saw  that  the  airborne  drop 
was  proceeding  according  to.  plan  and  Guards  Armd  Div  was  ordered  to 
attack  at  14-35  hours. 


By  1500  .  hours  the  Dutch /frontier  was- crossed,  by.- the  leading 
elements  and  contact  was  made  with ‘enemy  dug  in  on  Doth  sides  of  the 
road ‘and  supported  by  a ‘‘number  of  SP  guns.  With  close  support  from 
RP  Typhoons  and  the  artillery,  the  opposition  was__ overcome  and  the 
Div  advanced  some  7-8  miles  by  nightfall  to  VALEtENSSAtiED,  about  6 
miles  short  of  EINDHOVEN, 


Opposition  had  been  a  good  deal  stronger  than  was  expected. 
Identifications  showed  that  two  bns  of  6  Phra  Regt  and  two  bns  of 
9  SS  Div  were  fighting  on  the  Corps  front. 

105.  On ’the  EIGHT  8  Corps  were  preparing  to  bridge  the  -canal  with. 

3  Div:  EAST,  of  the  inter-corps"  boundary.  On  the  LEFT/ 12  .-.Corps  oraered 

a  night  attack,  which  was  successful,  and  another  bridgehcau  was  est¬ 
ablished  across  the  canal’  with  the  object  of  building  a  class  9  bring e 
by  morning  18-  September, 

3.0th  Corps  reported  that  enemy  reaction  on  their  fronco  had 
been  considerable.  ’ 

18  SEPTEMBER 


106.  '  ■  30  Corps,  led  by  Guards  Amd  Div,  resumed  their  advance  from 

ViHraSWA^ED.  at  O6OO  hours  against  considerable- opposAulon,  p it 

for  most;  of  the  day  centered  about  AALST-  E  41  am  i-JuIDriO^.  a  -i 

. ,  ./were  made 


■were  made  .to  operate,  .off  the  road  and  to  broaden,  the  front,  -  but  the  ground 
.was  unsuitable'  for  tanks,  and  the  enemy  .resistance  .was.  strong.  The 
capture  of  EINDHOVEN  from-  the. NORTH  by  101  US  Airborne  Div  eventually 
eased  the  situation.  '  Contact .was  established,  between  the  two  divs  about 
1700.  "hours , ,  and  the  Guards  Armd  pushed  through.  EINDHOVEN  to  the  Southern 
bank  of  'the  WHJEEMDTA  Canal  near  SON,  where  they  proceeded  to  construct 
a  class  40  bridge. 

50  Div  continued  their,  mopping  up  operations  further  SOUTH 
and' maintained  their  hold  bn  the  MEUSE  -  ESCAUT,  Canal  bridgehead  in 
spite  of  repeated  enemy  counter  attacks  from  the  NS.  In  order  to  re¬ 
lieve  30  Corps  of  the  responsibility  for  this  bridgehead,  50  Div  came 
■under  operational  command  of  8  Corps. 

107.,  101  US  Airborne  Div  consolidated  its  hold  on  all  the  nodal ; 

points  along  the  axis  up  to  and  excluding  the  CRAVE  bridge. 

82.  US  .  Airborne  Div  continued  to  .  drive  for  the  MIJMEG3N,- 
bridges  but  an  increase  in  the  enerqy  build-up  prevented  their  capture. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  counter  attacks  from  the  REICHSWALD  Forest 
was  made  -  in  the.  morning.  .  It  ..achieved  some  -  temporary  success  and  reached 
the  Landing  Zone  nearest  to  the  Forest,  but- was  eventually  repulsed  and 
'the  area  was. cleared,  '  ■ 

1  Brit  Airborne  Div  held  the  area  of  the  Dropping  Zones  and 
Landing  Zones.,  though  they  were  not  able  wholly  to  prevent -enemy  fire 
on  them.  Little  further  progress  was  made  towards' the  bridges .where 
troops  of  1  para  Bde  were  being. attacked  by  SS  troops  supported  by  . ' 
Tiger  tanks  -and  SB  guns.  The  second'  (glider)  lift  of  the  Div  was 
unfortunately , delayed  four  hours  owing  to  fog  over  the  bases  in  the  UK, 
This  favoured  the  enemy  build-up  and  when  these  reinforcements  did. 
attempt  to  break  through  to  the  bridges,  they  were  held  up  at  the 
■Western  outskirts  of  the  town  and  their  own  axis  was  cut.  Thus  the 
Div  was  -  in  three  parts,  . 

'.  •  •  .  I  •  .4  .  ■ 

During  this  day,  1360  carrier  aircraft  and  1203  gliders  took 
off  and  their  losses  were  very  light  (22  aircraft  and  21  gliders). 

108.  On  the  flanks-  of  30  Corps,  8  Corps  established  a  small 
bridgehead  ever  the  ESCAUT  Canal  in  the  LILLE  ST  HUBERT  area  K  49-. 

On  the  :  LEFT  1.2  Corps  had  two  Bdes  across  in  their  newly-established, 
crossing  of  the  Canal, 

19  SEPTEMBER  • 

109.  .  On  this  day  the  weather  was  bad  for  flying  and  H  hour  was 
postponed  to  1500  hours.  The.  aircraft  which  took  off  had  great 
difficulty  in  reaching  their  objectives  and  many  turned  sack.  Nearly 
all  the  resupply  for'  1  Airborne  Div  fell  into  enemy  hands,  and  most  of 
the  polish  Para  Bde  could,  not  take  off  from  the  US,  The  balance  of 
8-2  Airborne  Div'. s .  glider, :lift  (258  gliders)  did  not  go  in  at  all,  and 
only  about  25  per  cent,  of  their  resupply  could  reach  them.  _  Of  384- 
gliders  for  101  Airborne  Div  only  212  arrived.  Severe  flak  was  also 
being  encountered  between  the  point  where  the  air  columns  dispersed 
SOUTH  of  H3RT0GEN30SCE  ;34,  and  the  Landing  and  Dropping  Zones. 

110.  At  0615  hours  Guards  Armd  Div  started  to  cross  the  bridge  at 
SON,  and  by  O83O  hours  their  leading  elements  had  passed  over  GRfVE. 
bridge  and  by  1400  hours  the  armd  bde  was  concentrated  just  -SOUTH  of 

'  NIJMEGEN. .  Here  82  US  Airborne  Div  was. .having  a  stiff  fight  with 
-troops,  of  9  SS  Div,  ,  At  1500  hours,  a.  combined  attack'. by  82  US  Air¬ 
borne  and  the  Guards  was- .put.  in  .to  secure  the  bridges  which  were  re¬ 
ported  to  be  still  intact.  The  enemy  had  a  number  of^SP  guns  and 
concrete  pill-boxes , around  the  Southern  end  of  the  bridge,  and  our 

... /troops 
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troops  could  make  little  headway, 

possession  of  the.  bridge.,, 


At  last  light,  the  enemy. were  still  i 


m 


i11*  At  ARNHEM  the  situation  was  obscure  and  deteriorating.  The 

Div  v/as  trying  co  concentrate  all  available  forces  some  3  nilcs  WEST  of 

zSes'or'p  ?iie  f  the  S^e  time ■  guarding  the  Landing  and  Dropping 
Z  nes  x  or  polish  irara  Bde.  nQ  ana.  one  bn  of  1  para  Bde  still  held  an 
.^es  at.tne  .ijorthern  end  of  the  bridge  but  casualties  had  been-  heavy, 

^  conf  1&er^°xf  ^ammunition  and  supplies  were  running  short. 

p5®  f  °  °tIaer  of  tne  Bde,  together  with  one  bn  from  each  of  4  Pars 
iff  ,d  f  Axrloncang  Bde,  made  another  attempt  to  establish  a  corridor 
hrouga  to  the  bridge,  but  they  failed  to  break  through  and  very  few 

112 *  .  ■  The  rest' of  30  corps  and  101  US  Airborne  Div  were  still  mopping 

•up^pocnets  of  cnespy.  resistance  in.  the  EDCDECVEN  area.  The  enemy  were  in 

thelEST0n^tn  aL  t0  tho  SASU  of  the  axis,  and  at  SC1HJMDEL  E  43  to 


.  ,  ?n  0  mad  12  Corps  fronts  progress  was  slow  in  difficult  country 
v  hich  was  being-  stubbornly  defended.  11  Amd  Div  reached  LEENDE--E  40 
and  haci  patrols  3  giles  further  on  at  HEEZE.  In  12  Corps  sector  53 
Div  at  caching  NORTH  and  "WEST  made  -slow  progress. 

20 'SEPTEMBER'  , 

-  i  r^le  v/ea^iier  was  again  bad  and  only  resupply  missions,  could  be 
earned  out*  • .  T.hese  /were  about  60  per  cent  successful. 

Td'c  kain  considerations  affecting,  operations  bn.  this  day  were 
•  co  seoure  tte  NIJ1IE(S5N  .bridge,  to  ward  off  attacks  from  the  EEIOffevAJD 
Forest  where  the  enemy  was  building-up,  and  the  overriding  necessity  of 
relieving  1  Airborne  Div.  • 

1x4.  d  At  first  light  Guards  Armoured  Div  started  to  clear  NIJJ/lEGpN 
as  a  step  towards  securing  the  bridge,  while  5 04  US  Para  Regt  prepared 
to. make  an  assault -crossing  of  the  R  WAAL  -WEST-  of  the  town." 

At ' 1500  hours  the  assault  crossing  began.  In  the  face -of 
heavy  and  close  fire,  and  suffering  severe  casualties,  the' US' Regt  made 
a  small  bridgehead  end  gradually  expanded  it.  They  then  turned  EAST, 
then  the  American  flag  -  could,  be  seek  on  tho  far  bank  at  1730  hours -a 
.  small  force,  including  tanks  and  inf  .of  the  GRENADIERS  who.  by  'then  wore 
lighting  on  the  approaches  to  the  road  bridge,  supported  %'  SP  'anti-tank 
guns  and  EEs,  rushed  the  bridge  and  crossed  the  6 00  yards  span  to  join 
up.  with  the  US ; para  troops.  By  2015  hours  the  position  was  strengthened, 
bnd  a  firm  bridgehead  established,  .  . 

115.  ..At  iiRNriEM  the.  position  of  the  troops  at  the  bridge  was  now 
critical.  Ammunition  had  ran  out  and  300  "wounded  had  to  be  surrendered. 
The  houses,  from,  which  they  were  fighting-  were  gradually  burnt  out  by 
incendiaries.  Finally,  at  0500  hours  on: 21  September j  they  were  formed 
up  into  small  groups  and  ordered  to  make  their  way  back  if  possible  to 
the  main -body,  The  remainder  of  1  Airborne  Div  was  defending  its 
perimeter,  but  this  had  to  be- gradually  contracted  as  enemy  infiltration 
increased,,  .'The  hoped-for  drop  of  the  Polish  para  Bde  was  again  post¬ 
poned  owing  to  the  weather. 


116  V 


82  US  Airborne  Div  successfully  withstood  several  enemy 


attacks,  fighting  in  the  BEEN,  area- about.  3'.milcs-SE'  of  NIJMEGEN  bridge 
being" particularly  violent. 

"  To  the  SOUTH  101. /US  Airborne  'Div -  maintained  their  positions' 
and  ..repulsed  an  enemy  attack  at  SON.  From  -the '  HSIiKMD  area -the  enemy 
made  another  attack' at.  0800,-kours  with  tanks' -SP;  guns"- and  infantry,  "" 

,/to  cut  the 


»  O 
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to  cut  the  L  of  C.  An  organised  attack  by  501  HOT,  assisted  by  15/1 9E, 
44  R  Iks,  SRT. ■-and- -Main-  HQ ,50  Corps,  restored  the  situation- at  1100  hours, 
and  the  flow  of  traffic  was  able  to  continue. 

On  the  EIGHT  flank- -8  Corps  secured  ACHEL  K  49  and  HAMOWT'  49 
both:  of  which  were  short"  of  the  .Dutch  frontier.  ■'  On  the  LEFT  12  Corps 
.-  made  bone -progress  -and  .reached  the  road  EETDH0VEN  TUENH0UT,  but  re¬ 
ported  stiff  opposition  from  the  BEST..  . 

.-:  21 -to  26-  SEPTEMBER  -  .-  '  :  , 

117.  During  this  period,  the  main  items  were  the  expansion  of  the 

NIJMEGEN -bridgehead;  ...enemy  activities  against  the  L  of  C  but  neverthe¬ 
less  a  gradual  widening  of  the  corridor;  and  the  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  relieve  1  Airborne  Div  and  its  eventual  withdrawl. 

Except; on  23  September  bad  weather  severely  restricted,  air, 
.operations,  and  on  22  .September  no', .troop:  carrier  operations  were 
possible  at  all,  y -  j- 

■118,  On  21  September  the  Guards.Armd.Div  attempted  to  reach  ARNHEM 

and ‘carry  out  their  .  original  task,  while  43 -Div  came  up.. into  the  -NXJ1/EGM 
bridgehead.  progress  hoT^ever  was  slow,  -and.  the.  advance,  was  finally, 
halted  by  a  strong  anti-tank  screen  .some  ,600  yards  SOUTH  of  the  railway 
station  at  BESSEM  E  7^.  The  armour  was  forced  to  keep  to  the  road 
which  was  about  6  feet  above  the  surrounding  country  and  had  deep, 

-  ditches  on  both  sides.  Artillery  support  was  strictly  limited  and  air 
support  was  reduced"  owing  to  -the  bad  flying  weather. 

ARNHEM  itself  was  now  completely  controlled  by  the  enemy,  and 
at  I7OO  hours  he'  captured  the  ferry  at  .HEVIADOKP  E  67,  thus  cutting  the 
•  last  possible  link  to  the  SOUTH-  side  of  the  M3DER  RIJN, 

At  1700  hours  about  two-thirds  of  .the  Polish  Para  Bde.were; 
dropped  in  the  acrea  NW  and  NORTH  of  ELST  E  77.  Owing,  to  flak,  this 
drop'. was  made  -  a  good  deal  nearer  ELST  than  had  been  intended  and  the 
Bde  suffered  heavy  casualties.  There  was  some  delay  -in  concentrating 
the  Bde  in  the  area  from  which- they  were  to  cross  to  -reinforce  1 
Airborne  Div.  , 

119,  On  22  September  the  attack  was  renewed  by  .43  Div,  while  Guards 
■  Armd  Div  rested  and  made  reconnaissances  further  to  the,  WEST  and  to  the 

HERT0GEKB0SCH  area. 

The  43  Div  attack  was  eventually  held  up  outside  ELST.  after 
./some  stiff  fighting.  A  mobile  column  of  one  bn  inf  and  one  sqn  tanks 
made  a  detour  BEST  and  succeeded  in  joining,  up  with  the  poles  at  DRIEL 
67  and  in  reaching  the  NEDER  RIJN.  As,  however,,  the  river  bank  was 
under  close  range  fire,  and  the  DUKft'S  (carrying  ammunition,  medical 
supplies  -  etc)  could  not  negotiate,  the  steep  banks,  only  a  very  small 
amount  of  stores  could  be  got  over  by  improvised  means. 

At  1300  hours  the  30  Corps  axis/ was  cut  between  UDEN  and 
:  VESSEL,. With  inf  and' tanks,  and  at  the  same,  time  the  eneny  started 
.  shelling  ST  0EDEMR0DE.  The'  inf  bde.  of  : Guards. .  Armd  Div  was  despatched 
.  to  deal  with  this  threat, "  and. at  1530  hours  on  23  September  the  axis  was 
cleared,  though  it  still  remained  under  shell  and  small  amis  fire. 

120.  On  the  23rd,  43  Div  slightly  strengthened  the  corridor  to  the 
NEDER  RIJN  but '  by  nightfall  had  not  completely,  cleared  ELST.  In  the 
afternoon  353  Glider  Inf  Regt  (82  US  Airborne  Div)  and  the  balance  of 
Polish  Para  Bde  were  landed  near  GRAVE,  .  During  the  night  23/24 
September  about  250  Polos  were  ferried  across  the  NEDER  RIJN  and  a  number 
succeeded  in  linking  up  with  1  Airborne  Div.  On  -the.  following  night  4 

'  D0RSETS  (43  Div)  were  able  to  ferry  some  350  men  across,  but  the  intense 

, , ./fire  put 
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fire  put  a  stop  to  the  proceedings  at  first  light.  Contact  was  made 
with  the,  bnemy  but  elements,  of  1  Airborne  Div  could  not  he  located. 

■■■’  ..Orders  were.: issued  on  23  September^ that  the- fly-irbof  52  (L)  ^ 

Div  was  .postponed 'indefinitely.  . 

Fighting  continued  to  "be  violent  in  the  area  of  ELST  and 
BEMMEL  E  76,  the  enemy  SOUTH  of  ARNHEM  having  been  reinforced  with;  inf/ 
and  tanks,  and  it  was  not  until  the  late  afternoon  of  25  September  that 
these  localities  were  completely  ..clear.  ,  r 

Meanwhile  the  main  axis  was  again  cut  SOUTH  of  VEGHEL  at  I63O 
hours.;, on  "24  .September,  In- spite'  of.,. strenuous  efforts  by. '.101  US  Airborne 

Div,  the  enemy  built  up  a  considerable  force:  during  the'  night  -.;inf,  •  .  ■- 
tanks  and  SP  guns.  On  25  September  101  US  Airborne  Div  from  the  NORTH 
supported  by  44  RTR,  in  concert  with  50  Div  from  the  SOUTH,  endeavoured 
to  restore  the  situation.  By  dark  the  enemy  had  been  cleared  from  all 
but  a,  small  area  SOUTH  of  the  road,  which  was,  however,  still  closed. 

It  was  not  until  26  September  that  the  area  was  sufficiently  clear  for 
traffic  to  use  the  axis, 

121.  During  this  period,  8  and  12  Corps  had  been  making  progress  on 
the  flanks,  but  they  too  were  up  against  a  stubborn  enemy  in  difficult 
country.  While  advances  were  made  on  both  sides  of  EINDHOVEN,  WEERT 
was  captured  -on  22  September,  and  DEUENE  E  62  on  24th.  By  the  evening 
of  25  September,  EEEMOND  and  GEMSRT  were  in  our  hands,  and  8  Corps  made 
contact  with  30  Corps  in  the  area  of  ST  ANTONIS  73. 

On  the  LEFT  flank,  12  Corps  slowly  cleared  the  area  between 
the  road  EINDHOVEN  -  TURNEOUT  and  the  road  EINDHOVEN  -  HERTOC-SNBOSCH,  and 
made  progress  towards  SCIUJNDEL,  but  the  enemy  was  still  holding  out  in 
BEST  32  and  BOXTEL  33. 

122.  On  the  morning  of  25  September  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  1 
Airborne  Div  from  their  positions  NORTH  of  the  1TEDHR  RIJN  that  night. 
Their  bridgehead  was  no  longer  tenable  owing  to  casualties  and  shortage 
of  ammunition  and  supplies.  -  The  necessary  reinforcements  and  supplies 
could  only  be  provided  on  a  limited  scale  by  night  with  assault  boats 
etc,  and  each  effort  would  mean  a  major  operation  since  the  enemy 
dominated  the  crossing  places  from  the  high  ground  NE  and  N¥.  Moreover, 
the  area  in  which  the  Airborne  Div  "was  located  was  not  suitable  for 
expansion  into  a  Corps  bridgehead. 

125.  During  the  night  25/26  September  43  Div  carried  out  the  with¬ 

drawal  operation  with  assault  boats.  This  was  done  with  the  greatest 
gallantry  and  skill  by  all  concerned,  and  by  0600  hours  on  26  September, 
"when  intense  fire  made  further  crossings  impossible,  2163  men  of  the 
Airborne  Div,  160  of  Polish  para  Bde  and  75  of  4  DORSET  were  safely 
evacuated,  180  men  of  the  latter  Regt  were  left  on  the  NORTH  bank  of 
the  river,  still  fighting  to  cover  the  withdrawal.  A  few  of  then 
managed  to  return  the  .following  night. 

RESULT 

124.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  operation  would 

have  been  completely  successful  If  the  weather  been  more  favourable. 

The  arrival  of  the  polish  Para  Bde  and  325  Glider  Inf  RCT  (82  US  Air¬ 
borne  Div)  on  D  plus  2  as  planned  might  have  provided  in  time  the 
essential  extra  inf  for  the  tasks  at  ARNHEM  and  NIJMEGEN .  Moreover, 

better  weather  T/ould  have  permitted  adequate  air  supply,  and  the 
normal  scale  of  air  support  to  the  ground  troops. 

Nevertheless,  a  deep  thrust  of  some  60  miles  was  made  into 
country  occupied  and  held  by  a  stubborn  enemy,  five  major  water 
obstacles  were  successfully  negotiated  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition 

.,,/and  the  plan 
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and  the  plan  as  originally  conceived  was  90  per  cent  successful. 


.  The  posssession  of  .the  bridge-  at  GRAVE  and  of  the  NIJMEGEN  area 
was  to  be  of  considerable  importance  in  the.  later  operations,  which 
were  to  result  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the. 'WEST  bank  of  the  RHINE! 

LOSSES  ’  - 

125.  -The  enemy  lost  16,000  prisoners  and  3.0  tanks  and  SP  guns  des¬ 
troyed;  159  of  his  aircraft  were  also  destroyed. 

Total  casualties  of  the  Airborne  Corps  were  9,600,  of  which 
the  Brit  element  was  6986  including  322  killed. 


-  33  - 

- ^^_Qj^RATIQ!NIS  TO  OPEN  .ANTWERP  AMD  CLEAR  THE  LOWER  RHINE 

A.  GffljRAL  PLAN  CF  THE  BATTLE 

12Z'.  „  Towards  the  end  of  September  in  general  terms'- the;  boundary 

between  Second  Brit  Army  and  First  Odn  Army  was  MALINES  J  ji  - 
TURNHOUT  E  00  -  TILBURG  E  .13,"  KSRTOGENBCSCH  E'34  -  UTRECID?  E  29, 

'Gdn  Amy  a  re grouping;. w as  taking  place,  1:  Corps'  from  LE 
HAVRE  crossed  over  to  the  EIGHT  of  the  Army  sector  to  SE  of  AMWERP 
relieving  fmns  of  12  Corps,  The  Polish  Arndt  Div];  which  had  been  * 
relieved,  of -its  responsibilities  in  the.  area. WEST  of  ANTWERP', on  24 
September,  joined  1  Corps,  ,Ln  2  Cdn:, Corps  sector  j  2  C3n  Ihf  Div 
handed  over  the  Investment  of  DUNKIRK  to  4  SS  Bde, 

127-  It  can  be  said  that  the  operations  to  open  ANTWERP:  started 

ZZ  1  '  '0n  this  date ,2,0 dn : Inf,  Div  mre*  in  process  of  crossing 

the  ANTWERP  -  TURNHOUT  Canal  through  the  1  Corps  bridgehead  about  5 

Jl™  T -  0f  TnRKHGtrT ’>■  The .  are a  between .  the  SCHELDT.  -Estuary  ahd 
been  completely  olearedl  All  enemy  forces  SOUTH  of 
:  Jyf J™:  SCHELDT  had  been  confined  in  the  "  is  forced  by'' the 

P  VOJAARDS  ELAAT  D  2003,  the  LEOPOLD  Canal  and  the  sea.  Here  they 
were  being  contained  by  4  Gdn, AmdvDiv,  CALAIS -Was.  being  finally 
mopped  up  by" 3  Odn  Inf  Div,  ■■■... 

.The  plan  to .  open  ANTWERP  fell .  into  thrb'e  -Darts; - 

•  £.t£st;  Tb  seal  off  the  isthmus  leading  to  SOUTH  BEVELAND  D  42 
and  to  ©bear  the  11  island"  SOUTH /of-  the  SCHELDT. 

SerOTd;  To  clear  SOUTH  BEVELAND  by' -an' advance  along  the  isthmus 
in  conjunction  with  an  assault . across  the  estuary  from 
the  SOUTH,  ,,  -.,:A  ,  ■  - 

Third;  To  clean  WALOHEREN  D  13  'by  concentric 'attacks  from  the 
EAST,  SOUTH  and  WEST.  This  involved  a  second  crossing 
.  ~b©  estuary  and  a  -  seaborne  expedition  from  one  of 

Channel  Ports  „  .  The- fixed  and  heavy  defences  of 

.WALCHEREN.  were.  to  be  neutralised  by  bombing  the  sea 
■  dykes  .and.  flooding  the  island,  '••  ■■■*■'  '  ;  :  ■ 

, '  ,  While  these  operations  were -in  progress  the  RIGHT  wing  of 
First  Odn  Army  would  be  advancing  from  : the  ANTWERP  -  TURNHOUT  Canal 
across  the  general  line  of  the . road. TILBURG  ~  BREDA  D  93’ -  ROOSENDAAL 
D  73  ~  BER GEN-OP- ZOOM  D  62  to  the  MAAS  *  J  .  A  ■ 

B.  'THE  ENEMJ  STRENGTH  AND  GENERAL  LAYOUT  -IN  THE  AREA- 

.129.  At  .  the  beginning  of  October  about  nine  -enemy  ihf  divs  were 

SOUTH  of  the  MAAS,  .WEST  of  /RNHEM.  Of  .'.these,  there  were  four  main 

divisional  groups  who  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  clearing  the 
SCHELDT  Estuary.  Two  were  in  the  area  BREDA  -  ANTWERP  -  BERGEN- OP- ZOOM • 
HOLLAND  ,  SOUTH  of  the  Estuary,  was  held  by  64  Ihf  Div,  ’  which  contained  ' 
a  large1  proportion  of  experienced troops,  from  the -Russian  front.  SOUTH 
BEVELiiND  and  VALCHEREN  "were  garrisoned  by  70  Inf  Div,  ■ 

Defences  around  the  SCHELDT  Estuary...  ■ 


130 .  The  enemy  coastal  defence  system  analogous  in  nearly  all 

respects  to  that  found  along  the  Channel  Coast  was.  designed  to  prevent 
access',  to  the  mouth  of  the  SCHELDT  Large  ■  coastal  batteries.-  located 
on  WALCHEREN  ISlLkND  covered  the  .entrances  :  to  the  SCHELDT.,,  their,  fire.  :  ' 
being  crossed  by  heavy  . "and  medium  batteries  situated  in  the  "  island" 
formed  by  the  LEOPOLD  Canal.  -  7; 

"ISLAND”  ;";i  ' 


9 
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3  ’  fa)  '  The  ^MD11'  '  '  '  '  . . 

The  area  was  completely  flat  with  a  network  of  minor  canals 
,  .  .  ■  •  and.  ditches  and  numerous  areas  were  flooded-.  it  Was  crisS- 
crossed  by  dykes  mostly  carrying  roads  and  tracks.  The  ' 

.  fields  or  polders  were- open land  afforded- little  cover  and 
,:.the  bearing  capacity  of  the  soil  was  poor.  -  "•  v 


.  .The  ;  enemy  .positions  on  the. far  side  of  the  canal  wore  known , 
to  be  dug  in  on  the  reverse .side  of  the  canal  dyke,  difficult 
-  to  neutralise  with  HE  and  SA  fire.  .-  -  v  - 


In  his  defensive  battle  the  enemy  was  materially  assisted  by 
the  -  fixed  coast,  defences  -  of  BRTSKENS  D  01  ,'  CADZAND  C'  91  and  '" ' 

;:p  EN00KE  0  81,1  and  the  btys  on  -  WALCHEREN  Island. 

(h)  SQUTH-.  BEVELAKD  and  WAL.GHSREH  Island'. 

(i)  SOUTH  BE¥ELAND  ,  ;  ’  • : 

The  greater,  part  of,  SOUTH eBEVELAND  is  reclaimed  land'  ■ 
held  in  position  by  dykes.  Movement  is  restricted  toy 
one  main  road  and  the  minor  approach  roads  along  the 
dykes  SOUTH  of.  the  main  road  1  Large  areas  had  already 
been  flooded  while  the  remainder  was  saturated  ground. 

There  were  few:  fixed,  defences  on  SOUTH' BEVELAND  and  the 
enemy  relied  largely  on  inundations,  extensive  use  of 
mines  and  cratering  to.' hamper  .attacking'  forces'  i'll-.,  t  . 

(ii)  WALCHIiREN  Island 

The  defences  were  sited- primarily,  to  prevent  a  seaborne 
.,  ...landing  from  the  'WEST  and.  to  cover  the  entrance  to  the 
IrtEST..  SCHELDT.  The  WEST-  and  SOUTH  sides  of  the  island 
were  protected  by  underwater  obstacles,  wire  and  inf 
...  positions  on. the  dykes  and  dunes  with  gun  btys  in  support 
behind.  FLUSHING  had  a  perimeter  defence  System 
including  two  anti-tank  ditches.  The  strongpoints  on 
:  the  S¥  coast,  similar  in  design  -and  function- to  those 

of  the  NCRILIHDT  beaches  were  fairly  heavily  fortified  :as! 

■  f ar  NORTH. , as  WESTKAPELLE,  though  less  heavily  fortified 
than  those  at  FLUSHING.  Beaches  and  dunes'  and  their 
exits  were  thoroughly  mined.  On  the  island  there  were 
25  active -.coast  btys  mounting  four  or  six  guns.  Calibres.:  . 
ranged  from  94  non  to  220  mm,  the  majority  being  150  mm 
and  105  mm.  .  In  addition  there  were  numerous ;  88  mms  and  ■ 
.smaller- ■  guns  sited;  in  strongpoints .  The  AA  defences  were-'-' 
heavy.  -:  -  ,.  -  v .  - .  . -  •  .  -  •  ••  : 

131*  The  SCHELDT .  and,  its.  approaches  had  been  'extensively -mined; 

the  Germans  .  operated  a  number  .of -explosive  motor,  boats  etc,  and  midget  >■ 
submarines  in  the  area.'  :  ••  "  •  -  o 

C,  FORCES  EMPLOIED  TO  CARRY  OUT  THE  TASK  -  ;;i  bi 

1 .  CORPS  .  '.  .  .w  > 

132.  The  task  of  clearing  the  area  between'’  the  ANTWERP  -  TURNHOUT  ' 

Canal  ahd  the ■  MAAS ; was  given  to  1  Corps.  Initially  1  Corps  .had  49  " 
and  51  Divs  and ; the  Polish  Armd  Div’.  '  51  Div  was  transferred,  to  12“ 

Corps  on  .17' October.  when-Second. Army  were  developing  their 'operations 
against  HERTOGENBCSGH  and  TILBURG.  4  Cdn  Armd  Div-  and  104  US'  DivJ 
then  came  into  1  Corps, 


. . ,/2  CDN  CORPS 
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2  cm  COKES  ..  ...;.  .. . k,y  k  ; 

133.  .  Clearin-gethe.  SCHELDT  was  the-.; responsibility,  of  2  G-dn  Corps. 
2  Cdn  Inf  Div.  had. the  task  of  sealing  off.  the . isthmus  and  clearing 
SOUTH  BETEttoND,  ¥it,h  the  assistance  of  4  Cdn  Arad  Div  who  were  to 
contain  the  enemy,  j  Cdn  Inf  Div  were  to  destroy  the  enemy  on  the 
:;island,!SUUTH  of  the  SCHELDT.  ;4  SS  Bde  was  to  make  the.  seaborne  -  : 
attack  on  UitLQHEFtETsV :■  .  : ..  y\  .  ■,  t  Ay,  .. -v.  1  ■ 

,In  the  course  of  the  operations,  certain  modifications- 
were  made  to  these  .plans.;  ;  52  Div  from  the  UK  joined  in.  they 

operations  SUUTH  of  the  SCHELDT  about  the  middle  of  October,  and  4‘ 
Cdn  Arnd  Div, .then  moved  round. -EAST  of  .ANTWERP  to  operate  - on  the 
RIGHT  of  2:  Cdn  Inf  Div,  .  -  .  k,;,  -1 

iMHEEBIANS  '  ■  t--.-  -y. 


134*  In  order, _to  cape  with  'the*'' inundations  .and- the- saturated  ground, 

and  to  make,  C.orssings-  of  the  WEST  SCHELDT,  a  -  number  -of  amphibians  were 
made  available,. '.including  -some  200  LVTs  {"Buffaloes';)  and  M  290s 
("Weasels"),  DUKWs  and  Terrapins.-  J.;:. ' 

ROYAL  NLYY  .  i.krcv  y.  •:  ‘  -  v-kv  ■  ' 

135.  .  The  seaborne.  as.s.ault  was;  to 'be  made  by  Force  "T"',  'which  con- 

sisted  of  approximately : 200.  landing  and  blose  support  craft,  supported 
by  a  Bombardments  Squadron  of .  MS  War  spite  and.  monitors.  /'-e  -  -/ 

D.  SUCCESS  ■  ACHIEVED  . -.y  .  ;.-k  y  ,'  'A  ■  Ay  A  " -  -  :  --  wi  ■;  " 


DERATIONS  TU  OPEN  ANTWERP  3EALING~0FF  SOUTH -BEVELLND 


136.  ■!  On  1  October  the  LEFT  bde  of  2  C.dn  Inf  Div  occupied  MERXEM 
J  79  without  opposition,  and  theN  RIGHT  bde  vms  in  BRECHT  D  81.  The 
Northern  outskirts,  of  LJATwERP  up  to  the  Dutch  frontier -were  cleared 
quickly,  but  further  EAST  the  enemy  made  use  of  the  wooded,  country  to 
delay  the  advance.  By  7  October,  however,  the  area  of  WOENSDREOHT 
D  62  was  reached^  opposition  stiffened  considerably  as  the  Isthmus/was 
approached. 


.  Some  .days;. -.were;.. spent  .in  .  dealing  -. with  paratroops  who  weir e -dug 
in  among  the  dykes  .and;  railway-  embankments  in  the  WGENSDRECHT  area,  vdiile 
attempts  were  made  •  tP  push .  up  along  the  main  road- to  KORTEVBN .  D  62. 

Enemy  counter-attacks;  withMnf  yandr- tdnks,  were  frequent,  but  the  positions 
generally  were  held  and  the- enemy  was  gradually.,  .worn  downy  the  isthmus 
was  virtually  sealed,  .  k  :kyA  -;- 


By  20  October,  4  Cdn  Armd  Div  had  '.-arrived  NE  of  ANTWERP  and 
began  to  exert  pressure  around  OAIMPTtUUT  . D-  7;1  and  AGHTERBRGEK  D  71»- 
They  pushed,  on  with  vigour  and  on  the. evening  of  -23  October  crossed  the 
Dutch  frontier  at  ESSCHEN  D  72*  2  Cdn  Inf  Div  had  meanwhile  improved 

their  positions  and  were  ready  to  advance  WEST-  along-  the  isthmus. 

CLEARING  THE  SOUTH-  BANK  OF  THE  SCHELDT  k  a  ./k  :.y 

137.  -  The  plan  of  3  Cdn  Inf  Div  was-  -briefly  as  follows.  7  Bde  to 

establish  a  bridgehead  •  acros-s  the  LEOPOLD' Canal- NORTH  of.MALDEGEM  J  09 
through  which  8  Bde- -was-  to  pass.  8  Bde  was-,  then  to  s  eize  crossings  over 
the  canals  at  SLUIS  C  90  and' RETRAlCHEivIENT  C  91’  and  clear-  the  KNOGKE 
area.  9  Bde  was  to  assault  across  the  SAVOJAARDS  HALIT  D  231 3  on  D 
plus  2  and  establish  a  bridgehead  on  the  ikST  of  the  island  from  which 
they  were  to  clear  the  coast  up  to  BRESKENS  D  01*.  1 

133.  The  assault  across  the  LEOPOLD  Canal  was  launched  at  0530  hrs 

on  6  October -with  two,  bns  after  the  enemy  positions  on  the  far  bank  had 


.../been  flamed 
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b°c*  flaned  hy  VASPs.  Small  shallow  bridgeheads  were  made'  in  the  face 
_  ^anacicai ^opposition  and  enfilade  fire  down  the  canal  from  the  .WEST. 
it  was  four  days  before  the  bridgehead  could  be  sufficiently  expanded 
to  enable 'the- bridges  to  be  built.  The  energy  reinforced  and'  counter¬ 
attacked  repeatedly,  but  it  turned  out  later  that  in  these  efforts  he 
had  spent  a  considerable  'portion  of  his  best  troops.  ,  ■  ■ 

i35.  9  Gdn  Inf  Bde  on  release  from  the  CALAIS  operations,  was 

moved  to  GHENT  to  "marry-up"  with  the  LVTs  of  5  Assault- Reg.t  EE  (79 
irrmd  Div).  The  Assault  Group  (two  bns  and  Tac  Bde  HQ)  sailed  up  the 
GHENT  -  TEENEUZIN  Canal  on  the  evening  of  7  October.  There  was  24 
hours'  delay,  at  TEKNEUZM  owing  .to  trouble  at  the  locks,  and  the  column 
harboured  in  the  area  without  being  seen  by  the  enemy  guns  and  QPs 
across  the  SCHELDT.  At  0020  hrs  on  9  October, 'the  expedition  emerged 
into  the  SCHELDT  and  sailed  some  4  or  5  miles  to  land  two  hours  later 
on  oeaches  at  the  Eastern  tip  of  the ’island:'  Surprise  was  complete  ' 
and  a  bridgehead  was  established  without  much  opposition. 

:  During  the  day,  however,  the  guns  from. FLUSHING  and  BRESKBNS. 
opened  on  the. bridgehead  and  the  craft  plying  across  the  SAVOJAARDS  '  ) 
IL^.T.  Enemy  reinforcements  arrived  and  counter-attacked,'  but  the 
hold  on  the  island  Y/as  slowly  extended. 

,In  view  of  the  tough  opposition  on  the  LEOPOLD  Canal,  8  Cdn ■  ■ 
Bde  were  Drought  round  and  passed  across  the  SAVOJAARDS  ELAAT.  .9 
Cdn  Bde^ captured  the  small  harbour  of  HOUFD1LAAT  /D  11,  and  BIERVLIET 
D  11  while  8  Cdn  Bde’ pushed  SOUTH  and  St? 'to  open  up  a  land  route  at 
the  Southern  end  of  SAVOJAARDS  HaaT  in  conjunction  with  4  Cdn  Amid 
Div.  This  was  effected,  after  some  fierce  fighting,  on  14  October. 

The  two  odes  now  fought  on  from  one  dyke  to  another,  and  on  19th, 
junction  was.  made  with  troops  .from  the  T.EOBJLD LCanal  bridgehead  near 
ST  KRUIS  D  00.  The  enemy  was  slowly  pushed  back  to  the  line 
BR33KENS  -  SCHUONDIJKS  D  01  -  00ST3URG  -  SLUIS,  BRESZEN8  being 
finally  cleared  oir  22  October. 

v.r  It  is  now  necessary'  to  revert  to  the  ■operations  across 
SOUTH  'BEVELaND.  ■  •.  •  1  '  V 

SOUTH  BEVELED 

140..  "...  ..while  4  Cdn  Ariad  Div  attacked  towards  BERGEN  OP  ZOOM  to 

secure. the  RIGHT  flank,  two  bdes  of  2  Cdn  Inf  Div  were  to  attack 
along'... the  isthmus,'  secure  'a  crossing .  over  the  BEVeLAND  Canal  D  42, 
and  drive  li/EST  to  seize  the  causeway  between  SOUTH  BEVELAND-  arid 
AALCHEREN.  ..'  The  third  bde  was  to  cross  the  SCHELDT  from  TERNEUZEN-V  .r>', 
to.  the  vicinity  of  BAARLAID  D  31,  and  join  up  with  the  rest  of  the  " 

Div  in  the  area  of  GRAVEN  POLDER  D  32. 


52- Div  had  now  arrived  from  the  UK  and  in  view  of .  the 
stiff  fighting  .which  had  already  taken  place  at  the  isthmus,  156  . 
Bde  -of  .this  Div  was- given  the  task  of  making  the  SCHELDT,  crossing.  . 

1;+1.  _  At  0430  hrs  on  24  October  2  Cdn  Inf  Div  started  ijhe 

advance  into  SOUTH  BEVELAND.  SOUTH  of  the  main  road  ■  progress  was 
fairly  good,  but  along  the  road  and  NORTH  of  it.  opposition  was  very 
stiff  and  the  advance,  v/as  further  delayed  by  the  wholesale;  crater¬ 
ing  of , the. road.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  unsuitable, 

.piece  .of,  country  iri- which  to  fight  a  battle.  Nevertheless,  the- 
Canadians .were  able;  to  clear  the  isthmus  and  on  27  October  they 
reached  the  BEVELLED  ;  C  anal,  which  is  about  30C  feet  wide,  ,  and 
proceeded  to  bridge  it.;- 


142.  Meanwhile,  156  Bde  of  52  Div  had  s ail ed  in  ..LVTs  from 

TEHNEUZEN  -at  0245  hrs  on  2 6  October  and  about  2  hrs  later,  landed 


.../on  the 
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on  the  selected  beaches  near  BAiiRLAND  after  a  journey  of  3  or  9  miles. 
There  was  no  opposition  on  one  beach,  but. the  more  Northerly  one  was 
soon  shelled  and  the  Craft  sustained  casualties.  Counter-attacks  were 
driven  off  and  the  bridgehead  expanded,  a  second  bde  being  xerried 
across  on  28  October.  On  29  October  a  link  up  was  made  with  2  Gdn 
Inf  Div  "who  had  pushed  on  from  the  BEFELAND  Canal,  and  progress  was 
general  on  the' front  of  both  Divs.  The  Canadians  took  the  Northern 
route  through  GOES  D  32  and  drove  for  the  causeway,  while  52  Div  moved 
up  on  their  LEFT  through  HEERENHOEK  D  22.  On  30  October,  the  advance 
was  ..halted  at ,  the  EAST  end  of.  the  causeway  by  stiff  opposition  and 
mines.  The  next  day  4  Cdn  Bde  cleared  this  and  troops  of  5  CAn  Bde 
then  passed  through.  They  were  finally  held  up  about  100  yards  from 
the  far  end  of  the  causeway  by  heavy  mortar  fire  and  a  profusion  of 
machine  guns  sited  in  the  WALCHERM  dykes.  The  causeway  is  just  wide 
enough  to  take  the  road  and  the  railway ;  there  is  no  cover.  ... 

COMELETIUN  OF  THE  OHSKATIuNS  SOUTH  UF  THE  SCHELDT  . 

143*  To  return  .to  3  Cdn  Inf  Div.  After  the  fall  of  BRESEENS, 
the  eneny  opposition  began  to  crack.  With  two  bdes  up,  the  Div  swung 
SW  towards  the  canal  at  RETRiiNCHED/EENT  CADZAND  and  its  - heavy  guns  were 
captured  without  opposition,  but  parties  of  enemy  fought  stubbornly, 
along; the  coast.  A,  crossing  of  the  canal  was  quickly  effected  during 
the  night  3O/3I  October,  and  by  the  following  evening  the  reserve  bde 
had  pushed  on  to  XNOCKE.  During  the  next  three; days,  mopping:  up 
operations  continued  in  the  canal  areas  between  ZEEBRUGGE,  SLOTS  a't?- 
BRUGES  and  the.  operation  , closed  at  0930  hours  3  November  having  y elided 
12, 50Q  prisoners*  .  Ground  conditions  had  been  extremely  difficult  , 
for  four  -weeks  it  had  been  a  hard  infantry  fight  against  opposition 
which' the  Canadians  described  as  being  as  stubborn  as  anything  they  had 
met  since  D  Day.  \ 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  WALCHEREN 


144.  Three  assaults  were  to  be  made  on  the  island:  - 

(a)  From  SOUTH  BEVELAND.  The  task  of  2  Cdn  Inf  Div  was  to  make 
a  bridgehead  WEST  of  the  causeway.  They  were  then  to  be 
relieved  by'  the  two  bdes  of  52  Div  whose  responsibility 
would  be  to  clear  the  SE  corner  of  the  island  and  advance 
.  firstly  on  FLUSHING  D  12  and  secondly,,  or  alternatively,  on 
MIDDELBURG  D  13.  ':i 


3(b)  An  attack  on  FLUSHING  by  No.  4  Commando  (4  SS  Bde).  proceeding 
direct  from  gRESKENS  in  LCA.  H  hour  0545  hours  1  November. 

155  Bde  (52  Div)  v/as  to  be  held  in  reserve  at  BRESRSNS. ... 
the  initial  assault  on  FLUSHING  was  successful,  the  Bde  would 
immediately  ..follow  through.  If  it  failed,  the  Bde  was  to 
move  overland  to  OSTEND  and  be  landed  at  WESTKsBELLE  .D  03  to 
pass  through  4  SS  Bde. 


(c)  An.  attack  near  WESTKARELLE  by  Nos  41,  47  and  4&  Commandos 

Of  4  SS  Bde,  and  No  10  (IA)  Commando.  •  The  pmaryOTask  of 
the  SS  Bde  was  to  secure-  the  dune  area  from  WESTICEFELLE  to 
FLUSHING  and  destroy  all  batteries  therein.  Th3 
task  was  a  similar  one  in  the.  area:  WESTILLEELLE  -  DUi/IBURG 

D  05. 


As  it  was  essential  from  a  Naval  point . of  view  to  touch 
:..  down  as  soon  after  low  water  as  possible  H  hour  was  0545 
.  .hours  1  November.  v,.;. 

145.  The  main  ‘preliminary  operation-  was  the,  bombing  by  the  RAF 

of  the  Yi/ESTKAEELLE  and  other  sea  dykes,  whereby  the  island  w.jUi  e 

.../flooded. 
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flooded..,  - The  IfflSTIQjMjLE  .dyke.  v/as  330  feet  wide  at 'its  base  and  30 
feet  high  above  low  water  level.  If  a  breach  of  '300  yards  could  be 
Bade,  in-  its  the, .enemy  positions  could  be  taken  in  rear  by  waterborne 
forces.;;  ' 

During  October  the  RAP,  breached  the  dykes  at  four  points, 

KB  of  VEERE  13,  both  EAST  and  REST  of  FLUSHING  and  at  the  Southern 
end  of  the  ITESTKiRELLE  dyke.  This  last  breach  .was  380  yards  vn.de. 

•  AS  a  result,  by  1  November,  the  greater  part  of  the  island 
was  below  water  except  for  FLUSHING  and  MIDDELBURG,  a  narrow  belt  of 
dunes  along  the  Northern,  Western  and  Southern  sides,  and  a  larger 
area  in  the  SE  corner.  About  half  the  bafeeries  were  made  untenable. 

KALCHEREN.  1  NOVEMBER 

14-6.  At  the  causeway^  a  Cdn  bn  nade  4-00  -  500  yards  progress  but 

was  forced  back  to  the  REST  end  after  some  fierce  fighting. 

At  FLUSHING,  4-  Commando  made  a  successful  landing  and  reached 
the  water  front  without  heavy  casualties.  They  were  quickly  followed 
by  the  leading  troops  of  155  Bde,  and  together  they  pushed  on  into  the 
town.  The  chief . opposition  camp  from  strong  points  and  pill  boxes  on 
the  flanks  of,  their  beachhead*  The  build-up  proceeded  satisfactorily 
during  the  day,  though  11  LCAs  and  LVTs  were  sunk,  or  damaged  by  gun  fire 
and  mines,  • 

14-7.  The  force  to  attack,  IESTKAFELLE:  left  OSTEND  on  31  October. 

The  passage -was  uneventful.  The  close  support  squadron  of  25  vessels 
was  in  the  lead,  and  was  timed  to  arrive  one  mile  off  shore  at  H  minus 
20  minutes,  with  the  leading  groups  of  landing  craft  close  astern. 

Firing  from  the  shore  was  first  observed  at  0715.  hours  when 
the  DUMBURG  batteries  opened  on  the  FLUSHING  assault.  At  0820  hours, 
the  bombardment  squadron  -  IMS  WARSFTTE  and  the  monitors  ROBERTS  and 
EREBUS  -  opened  fire.  Shortly  before  0900  hours,  the  close  support 
squadron  deployed,  and  at  0900  hours  battle  was  joined.  By  this  tine, 
the  squadron  was  being  engaged  by '"practically  all  the  hostile  batteries 
(about  9)  from  NORTH  of  WESTILAELLE  to  FLUSHING. 

14-8,  The  weather  in  UK  severely  restricted  flying  operations  and 

the  pre-H  hour  fighter/bomber  and  heavy  bomber  attacks  could  not  take 
place..  The  "cabrank"  RP  Typhoons  of  Second  Tactical  Air  Force  from  . 
the  Continent  appeared  on  time  and  pressed  home  a  determined  attack 
just  as  the  assault  troops  were  about  to  land.  This  undoubtedly  had  a 
profound  effect  on  the  operation  at  a  time  when  the  support  squadron  was 
suffering  severe  casualties  from  the  still  active  batteries. 

The  shooting  of  the  Bombardment  Squadron  was  also  handicapped, 
as  their  spotting  planes  could  not  take  off  from  the  UK.  Air  observation 
posts  from  the  Continent  eventually  took  their  place. 

14-9.  The  leading  troops  touched  down  at  0957  hours  at  the  gap  in 

the-  dyke  and  the  remaining  landing  craft  were  successfully  beached  and 
unloaded  by  1230  hours.  4-8  Commando  on  the  RIGHT  captured  a  strong 
point  SOUTH  of  the  gap,  and  by  evening  had  made  about  2  miles  progress 
towards  ZOUTEIANDE  D  03  eliminating  battery  w  13  on  the  way  after  a 
stiff  fight. 

On  the  LEFT,  4-1  Commando  negotiated  the  gap  in  their  LVTs, 
dismounted  and  captured  vESTIvAEELLE  village  and,  after  being  ordered  to 
halt  for  a  while  to  await  results  further  SOUTH,  were  given  permission 
at  1500  hours  to  push  on  to  DUMBURG.  Having  established  a  firm  base 
at  WESTKAH5LLE  they  advanced  to  DUMBURG  by  dark,  capturing  two  batteries 
en  route. 


, , » /47  Commando 
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47  Commando  landed  about  midday,  and  after  some  delay  in 
negotiating  the  gap  in  the.  face  of  very  heavy  fire,  they  were 
assembled  for  the  night  about  half  a  mile  to  the  SOUTH. 

150#  The  landing  had  been  successful.  It  was  due  in  no'  small 

measure  to  the  determination  of  the  Close  Support  Squadron  to  ensure 
that  the  Commandos  should  arrive  safely  on-  the  beach  and  receive  the 
maximum  support.  , :  The  Squadron  engaged,  and  drew  to  themselves  the 
fire;  of  ■  the  enemy  batteries;  in  some  cases  at  point  blank  range. 

In  the  first  four  hours,,  the  Squadron  lost  11  of  its  25  craft  by 
gunfire,  and  another  3  on  mines. 

W4L0HERSN.  :  2-8  NOVEMBER"! 

151.  At  the  causeway,  52  Div  took  over  from.  2  Gdn  Inf  Div  who  were 
withdrawn  into  reserve.  Further  progress  here  was  severely  limited  by 
well-sited ;strongpoints  and  to  ease  the  situation  another  assault  was 
made,  across  the  SLOOE  Channel,  about  2  miles  to  the  SOUTH.  This  took 
place  or.  the  night  2/3-  November  arid  was  successful.  The  first  400 
yards  was  made  in  assault  boats,  after  which ' the  troops  struggled- 
across  the.  salt  marsh  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  well  over 
their  waists  in • liquid  mud.::  More  troops  crossed  in  the  sane  way 

the  next  night,  and  by  the  eveningof  4  November,  in  spite  of  fairly 
heavy  opposition,  a  link-up '.was  nade.vd.th  the  troops  at  the  causeway. 
Progress  was  then  made  NORTH  towards  VEERE  and  SOUTH  towards  FT  ' 

RAMMEKE  D  12, 

■  :  ■  ,  i  -Vi..  .  . t  '  • '  •  •  .* 

152.  \  At  FLUSHING,  4  Commando  and  155  Bde  steadily  mopped  up  the 
town  against  concrete  strong  points  and  suicide  squads  who  established 
themselves  in  the 'cranes  and  gantries  of  the  dock  area.  With  the 
assistance  of  some  mountain  guns  which  were  assembled  in- the  upper 
floors  of  houses  •  arid  mortar  barrages  from  the  roofs  of  buildings  the 
town  was  cleared  by  the  evening  of  3  November.  ' 

153«  On  2  November,  4  SS  Bde-.  pushed  on  past  Z0UTEL4NDE  and  after 

.  some  fierce  fighting  for  the  enemy  battery  W  11,  a  junction  was  made 
the  next  day  with  the  force  at  FLUSHING. 

In  the  NORTH,  the  enemy  fought -back  strongly  in  the  dunes; 
arid  woods  NE  of  DOMBURG  where  mines  and  wire  were  widespread.  With 
the  assistance  of  two  gun  tanks  and  two  AVREs,  the  sole  survivors  of 
about  tvrenty  which  had  attempted  to  land  at  VvESTIQlFHLLE  on  D  Day,  the 
Commandos  gradually  mopped  up  towards  VRUUUTN  SOLDER  D  1433.  •  • 

154.  Resistance  was  now  almost  at  an  end.  on  the-  afternoon  Of 
6. November,  a  "left-flanking",  attack  in  LVTs  from  FLUSHING  across 
the  inundations,  was  made  on  MIDDELBURG, -  and  the  German  Commander  Was 

'captured.  Witu  the  aid  of  the  amphibians,  the  rest' of  the  island 
was  cleared  and  on  the  8  November  the  operation,  ceased,  some  8, 000  '-. 
-prisoners  having  been  collected  on  FALCHER1N. 

ANTWERP .  ■■ '71-1  ;:1- .. &  7  4:1:.' 7 ' 7"; 

155.  On  4  November  the  first  minesweepers  reached  AliTivERP.  One 
of  the  most  intricate  sweeping  operations  of  . the  war  now.  had  to  be 
carried  out.  100  minesweepers  were  employed  clearing  the  70  mile 

long  channel)  which  ha-d  to-be  swept;  16  times.  406  mines  were  accounted 
for.  On  28  November  a  convoy  of  18  ships  reached  ANTV7ER?  safely. 

OPERATIONS  TO  CLEAR  THE  LOWER  RHINE  T  ' 

156.  V/hen  the*  vmthdr-awal  of  1  Airborne  Div  from  ARNHEM  had  been 
effected  on  26  September  30  Corps  was  concerned  with  exapnding  the 
NIJMEGM  bridgehead  and  keeping  open  the  corridor,  while  8  Corps  on 
the  RIGHT'  and  12  Corps  on  the  LEFT  came  up  on  the  flanks. 

.../30  Corps 


-  "•  •  '  ■  i?«r  .  «■■¥).*.  ,  v- 

30  Corps  gradually- -expanded:  WEST  •between  the  NSDER;HUN  and 
the  WAAL,  and  8¥  across  the  MAAS  towards  HERTUGEN3USCH  to  link  up  with 
12  Corps  which/was ■ -"directed -on ^-SSHUNDEL.  ■ y.- ; 

‘-'X  •'  .Further’ TEST,  1  Corps  of  First  Cdn  Army  was  •  moving-  towards 

the  line  -  BERGEN”  OP  ZOOM.  ••'•a:;/.;  .  ./;  .. 

157 •  WEST  of-  ARNHM,  the  position  was-  gradually  ’improved,  and;. the 

enemy,  despite  repeated  counter  attacks,.  =  was  pushed  across  ;the  NEDER 
RIJN  to  just  short  of  WAGENINGEN  E  57  whence  the  line  ran  generally 
SSW'to  a  point  about  4  miles  EAST  of  HERTUGTNBCSCH,  _  -.  __  J/V  ///.:, 

Meanwhile,  -the- boundary  between  Second  British  and  First  Cdn 
Armies  was  temporarily  moved  further  VEST  and  12  Corps  was  directed  ;, 
on  the  MAAS  through  the' -general  area  HERTOGENBOSCH-  -  TILBURG  -- 
GOSTERHuUT  E'  04* 

158.  'On  22.  October,  12  Corps  launch 'od-ari  attack  EAST  of  HERTUGEN- 
BOiSCH  wit'h  ’  RIGHT- 53  D:iv;-'':and'LSB’T'  7  Armd  'Div,  "while  at  midnight  51  -Div 
attacked’ EAST/ of  SCIMTHBEL;  -  Although  conditions,  were  difficult 
owing1  to -’extensive?'-  flooding  in  some  air-'eas*  progress  was;  good.  .. 

'  HERTuGMBOSCH-' was;  cleared' by  53  DiV  on --27.  October,  and.  the-  following 
day  15 Div 'oh  the  ' extreme  LEFT- of  - ;the’ Corps ,  secured  .TILBURG.  51  , 

Div  and  7  Armd  Div  then  continued  the  sweep  towards  the  MAAS  and 
cleared  the  country  as  far  VEST  as  uGSTERHuUT  and  GEERTRUIDENBURG 
04/.  the  latter  remaining;  :i-n  enemy:  hands  for  the  time./b.eing. 

159.  In  the'- ‘Cdn  Army  sector,- early  in  October  49  Div  and.  Polish 
Armd  Div  of  1  Corps,  made  progress -WORTH  of  TUBNHOUT  to  within  4  miles 
Of  TILBURG  on  the  RIGHT  and  to  ALKM’  02  on  the  LEFT.  A  pause  then 
occurred  while  4  Cdn  Armd  Div  arrived  from  WEST  of  ANTWERP-,  On  20 
October,  1  Corps  launched  an  attack  to  clear  the  RIGHT  flank  of  2  Cdn 
inf  Div- (  attacking --t owafcds  SOUTH  BEVELAND'  isthmus).  Progress  was 
steady  through  -"the  'thickly  "wooded-'  country.’  BREDA  was.  captured  by  the 
Poles  on  29  October,  and  4  Cdn  Armd  Div  secured  BERGEN-  OP  .ZOOM  the  same 
day.  ROOSENDAAL  and  OUDGASTEL  D  73  'were  cleared  by  49  Div  on  30 
October,  '  Meanwhile,'  104  US  Inf  Div  came  under  i  Corps,  arid  positioned 
between  ■Polish";Afnd  Div'  anldv49  Div,  joined  in  the  sweep  up  to  the  MAAS. 
On  S' November  MuERDIJK  94 -  There-  the  enemy  had  blown  the  bridge,-  -was/ 
finally  cleared-  by.  the;#oiish  Armd.  Div,  and  the  SOUTH  of  the  MAAS* 
including -thd' ‘island-1  of  ;TH0LEN  and  the  ST  EHILIPSLAND  Peninsula  D54 
was  completely  in  our  hands. 

E.  LOSSES’ :  INFLICTED  '-’ON  -T-HE-  ENMY  ’  >■  .mi:  ..  .  •  ...  v;  - 

160.  The  •’Germarl  6'4'inf-  Div-’was  -  destroyed  SOUTH  of  the  SCHELDT,  and 
70 ’Inf  Di^-'on  WiiiiLCHERENj- ’•'■‘The  scatt-efed’-remnants  of  nine  divs  were, 
driven  across  the  MAAS  and  the  WAAL'?  yielding  54,000  prisoners. 

F,  CASUALTIES  SUSTAINED  BY  US 

161.  •  '  ’-v' ' 

Allied”  Gpnt ingents 
.  -  "  British 

Canadian'"" 

TOTAL 


Allied  Cbpt'ipgeri.ts 
British  ' 

Canadian 

■’*“  TOTAL 


From  P'Gc  tob  er 


Killed 

566 

2,977 

3,089 

6,632 


Wounded 

1,9H 

9,894 

6,096 

17,901 


Cumulative, 
Killed”  Wounded-’ 
1,003  - : :  3,356 
2D,  249  67,114 

6, 901 '  20,959 

28,153  91,409 


to-  10  November 
Missing,  /Total,  -, 

199  2,676  "  ’ 

3,229  a6,100 
-298  8,887 

3,130  27,663 

from  D  Day _  , ,  i 

;  Missing’^’  "Total  ’°':- 

' . .  350  !4,709;  ’ v-u 

16,114  103,477 
2,239  30,079 

18,703  138,265 
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SECTION  6  OPERATIONS  FOR  THE  DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  ENEMY  WEST  OP  THE 
—  :  '"RHINE  ;  ;  ■  :  .  ' 

A.  GENERAL  PLAN  OF  THE  BATTLE 

■162.  The  destruction  of  the  enemy  WEST  of  the  RHINE  on  the  front 

of  21  Army  Group  had  two  phases 

First  Preliminary  operations  to  clear  up  to  the  R  MAAS  and  the 
R  ROBR:  and  activity  along  the  river  line  in  HOLLAND. 

Second  Operations  to  clear  the  area  between  the  MAAS  and  the  RHEME, 

FIRST  PHASE.  OCTOBER  1944  -  JANUARY  1945. 

163.  This  followed  on  from  the  ARNHEM  operation. at  the  end  of 
September  ,  when,  in  the  NORTH,  a  -bridgehead  had" been  established  in  the 
area  GRAVE  -  NIJMEGEN  and,  in  the  SOUTH,  First  US  Army  vrere  across , the 
•MEUSE  •  in  the  area  .MAASTRICHT  -  AACHEN. 

Subsequent  operations  may  be  summarized  as  follows 

(a)  During  October,  8  Corps,  with  7'  its  Armd  Div  under  command, 
v  :  ;•//  captured  VENRAIJ  B72  and  reached  the  MAAS  Northwards  from 

"  BOXMEER  74.  They  repulsed  a  counter  attack  by  three  enemy 
divs  in  the  MEIJEL  area  70. 

.  •  (b)  In  November,  12  Corps  handed  over  their  sector  on  the  Lower 
MAAS  to  1  Corps  and  came  across  to  come  in  on  tho  RIGHT  of 
8  Corps,  followed  shortljr  afterwards  by  30  Corps  who  had 
been  relieved  at  NIJMEGEN  by  2  Cdn  Corps.  30  Corps  moved, 
further  SOUTH  to  the  area  of  SITTARD'  K66,  near  the  21  Army 
Group/Twelf  th  US  Army  Group  boundary. 

(c)  HQ  Airborne  Corps  had  returned  to  the  UK  "oft  '9  October,  but 
82  and  101  US  Airborne  Divs  remained  under  Second  Army  in 
the  NIJMEGEN  area,  taking  part  in  some  very  stiff  fighting. 
They  were  eventually  relieved  when  2  Cdn  Corps  took  over. 

82  Div  were  released  to  Twelfth  US  Army  Group  on  12  November; 
101  Div  on  27  November. 

(d)  While  8  Corps  steadily  pushed  the  enemy  across  the  DEURNE 

:  Canal  towards  T7ENL0,  t.2  Corps  attacked  on  14  November  from 
EAST  of  JffiERT  towards  ROERMOND  IC79.  On  1 9  November,  30 
'  Corps  with'  84  US.  Inf  Div  under  command,  attacked  towards 
GEILEHRERCHEN  K86. 

By  early  December,  the  enemy  had.  been  cleared  from  the  whole 
WEST  bank  of  the '.MAAS  as  far  SOUTH  as  MAESEYGK  K67.  From 
this  point  our  line  crossed  the  river  and  ran  just  NORTH  of 
SITTARD  to  inclusive  GEIEENKIRCHEN.  • 

(e)  On  13  December,  regrouping  started  for  the.  second  phase. 

This  operation  was  to  be  carried  out  initially  by  30  Corps 
who  were  to  attack  SE  from  the  NIJMEGEN  area. 

12  Corps  took  over  in  the- SOUTH  and  HO  30  Corps  moved  to 
BOXTEL  E 33.  . 

164.  (a)  The  German  offensive  in  the •  ARDENNES  . 

A'  .  .A,,  On  16  December,  Yon  RtJNDSTLDT.  launched  his  ARDENNES  offen¬ 
sive  against  First  US  Army.  On  20  December,  the  US  First 
-  and  Ninth  Armies  ‘came  under  operational  control  of  21  Army 
Group. 

30 'Corps,  consisting  of  43,  51  and  33  Inf  Divs  and  Guards 
Armd  Div,  was  concentrated  in  the  general  area  LOUVAIN  - 
HASSELT.-  Later,  43  Div  was  replaced  by  6  Airborne  Div 
and  transferred  to  12  Corps. 

.../On  the  RIGHT 
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On  the  EIGHT  of  First  US  Abmy,  30  Corps  operated  on  the 
Northern  and  Western  flanks  of  the  ARDENNES  salient.  When 
the  Allied- -counter  offensive  started  on  3  January,  the  Corps 

.  :  advanced  from  the  line  of  the  road  MARCHE'  -  HOTtOT  on  LAROCHE 

capturing  some  700  prisoners..  As  the  salient  was  gradually 
eliminated,  30  Corps  was  pinched  out,  and  on  1 4. January, 

Corps  HQ  proceeded  to  BOXTEL  to-  resume  its  preparation  for 
its  original  operations. 

On  18  January,  First  US  Army  reverted  to.  command  Twelfth  US 
Army  Group,  having  taken  20,000  prisoners  in  the  operation  up 
to  date. 

(b)  During  the  first  week  of  December,  the  enemy  blew  a  flood 

bank  SW  of  ARNHEM.  Large  areas  were  flooded  and  this  finally 
decided  the  issue  that  the  main  effort  of  21  Army  Group  would 
be  made  Eastwards  across . the  RHINE  rather  than  Northwards 
across  the  R  LEK.  .  .  .  ... 

l65.  Meanwhile,  on  1 6  January,  12  Corps  with  7  Armd  Div,  43- and 

52  Divs,  attacked  NORTH  from  the  road  GEILENKIRCHEN  -  SITTARD.  The  object 
was  to  dear  the  area  between  the  R  R0ER  and  the  MAAS  so  that  it  would 
serve  as  a  base  from  which  to  develop  further  operations  in  conjunction 
with  the  attack  from  NIJMEGEN. 

The  operation  was  carried  out  under  conditions  of  hard  frosts, 
sudden  thaws  and  thick: fog.  In  ten  days  .the  area  SOUTH' of  the  R0ER  was 
cleared  except  for  a  small  bridgehead  SW  of  RQERM0ND. '  Altogether  this 
offensive  cost  the ; enemy > some  3000  .Prisoners. of  War  and  about  the  same 
number  killed  and  long-term  wounded.  " 


43  Div  then  moved  to  Cdn  Army  sector.-  On'  6  -February, 

XVI  US  Corps  of  Ninth  -US  Army  became  operational' and  took  over  the  whole 
of  1.2  Corps  area.  -  '  -  - 

SECOND  PHASE.  '  FEBRUARY  -  MARCH  1943 

166.  The  plan  was  as  follows 


(a)  Operation  VERITABLE 

First  Cdn  Army,  reinforced  by  30  Corps,  was  to  attack  from 
the  general  lino  HOOK  E75.  ~  llIJMEGEN  to  destroy  the  enemy 
,  between  the  I, teS.^.and  the  RHINE.,  and.  to  break  through  in  a 
. Southerly  direction'  between  these  two  rivers,  ■ 

(b)  '  Operation  GRENADE 


(c) 


At  the  outset,.  Ninth  US  Army  was.  to  hold  its  front  on  the 
R  R0ER  from  JULICH. F05  NW  to  R0ERM0ND.  At- a  date  to  be 

fixed  by  Commander- in-Ghief  21  Army  Group,  it -would  deve¬ 
lop  an  offensive  across  the  R0ER  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cdn  Army  operation. 

Second  Brit  Army  in  the  CENTRE,  was  to  hold-  the  WEST  bank 
of  the  MaaS  from  R0ERM0ND  Northwards  to  CUIJK  74  and  be 
prepared  to  operate  on  the  RIGHT  of  First  Cdn  Army  at  a 
later  date.  J 


When  these,  operations'  were  completed  21  Army 'Group  would 

P4aso>  with. a  front  formed 

along  a  length  of  the  RHINE. 

Bv  FORCES  EMPLOYED  AND  TASKS-  ALLOTTED.  ..  ■  ■-  ■ .  ? 

167.  (a)  Initially,  First  Cdn  Army. was  to  attack  on  a  one  Corps 

front  with  30  Corps.  Subsequently*-.  2  Con.  Corps,  while 
still  holding  NIJMEGEN  and  the  WAAL  bridgehead,  would 
taxe  over  the  LEFT  sector  and  the  attack' would' proceed 
on  a  .two-corps  front..  1  Corps,  to  the  WEST,  would  con- 
....  -  tin-ue.  uo  hold. .its  1.25.  mile  front  along  .the  MAAS. 

(b)  30  Corps  was  to  attack  with  five  inf  divs  up,  as  under:- 


. .... /Prom.  RIGHT 


-  43  - 


Prom  RIGHT  to  LEFT  -  51  Div 

53  Div 

.  '-  '■ ' 1  '  15  Div 

.  -  "  . 2  edit  Div 

-  3  Can- Div  ■ 

RESERVE  and  FOLLOW  UP  -  43  Div 
.  .v-  .  ;-  '  '  .  Guards'  ArmdDiv-b . 

;  In  addition,  the  Corps  included  three . Independent  armd  bdes, 
-y  eleven  regts  of  79  Armd  Div  grouped,  under  one  Bde  HQ  and' 
five  AGsRA.  The  total  guns  to  he  employed  for  the  attack 
was  over  1000. 

All  the  .resources,  of  Second.  Tactical  Air  Force  were  made.  , 
available  to  support  the  operation,  in  addition  to  heavies 
of  IX  US  Bombardment  Division  and  Bomber  Command. 

1 68.  The  respective  attacks  hy  the  Divs  on  D  Day  were  as’ 

follows  :  - 

51  Div  To  capture  the  high  ground  near  the  SW  corner  ; d 

.  .  .  of  the  REICHSWALD  FOREST. 

53  Div  To  seize  the  high  ground,  on  the  Northern  edge  of 
the  REICHSWALD. 

1 5  Div  .  To  .attack  straight  through  to  .KEl/lNENBURG  E85  and 
then  to  the  high  ground  overlooking ; CLEVE  E85. 

2  Cdn  Div  To  capture  WYLER  E7$.  ' 

3  Cd.n  Div  Late  afternoon  D  Day  to  drive  EAST  across  :  the 

marshy  ground  to  the  CLEVE  -  ALTER  RHINE  Canal. 

D  Day  was  8  February;  H  hour  1030  hours  except" for 

3  Cdn  Div.  ■ 

1^9.  Exploitation.  When  15  Div- had  captured  CLEVE,  ■  its  -task 

was  to'  send  mobile  columns  to  capture  UDEM  94. and  CALCAR  A05  and  to  - 
clear  the  road  CLEVE  -  EMMERICH  E9.6-  as  far  as  the  RHINE. 

43  Div  was  to  pass  through  15  Div  on  D  plus  1  to  attack 
SOUTH  to  GOCH  E94.  53.  Div  was  to  clear  the  REICHSWALD.  51  Div, 

using  the  good  road  SOUTH  of  the  forest,  was  to -converge  on  GOCH  with 
43  Div.  Guards  'Armd'  Div  was  to  follow  43  Div  to  seize  and  hold  the  . 
high  ground  NORTH  of  SONSBECK  A03  and  push  forward-  a  strong  mobile 
column  to  capture  WESEL  bridge  if  it  was  still  intact.  I  :  -! 

C.  ENEMY  DIVISIONS  AND  STRENGTH  -IN  THE  AREA  ’  - 

170.  The  enemy  .forward  positions  at  the.  REICHSWALD  'were  held  by 

84  Inf  Div  reinforced  by  a  three-battalion  .battle, -group,  a  para  regt 
and  some  police  battalions.  Further .  back  in..- thb.  . area  vrere  180  and  .- 
190  Inf  Divs.  Reinforcements  finally  engaged  were  1,  6,  7  and  8 
Para  Divs,  Pz  LEHR  and  11 6  Pz  Divs  and  15  PC  Div. 

.  .  When  IL  nth  US  Army  attacked  from  the  "SOUTH,  they  were  • 
opposed  by  five,  other  inf.  divs  -which  were  ■;  re  inf  breed  by  one  inf  div 
and  11  Pz  Div.  ........  ■  ■  -.r-u.- 

1  71  •  In  the  NORTH,  the  defences  were  roughly  in  three  main  zones; 

the  forward  positions  covering  the  REICHSWALD ; .  .-  the  ■  SIEGFRIED  Line 
about  3.  kiio.metres ..further.  EAST  at  Its  nearest,  point: and  the  "lay- 
hack"  position  running  in  front  of  the  HOCHWALD  Forest  which"  continued  - 
down  to  the  R  ROER. 


.  o . /There  were 


There  were  Enumerable  trench -Systems,  switch  lines  and 
loops  with  anti-tank  ditches  linking  the  large  wooded  areas  and  the 
natural  drainage  systems.-  All  towns  and  villages  were  transformed 
into  strong  points.  r-i--  • 

i-ilong  the  line  of  the  R  MAAS  itself ,  an  extensive  trench 
system  was  developed,  the .chief  concentrations  being  at  suitable 
crossing  places  and' ferry  sites.  The.  towns  of  VENLO  and  ROERMOND 
were  heavily  defended.  ":,'i  "  ■  ..  ;  A 


1J 2*  An  estimate  compiled  from  order  of'  battle  sources  showed 

that  against  the  First  Cdn  Army  the  enemy  eventually  had  available 
717  8  to  30  cm  mortars,  ..and  105 A  guns  of  various,  calibres. 

D.  SUCCESS  ACHIEVED  .  ■ 


1 The  at  capk  went  in  at  1030  hours  on  8  February.  Art-ill- 
was  excellent,  but  the  weather  interfered  considerably  with 
the  bombing  programme  and  close  air  support.  Surprise  was  gained  and 
by  midnight,  all  objectives  ordered  for  the  day. had  been  attained- 
opposition  was  stiff est  on  the  RIGHT,  in  front  of  51  Div  where  local 
reserves  were  readily  available. 

Z)n  $  February,  progress  was  steady,  though  somewhat  less 
5JL, 15  Div.  on  Ihe  LEFT  pierced  the  SIEGFRIED  defences  at 
ITUiiERDElM  E85  and  by  nightfall  were  in.  the  '.outskirts  of  CLEVE.  '•  Late 
in  °^nins  ^3  Div  started  to  pass  through.  .  NORTH  of  the  main 
roa  CLEVE  -  NIJMEGEN,  3  Cdn  Div  were  cari-ying  out  successful 
amphibious  operations. 


174, 


Flooding 


,  ,,  .  .  however,  was  rapidly  becoming  a  serious' handi¬ 

cap  to  .the  operation.  The  RHINE,  MAAS  and  WAAL  had  risen  above  the 
recognised  danger  mark  and  the  water  was  approaching  the  main  road 
near  KRANENBURG.  As  a  result  of  the  past  experiences  of  the-  Dutch  s  ;• 
it  was  decided  to  blow  certain  dykes  HE  of  NIJMEGEN.  This  was  done  .  ‘ 

^‘\mllion  Sal!ons  an •  hour  poured  away  through  the  breaches;  • 
in-  Ge_ liians.,. -however,  countered  by  blowing,  the  dykes  on  the  ALTER  RHINE 
some -8  miles  ■  to  the  . EAST.,  and  let  in.  about  the  same  quantity  of  'water A-'-' 

.  ,  ....  the  SOUTH,  the  valley  of  the  ROER  was  also  flooded,  and 

it  './as  apparent  the  American  attack  would  have  to  be  postponed. 

:.  9n  i?  February,  there  .were  two  feet  of  water  across  the  main 
read  f°r-. ^length  of  about  5  miles. near  KRANENBURG.  .Alternative  routes 
ia  3G.  •thp.se  were,  mostly  across  saturated  ground,  and 

considerable  traffic  congestion  occurred. 

17J\  .  .  Enemy  opposition  increased'  as  reinforcements  arrived,  and  a 

total  of  nine  divs  were,  identified  on  the  front  in  the  first  five  days. 

however,  to  the  interdiction  programme,  these  were  'committed  .  a  J 
piecemeal,  -  -  ■  -  .  .  .  ; . 


^3  February, .  the  SIEGFRIED  Line’ had  been  breached. -and 
+1  TIIo  1 S™)  cornPletel7  cleared.  The  RIGHT  flank  of  30  Corp  s  was  on 
the  MAAS  about ;  3  miles  SOUTH  of  GENNEP  E74  where  the  construction  of  a 
ridge  w-  s  started.  On  the  LEFT,  the  waterborne-  activities  of  the' 

Cans  had  brought  them  opposite  EMMERICH. 

During  the  next  nine  days,  the  front  was  extended  SOUTH 
ana  EaST  of  the  REICHS.VALD.  GOCH -was  captured  and  operations" deve¬ 
loped  against  CALCAR.  : 

17g-  0n  23  February,  Ninth' US  Army  launched  their-  operation  .  - 

across  the  ROER,  with  XIX  US  Corps  on  the  RIGHT  and  XIII  US  Corps 
on  the  LEFT.  The-  attack  was  directed  HE  and.  NORTH  towards 


.  .  ./DUSSELDORF 
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DUSSELDORF  and  MUNCHEN  GLADBACH  F08  and  aimed  to  link  up  with  First 
Can  Army.  • 

Twelve  'hours  after  the  assault  crossing,  there  were  A; 
sixteen  bns  across  the  ~R0ER  and  in  'spite  of  difficulties  with  the 
swollen  river,  by  early  morning  24  February,  six  class  40  treadway 
bridges  and  several  inf  bridges  had  been  erected.  In  three  days 
a  -bridgehead  about.  16  miles  wide  and  6-8  miles  deep  had  been 
established,  and  XVI  US  Corps  came  in  on  the  LEFT. 

177.  Meanwhile  in  the  NORTH,  regrouping  had  been  going  on  for. 
an  operation  to  be  carried  out  by  2  Cdn  Corps  who  had  become 
responsible  for  the  LEFT  sector  from  15  February,  The  intention 

of  this  operation  (BLOCKBUSTER)  was  to  break  through  the  enemy 
defences  between  UDEM  and  CALCAR,  Smash  the  HOCHWALD  Line  and 
exploit  to  ■  XANTEN. 

30  Corps  was  to  swing  round  on  the  RIGHT  of  2  Cdn  Corps. 

178.  Some  fresh  formations  had  now  come  into  the  battle  area, 
namely _ 4  Cdn  Armd  Div  and  2  Cdn  Armd  Bde  from  WEST  of  ARNHEM,,  and  11 
Afmd  Div,  3  Brit  and-  52  Divs  from  Second  Brit  Army’s  front. 

The  regrouping  resulted  in  30  Corps'- having  one  armd  Div, 
five  inf  divs  and  three  independent  armd  bdes,  while.  2  Cdn  Corps  had 
two  armd. divs,  three  inf  divs  and  one  independent  armd  bde.  A. 
corresponding  redistribution  of  the  regts  of  79  Armd  Div  also  took 
place. 

179.  Further  SOUTH,  'Ninth  US 'Army  extended  its  front  along  the 
WEST  bank  of  the  MAAS  up-  to  VENLO  and  the  following  US  formations  came 
under  command  Second  Brit  Army. 

95  US  Inf  Div  from  14  to  22  February. 

75. US  Inf  Div  from  21  February  to  2.  March. 

180.  The  operations  started  at  0430  hours  on  26  February  against 
a  number  .of  para  divs  who  fought  desperately,  A. large  number  of 

tanks  were  bogged  down  in  the  heavy  ground,  -but  -the  two- armd  divs-: . " 

pushed  on  through  the  night  26/27  February  and  the  H0CH1ALD  was 
penetrated  on  27  February,  That  night  again  the  advance  continued 
and  a  gap  was  made  between  the  HOCHWALD  Forest  and  the  BAT, BERGER 
Forest  near  the  railway  line,  A  0441. 

As  soon  as  this  attack  got  under  wayj  opposition  on  30 
Corps  front  showed  signs  of  loosening.  On  the  RIGHT,  52  Div.  who 
now  had  1  Commando  Bde  from  Second  Brit'. ■Army  under  command,  pushed 
on  along.,  the. -MAAS  for  about  8  miles  and  reached  WELL  E82.  In  the 
CENTRE,  53  Div  captured  YvEEZE  E93  and  with  3  Brit  Div  on  their. 

LEFT,  pushed  -along'  "the -“road  through  KEVEIAER'  E93.  to  GELDERN  A  02, 
where  they  linked  up  with  Ninth  US  Army 'on  J  March. 

181.  -The  advance  of  the  Americans  had  been  rapid.  On.  27 
February,  the  three -  Corps''  advance  had-  broken'  through  the  enemy 
main  line'  of  defences/ '<  XIX  Corps  on  the'  RIGHT,  were  in  MUNCHEN 
GLADBACH-  on  •  i-  March  -and  "captured  NEUSS  'F28  the  next  day.  At 
the  same  time,  R0ERM0ND  and  VENLO  were  secured. 


.  ../182. 
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182.  The  operation  now  entered  its  last  phases  Although  his 
Paratroops  fought  on  stubbornly  -  the  enemy  bridgehead  was 
gradually  eliminated.  The  Americans  advanced  along  the  WEST  bank 
of  the  RHINE  through  KREFEED  A10  and  ORSOY.  A22,  When  the  XAMTEN. 
area  had  been  cleared  by  2  'Cdn  Corps  on  9  Parch,  the  enemy's  last  ;  'A; 
main  centre  of  resistance  had  fallen.  On  10  March,  the  Allied  '; 
troops  finally  completed  the  mopping  up  in. the  bend  SW  of  YYESEL  A24. 

At  104p. hours,  an  air  observation. post  reported  both  Y/ESEL  bridges 
blov/n, 

183.  These  two  operations  by  the  Cdn  and  .Ninth  US 'Armies  had 
direct  oearings  on  one  another.  The  delay  in  mounting  the  American 
assault,  due  to  the  excessive  flooding,  caused  First  Cdn  Army  to 
boar  the  brunt  longer  than. was  intended;  by  so  doing,  they 
attracted  to  themselves  several  enemy  formations  from' further  SOUTH. '  ' 
On  the  other  hand,  the  rapid  success  of  the  Ninth  US  Army  attack  in  ‘ 
turn  reduced  the  resistance  in  the  NORTH,  as  the  enemy  found  himself 
threatened  with  encirclement . 

v  ......  -  •  ■  •  •  • 

The  operations  achieved  their  object.  21  Army  Group  was  ' 

now  ranged  along  the  YYEST  bank  of  the  RHINE,  from  DUSSELDOEF  to  ARNHEM. 

E.  ENEMY  DIVISIONS  DESTROYED  AND  CASUALTIES.  INFLICTED 

184.  Although  dll  the  enemy.,  di vs  engaged  continued  to  exist  in 
name  at  least,  seven  inf  divs  were  virtually  written  off,  while 
three  .p^ra  divs  and  15  FG  Div,  suffered  very  heavy  casualties. 

"  The  Cdn  Aftiy  took"  22000  Prisoners  of  War  rath  an  V 
estimated  22,000  killed, .arid  seriously. wounded.  The  American  .Army, 

took  29,000 'Prisoners  of 'War  with  another  1 6,000  estimated  killed 
and  long-term  wounded.  • 

...  ''  Since  26  September,  after  the. 'Withdrawal  from  ARNHEM,  the  " 
British ' and  American  Armies  in  21 'Army  Group  had  taken  196,600  " 
prisoners  and  destroyed  530  tanks,  and  S?  guns. 

F.  CASUALTIES  -SUSTAINED  BY  US 

185.  (a)  Brit'  and  Cdn  casualties  from  8  February  to  10'  March  were 

killed  2532 ,  wounded  1 1 , 1 04,  'missing1'  1 464.  Total  .1 5 ,1 00.  ; 

Ninth  US  Army  casualties  from  2.3  February  to  10  Ma.rch  Were 
-  killed  1340,  wounded  5839,  missing  299,  Total  7,478. 


Cumulative  .from  D  Day 


Killed 

Wounded  . 

Hissing 

Total 

Allied  Contingents ' 

■1  >2^2 

'  4,154 

42  3 

5,809  ■ 

British 

26,040 

85,073 

14,941 

126,054 

Canadian 

8,804 

26,377 

2,287 

.  37,468 

Total 

36,076 

115,604 

i7,651 

169,331.  . 
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SECTION  7  THE  GROSSING  OF  THE  RHINE  AMD  THE  ADVANCE  TO  THE  BALTIC 

A,  .  THE  GMSElL  ELAN  OF  THE  BATTLE  V 

186.  The  intention  of  21  Army  Group  was  to  establish  a  bridgehead 
over  the  RHINE,  isolate  the  RUHR  from  the  rest  of  GERMAN!  in  conjunction 
with  First  US  Army,  and  break  into  the  NORTH  German  Plain..  . 

The  Army  ,  Group  operation  ,  was.  given  two  code  names:  - 

PLUNDER  to  denote  the  RHINE  assault  by  the  ground 
,  troops. 

VARSITY  to  denote  the  airborne  drop  across  the  RHINE. 

187.  In  general,  the  plans  of  Armies  in  PLUNDER  were  as  follows:- 

(a)  Ninth  US  Army.  Assault  across  the  RHINE  near  RHEINBURG  A  22. 

Protect  the  RIGHT  flank  of  Second  Brit  Army 
and  the  bridging  sites  at  WESEL  A  24. 

Secure  a  bridgehead  from  the ’junction  of  . 
the  RUHR  and  RHINE  rivers  in  A  21  -  BOTTROP 
4 2  -  DORSTIM  44.  Be  prepared  to  advance 
.  to  .general  line,  inclusive  HAMM  B  04  - 

inclusive  MUNSTER  A  97* 

.  ...  (b)  '  Second  Brit  Army. Assault  across  the  RHINE  in  the  area  of 

„  X/iNTM  .A  •  14  and  REES  A  05.  Establish  a 
bridgehead  from  exclusive  DORSTEN  -  all 
.  ,  inclusive  BORKEN.A  3.6  -•  AALTEN  A  27  - 

DuETINCHEM  07  -  HUGH  ELTEN  feature  E  96.  ' 
Subsequently  advance  on  a  three  corps  front. 

(c)  First  Cdn  Army.  Carry  out  feints  along  the  RHINE  on  LEFT 

flank  of  Second  Brit  Army.  Be  prepared 
subsequently  to  advance  into  Eastern 
HOLLAND  and  protect  .LEFT  flank  of  Second 
”...  Brit  Army. 

(d)  First  allied  Operation  VARSITY  was  to  be.  carried  out  by 

t  Airborne  Army  XVIII  US  Airborne  Corps,  of  two  divs.  The 

,  intention  was  to  seise  the  high  ground  and 
:>u  , :  certain  bridges  about  5  miles  NORTH  of 

WESEL  to  speed  up  the  capture  of  WESEL  and 
■:  .  ^  .  ;  .  assist  the  RHINE  crossings.  A, 

.  D  Day  24  March.  A  postponement  of  up  to  five  days  would  be 
accepted  if  weather  delayed  the  airborne  operation, 

188.  The  Air  Plan  covered  long  term  interdiction  to  isolate  the 
battle  field  and  pre  D  Day  bombing  by  heavies  of  jet  airfields  and 
enemy  communications  etcv  On  D  Day  the  air  forces  were  to  provide 
escort  and  protection  for  the  airborne  operation  and  close  support  for 
the  .ground  troops,  with  bombing  of  specific,  targets,  and,  neutralisation 
of  troop  movements. 

B.  THE  FORCES  EMPLOYED  BY  21  ARMY  GROUP  AND  THEIR  ALLUCATIUN  TO  TASKS 
NINTH  US,  ARMY  . 

189.  (a)  XVI  US, Corps  (One  armd.  and  four,  inf  divs) 

To  assault , across  the  .RHINE  in  vicinity  of  RHEINBURG,  with 
,  EIGHT  79  US  Inf  Div  and  LEFT  30  US  Inf  Div.  To  secure  the 
'  array  bridgehead  and  prevent  ; enemy  ground  action  from,  inter¬ 

fering  with  use  of ,  WESEL  bridge, PA  To  establish  and  maintain 

.../contact  with  1 
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contact  'with  Second.  Brit -^.rmy  or.  the  LEFT. 

l he  artillery  support  for  the  assault  of  XVI  Corps  was  provided 
by  624  guns  from  25  pr  upwards. 

.,S  fidur  0200  hours  D  Day-.  .- 

( b)  XIII  US  Cbrps.  (One  armd  and  two  inf'  divs) «  ' 

To  hold  firm  base  on  sfflST  bank  of  the  SHINE, from  the  bridgehead 
,  .as.  far  SOUTH  as  WLRRINGEN  F  37. 

.( c)  XIX  US  Corps.  (One  armd  and  three  .inf  divs). 

...  To  be  prepared  to  pass  through  the  RIGHT  of  Second  Brit  Array 
to  secure^  che  line- HAMM  -  MUNSTER,  To  assume  command  of 
^7  US  jiiiroorne  Div  when  released  by  Second  ^rriiy. 

SECOND'  BRIT  ARMY ' '■  -  - 

19°.  (a)  12  Corps,  (One  armd  and  three  inf  divs.;  one  armd  bde,  one 

”kUe  79  ^rmd  Div,  .one  cdo  bde). 

( i)  Capture  river  plain  inclusive  Ti/ESEL  to  inclusive  HAFFEN 
A  14  as  follows:  -  .' 

RIG: il  o  1  Cdo  Bde  cross  RHINE  NW  of  WESEL,.  To  capture 

WISED  and  bridges  over  R  LIPEE  and ‘SEITEN  Canal  A  23. 

LEFT  :  ■  15. Div  cross  RHINE  on  two  bde  front  about  XANTEN 
'  and : establish  bridgehead. 

H  Hour  for  Cdo  Bde  assault  2200  hours  .D  -  1 1  for  15  Div  assault  • 
0200  hours  D  Day. 


(xi).:;  52  Div  to  deny  line  of  WEST  bank  of  the  RHINE  to  the  enemy 
throughout  the  Corps  front..  Hold  Dne  inf  bde  group 
ready  to  cross  river  and.  operate,  under  command  15  Div. 

( iii)  .  Extend  bridgehead  to  line . of  R.  ISSEL. 

15  Div.  to  relievo  . 6  Brit  Airborne  Div  in •  area  H. ■ 'TrHCETN 
A' 24  and  the  bridges  there  over  the  R  ISSEL.  ■" 

53  Div  and  7  ^rmd  Div  to  build,  up  across  the  RHINE. 

(iv)  53  Div  with  under  command  4  ^rmd  Bde  to  cross  the  R  ISSEL 
and  capture  BUCHULT  A  26. 

7  •‘•.xr.-d  Div  to  cross  R  ISSEL  once  53  Div  was  clear,  and 

capture -BuRKEN.  Thereafter  be  prepared'  to  operate 

towards  RHEDE  A  26  and  SToJJi’LOHN  1+7 1 

Xb)  yO..Corps-  ::  (One  armd  div  and  four  inf  divs;  one  armd  bde, 

and.  one  bde  79  m.rrnd  Div)..  ■,  .  ■' 

( i)  51  Div  to 'assault  near  REES  A  05,  capture.  REES  and  HAIDERN 
A  15  and  establish  bridgehead. 

H.. Hour  2100  hours  D  -  1. 

3  Brit  Div  to  hold  line  of  WEST  bank  of  the  RHINE  along 
the  Corps  front.  Later  be  prepared  to  operate-  under  • 

8  Corps  to  develop. Second  Army  bridgehead. 

■Develop  .bridgehead  on  a  two,  div, and  later  a  three  div 
front -by, ©..'.byild' up, Wi/ith  43  Biv^and  3  Gdn  Div.  respectively. 
3  Cdn  Div  to  be.  prepared,  under  command  2’ Gdn  Corps,  to 
capture  EivMERICH  at  a  later  stage.  ... 

'  ••  '  •••/(iv) 


(ii) 

(iii) 
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( iv)  Guards  Armd  Div  to  be  prepared  to  pass  through  the 
bridgehead  on  the  axis  AALTEN  -  GROENLO  28  - 
HAAKSBERGEN  39,  or  on  the  axis  BOCHOLT  -  VREDEN '  38, 

(°)  PS  Airborne  Corps  (Two  airborne  divs). 

( i^  ^  Brit  Airborne  Div  to  clear  and  secure  in  general  the 
NW)portion  of  the  DIEESEOEDT  Wood  A  1 746  and  HAMfEilKEIlI, 
and  to  seize  the  bridges  over  the  E  ISSEL  EAST  and  HE  . 
of  the  village.  .  :  ' 

17  US  Airborne  Div  to  clear  and  secure,  in  general,  the 
SE  portion  of  the  DIEESEOEDT  Wood  and  to  seize  the  bridges 
over  the  E  ISSEL  about .2  miles  NNE  of  WESEL. 

Both  Divs  to  start  dropping  at  P  hour,  which  was  1000  hours 
D  Day. 

(ii)  The  airborne  divs  were  to  establish  contact  with  12  Corps 
and  1  Cpo  Bde,  and  6  Brit  Airborne  Div  was  to  be  relieved 
by  15  Div.  XVTII  US  Corps  would  then  push  on  EAST,  extend- 
mg  SOUTH,  of  the  .E.LIPPE,  and  assume  command  of'  1  Cdo  Bde. 

It  Also  had  a  call  on  6  Guards  Armd  Bde. 

(iii)  17  US  Airborne  Div  to  pass  to  Ninth  US  Army  when  convenient. 

(d)  2  Odn  .Corps  (One  armd  and  two  inf  divs-  one.  armd  bde). 

(i)  To  cross  HHINE  at  REES,-  take  3  Can  Div  under  command,  and 
capture  EMMERICH  and  the  HOCH  ELTEN  feature, 

(ii)  To  establish  a  bridgehead  and  bridge  the  RHINE  at 
EMNEEICH. 

( xrx )  To  revert  to  First  Cdh-  Army-  when  EKRICH  bridges  were  " 
built . 

( s)  8  Corps 


This  Corps  held  11  Armd  Div  (Army  reserve)  and  6.  Guards  Armd 
Bde  which  'was  required  Tor  XVIII  US  Airborne  Cops  as  early  as 
possible.  HQ  8  Corps  was  to  relieve  HQ  XVIII  US  Airborne 
Corps  (earmarked  for  a  possible  operation  elsewhere)  on  D  +  7 
taking  command  of  both' airborne  divs.  * 

,  fhe task  would  be  to  pass  through  the.  RIGHT  of  Second 
Army  bridgehead,  extend;  to.  the  line  DORSTEN' to  the  NORTH  and 
be  prepared'  to 'advance  WE.  '  •  ’ 


be- 'prepared'  to  advance  NE. 

(f.):;  In  Second  Army  reserve  were. /:- 


11  Armd  Div, 
34  Armd  Bde 


administered  by  8  Corps. 

;  "  '  "  12  Corps, 


Army  Troops  -  115  Inf  Bde •  33  Belgian  Eus  Bn;  2  3  4  5 


(g)  .M 


and  6  Dutch  Indop  Coys. 


The:  artillery  support  for  the  assault  by  Second  Army  was 

provided  by  1338  guns  from  25  pr  upwards! 

(h)  Engineers  . 

The  following  engineers  were  employed. in  the  army' group  operation: 

EE  and  Pioneers  37,000 
1':  A •  US, Engineers  .  22,000 

NAVAL  FORCES  r.  •  '.  ill  A'. 


191. 


Force  'U'  of  the  Royal  Navy,  consisting  of  45  LCM(3)  and  45  LCVP 

;  nOTtn  A  ”K'TnT7’ t  Q  ey  trt-A  ™  mL  —  ~  n  )  1  .  .  '  '  .  > 


,,  R  „  -Parties  ^  were .  provided  for  the  erection  of  booms  and  nets  on 

motorboats^tc1  °r  dealins  mth  saboteurs,  midget  submarines,  explosive 

.../On  Ninth 


On  Ninth  US  -Amy's  front/  similar  forces. from  the  US  Navy 
were  provided. 

FIRST  CDN  ARMY 

192.  (a)  2  Cdn' Corps 

(i)  On  passing  from  command  Second  Brit  Amy  to  be  prepared 
.  .  to  advance  with; -  . 

4  Cdn  Arrnd  Div  on  RUURLO  A  18  and  DELDON  V  2907 
'2  Cdn  Div  on  ZUTPHEN  E  99 
3  Cdn  Div  on  DEVENTER  Z  90 
2  Cdn  Amd  Bde 

and  protect  LIFT  flank  of  Second  Amy. 

(ii)  If  enemy  should  resist,  strongly  at  ARNHEM  against  1  Cdn 

Corps,  2  Cdn  Corps  would  attack  across  the  R  ISSEL  against 
APELDOQRN  Z  70,  probably  with  1  Cdn  Div. 

(b)  1  Cdn  Corps .  (5  Cdn  Amd  Div,  1  Cdn  Div  and  49  Div). 

(i)  To  assault  from  the  MUMEGEN  bridgehead  and  capture  ARNHEM. 

(ii)  To  advance  to  the  ZUIDER  ZEE  and  cut  German  communications 
with  Western  HOLLAND. 

C.  ENEMI  DIVISIONS  STRENGTHS  AND  LAYOUT  IN  THE  AREA 

193.  The  enemy  divs  opposing  21  Amy  Group  from  EMMERICH  down  to  the 
RUHR  were; - 

Four  para  d 
Three  inf  d 

.  One  panzer 
One  panzer 
One  inf  div 

. ....  with  another,  estimated  58,000  men  from  local  depots  and  training 
units  etc.  Further  SOUTH  opposite  Ninth  US  Amy  wore  four  more  Inf  divs. 
These  forces  nearly  all  came  from  First  Para  Army  of  Army  Group  'H' . 

From  MCERICH  REST  to  the  sea,  Twenty -Fifth  Amy,  consisting  .nominally 
of  30  and  88  Corps,  was  located. 

On  Ninth  US  Army's  front  it  was  estimated  the  enemy  had  about 
220  guns,  and  that  between  PSS  EL  and  EMMERICH  the  crossings  would  be 
opposed  by  about  400,  In  addition,,  something  like  1 , 500  HAA  guns  were 
known  to  be  deployed  in  and  .around  the  RUHR.  •  •' 

194*  On  21  Amy  Group  front  the  RHINE  was  kept  within  its  normal 

channel  by  a  complicated  system  of  dykes .  If  these  were  breached,  a 
rise  in  the  water  table  would  result  in  widespread  flooding  of  the  low- 
lying  areas  on  either  side  of  the  river.  The  normal  width  of  400  - 
500  yards  might  increase  to  as  much  as  3  miles;  on  an  average-  the 
velocity  was, .  about  3.5  knots. 

195*  There  were  no  normal  defence  lines  -along  the  EAST1  bank  of  the 

RHINE  similar  to  those  found  on  the  17E3T  bank,  except  at  such  places  as 
WE3EL,  REES  and  EMMERICH,  which  had  perimeter  defences. 

'  “  ...  A*  SUCCESS 


ivs 
ivs  ■ 


v  in  the.  line 


div 

grenadier  div)  .  in  immediate  reserve 
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D.  SUCCESS  ACHIEVED.  kg-rsm 

THE  RHINE  CROSSING  AND  EShDLISrliBNT  OF  THE  BRIDGEHEAD 

weather  had  generally  favour  ad  the  prie-D  Day  air 
programme.  •  In  addition-  to  the  fighter  effort,  by  D  D  ay  Bomber  Corriand 
had  flown  5243  sorties  and  dro pped  24,983  tons  while  VI II  and  IX  USk&Fs 
xlew  11, 06 7  sorties  ,  and  delivered  ,24,  500  t  ons  of  bombs.  This  heavy 
programme  culminated  in  an  attack  by  200  Lancasters  on  .VESSL  at  2230 
hours  just  before  1  Gdo  Bde  attacked  the  town,  •  •  ;  -v 

157.  Af  ter^  an  intense  artillery  preparation,  the  assault  waves  of 

four  bns  of  51  Div  entered  the  river  in  their-  LVTs  ( "Buffaloes")  at 
2100  hours  23  March,  and  seven. minutes  later  a  report  was  received  that 
the  first  wave  was  across.  til. crossings  were  .successful;  the  enemy 
was  thin  on  the  ground  in  the  area  of  the-  crossing  sites  and  our  counter¬ 
battery  programme  had  .effectively- neutralised  his  artillery.  During 
the  night  general  progress :  was : made  -and  the'  outskirts  of  BEES  were'' 
reached-,  n,  ..  ..---■  ■:  7  ,h  v ";.o  ■’ 


_ ■  -dt  2200  hours  the  Commandos  started  to  cross  (about.  2  rglles. 

WEST  .  ot  vvESEL)  and  half  an  hour  later  were  formed  up  -outside  bSSlIth-: . ' 

waiting  for  the  last  .bomb;  of •v,the, Lancasters  tp  fall  before,  attacking  the 
town.  3y  O3OO  hours  all  units  were  in  the  town,  Bde  EQ  being  established 
in  a  cellar  about  50  yards  from  the  HQ  of  the  UESEL  garrison.  This 
led  to  some  fierce  fighting  in  that  area  and  to  the  death  of'  the  German 
C-opaander* ....;  .l  k  f-  ..  ,,..v 

:k  1  ■  ,;pS0Q -hours  -  the  four  leading  bns  of  15  Div  were  .waterborne 
and^in  the  face;  of . light  .opposition  successful  crossings  were  made  and 
initial  objectives  seized  during  the  night."  As  eneigy  opposition 
developed  it  was  strongest  on  the  front  of  {the  LEFT  Bde.  . '  k 

198.  In  Ninth  US  Army  sector  JO" -US  Div  on  the  LEFT"  assaulted 
NORTH  of  OSSENBURG  at  0200  hours,  with  three  regts  abreast. At-  0300 
hours,  79.  US  Div- on,  the  RIGHT  crossed  with  two  regts;  up.  Resistance 
on  the  LEFT  -was  - strong,  but  bridging,  operations  were.-1  soon  under  way. 

199.  At  0952  hours  the  first  parachute,  serial  .arrived  over  the  ,„v 
target  and  until  I3O4  hours  the  drop,  proceeded  accurately.  Over  1 700 
aircraft  and  1300  gliders  were  employed,  and  some  14>.0P0  troops  were' 
delivered.  About  -56  aircraft  and  .under  4/§  of  the  gliders  were'  destroyed. 

Immediately  following  the  glider  landings  a  resupply  mission  . 
of  540  tons  was  delivered  in  240  aircraft,  which  flew  as,  low  as  200  feet ; 

16  of  these  aircraft  were  lost.  Over  90%  of’ the  supplies,  were  '  ,  { 

recovered.  ■  ;  "  ;  ;  •  •••-' '  •  ■-  •  ‘ ;  7  7 : s!. 

200.  -  The  airborne  assault  was  successful.  All  objectives- were  7  k 
taken  by  nightfall  except  that  513  Para  Inf  of  17  US  Airborne  Div  had'';11; 
to  deliver,  a  night  assault,  which  succeeded  in  capturing  the  high  ground 
in  the  heavily  wooded  area  NuRTH  of  DIEBSFoRDT.  Five,  bridges  over 

the  R  ISSEL  were  seized  intact,  and  HALvIilNKELN  was  in  the  hands  of 
6  Brit  Airborne-  Div.  vp,;;; 

The  Airborne  Dorps  took  3,500  prisoners  during.' the  day-*  --Ok- 


201,  The  ground  troops  continued- to  capture;  their  ‘Objectives 

during  the  day,  progress  being  quicker  after  the  airborne  drop.  In 
the  American  sector  DIHSLAKEN  A  33  was  captured  and  in  general  the  line 
of  the  road  DINSLAKEN  -  WESEL  was  reached.  Elements  crossed  the  : 
LIEPE  4  SEITM  Canal  near  LIPPENDORF  A  2338.  Glass  40  bridges  were  - 
open,  YESEL  was  cleared  by  the  Cdo  Bde  and  junction  made  with  1-7  US 
Airborrie  Div.  15  Div  captured  BAFFIN  and  MEHR  A  1248  and  made  contact  1 
with-  6  Brit  Airborne  Diy.  One  Class  9  bridge  was  working,  -  in  addition* 
to  numerous  ferries.  .  -'i 


/On  the  LEFT 
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On  the  LIFT  51  Div  made  progress,  but  opposition  at  REES  from 
Paratroops  was  very  stubborn.  The  bridging  and  raft  -sites',  near  REES' 
were  under  heavy  and  accurate  mortar  and  artillery  fire. 

202.  The  expansion  "of  the  bridgehead  anil  the  build-up  proceeded 

well,  though  progress  was  slower  in  30  Corps  sector  where  REES  held-  out 
: until  early  on  26  March..  .  .  .  ■  ■ 

The  US  Xyl  Copps  cleared  the  .area  EAST  and  SE  of  DDNSLAKEN  .. 
and  by  28  Marcia  were,. in;. SLAPBACK  on  the  RIGHT,  and  in  GAHLEN  A  34  and 
DORSTEN  A  44  on  the  LEFT . 4  17  US  Airborne  Div  with  6  Guards  Armd  Bde 

and  1  Odo  Bde  pushed  on  rapidly  NORTH  of  the  LIPPE  river  and  on  28 
1, larch  elements,  had  captured  HALTERN  A  64.  .  ■  ;  t 

_.  •  12  Corps  advanced  NE  and  reached  BQRKEN  A  36  and  RHEDE  A  26: 

with  7  Armd  Div  and  53  Div  respectively  on  28  March.  30  Corps  were  ’/ 
stubbornly  resisted  by  German  Paratroops  but  by  28  March  they  had 
secured  the  line  HAlDERN  A  15  -  I33ELBURG  A  .16  -  ANHOLT,  On  the  LEFT, 
where  2  Can'  Corps  had.  taken  command  of  the  sector,  EMMERICH  had  almost 
been  cleared  by  ' 28  March. 

THE  ADVANCE  TO  THE  ET.-R-r; 

While  Ninth  US  Army  continued  to  drive. BIST  aloAg  the  autobahn 
towards  HANOVER  and  the  ELBE,  Second  Brit  Army  was  directed  to 
the  ELBE  between" WITTENBERGE  and  HAMBURG. :  .. 

XVIII  US  Airborne  Corps  was  directed  on  MUNSTER-  with  6  Guards 
iirmd  Bde  under  command.  YiThen  MUNSTER  was  secured,  -'the  Guards 
would  revert  to  8  Corps,  and  the  Airborne  Corps  to  Ninth  US  Army. 

8  Corps,  (11  Armd. Div,  6  Brit  Airborne, Div  and  1  Odo  Bde)  Was 

:  directed  on  0SNABRIJC%  CELLE  and  UELZEN,;.  .  :.d  C  44, ■ 

12  Corps  (7  Armd  Div,  4  Armd  Bde  and  15,  52  and  53  Divs)  was 

directed,  on  RHEINE,  NIENBURG  and  LUNEBURG.  ,  ■ 

30  Corps  (Guards  Armd.Div,  8  Armd,  Bde  and  3,  45  and  51  Divs) 
was"  directed  'on'.. ENSCHEDE,  BREMEN,  and  HAMBURG.  7  .'.1 

204.  On  3  April,  when, they  reverted  to  Twelfth  US  Army  Group, 
elements  of  Ninth  US  Army  had  reached  the  R  WESER  SE  of  .HINDEN,  while!/, 
other  formations'  had  he gun'to  expand  SOUTH  beyond  HAMM.  \  ,//•'./  ,1*."" 

On  Second  -Brit  Army’s  front  the  break-out  can  be  sail  to  have 
started  on  28  March,  on  the  RIGHT  of  the  sector  where  the  bridgehead 
had  developed  more  quickly.  XVIII  US  Airborne  Corps,  8  Corps  and 
-12  Corps  forged  ahead  rapidly.  With  armoured  spearheads  followed,  by  1,.’ 
inf  who  dealt  with  by-passed  resistance  and  'thickly  wooded  areas  .' 

The  first  organised  Resistance  was  met  on  the  line  of  the  DORTMUND  - 
EliIS  Canal.  8  Corps  obtained  a  bridgehead  but  12  Corps  found  themselves 
up  against  Students  of  various  Officers’' Cadet  Schools  who  fought 
desperately  around  RHEINE  and  its  airfields.  Fighting  Went  on  from 
31  March  to  6  April.  ;  •  ; 

XVIII  US  Airborne  Corps  had  meanwhile  ceased  to  be  operational 
on  30  March,  and  17  US  Airborne  Div  and  6  Guards  Armd  Bde  passed  to  command 
XIX  US  Corps  (Ninth  US  Army)  . 


203.  (a) 
.  :  (b). 


Further  to  the  LEFT,  30  Corps,  who  had  broken  out  on  30  March, 
encountered;  stiff  opposition  from  SS  units  and  Para  Regts,  who  held  them 
up  at  LINGEN,  until  6  April,  8  Corps,  were  across  the  WEBER  on  7  April* 


and  by  11  April  were  attacking  CELLE  on  the  R  ALLER.  -  It  was  cleared.  ., 
the  following  day  and  the  advance  continued  to  UELZEN  where ,  opposition  . 
again  hardened  and  four,  days 3  fighting  was  necessary  to  reduce  the  pla.ee; 
tanks,,  inf,  demolitions  and  booby  traps  were,  again  the  main  source  of 
trouble..  LUNEBURG  was  cleared  on  1 8  April,,  and  by; 24  April  the  Corps- 
had  cleared  the  WEST  bank  of  the  ELBE  in  its  sector. 

"'  .  ... , /After 
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;  After  clearing  the  RHEINE  ar<?a,  12  Corps  moved  on  to  the 
WESER  and  made  an  opposed  crossing  in  the  HOXA  area.  Pushing  on* 

EAST - the’  Corps!  made' ; ;At;RE^HEM/ 53'Div  had\  a\f  ierce 
fight  against  SS  troops  Supported  by  88  mm  guns,  on  railway  mountings, 

'but  they  captured  the  place  on  12  April,  inflicting  heavy  losses  on  the 
enemy..  SOLTAU  was  cleared  on  24  April,  and  turning  NORTH  towards 
HAMBURG  the  corps  reached  its  sector  of  the  ELBE  on  26  April. 

Continuing  its  .advance  .from  LINGEN,  30  Corps  pushed  on  towards 
BREMEN  not  without  encountering  patches  of .desperate  resistance . from 
SS  troops.  On  18  April  regrouping  Was  effected  for  the  assault  on. 
BREMEN.  The  town  was  attacked  from  the  SOUTH  by  3  Brit  Div  and  from 
NORTH  of  the  I/ESSR  by  43  .  and  52  Divs.  Progress,  was  .  considerably 
hampered  by  inundations  and  bad  going,  the  port  being  finally  captured 
on  28  April.  30  Corps  operations  then  continued  NORTH  and  IT,?  to  , 
clear  the  peninsula  to  OUXHAVEN.  *  -  "  C 

.  OPERATIONS  OP  FIRST  CDN  ARMY 

205/  '  '  After  the  capture  of  EMMERICH  and  the  H00H  ELTEN  feature,  A 

2  Odn  Corps  passed  to  comm  ahd  First  Odn  Army.  The  Corps  made  a  rapid 
.  advance  NORTH,  through  ALMELO  and  to.  the  outskirts  of  DOESBURG  and 
ZUTPHEN.  On  2  April  1  Odn  Corps  attacked. from  the.  NIJMEGEN  bridgehead 
and  by  5  April  had  cleared  the  area  up  to  the  NEDER'  RUN.  Me  awhile, 

1  Brit  Corps  sector  was  taken  over  by  HQ  NETHERLANDS  District  under 
Army- Group  command.  '  • 

2  Gdn  Corps,  advanced  towards  OLDENBURG  securing  bridgeheads, 

•  across  the  EMSj  ZUTPHEN  and  DEVENTER  were  captured  and  1  Odn  Div  turned 
WEST  on  11  April  to  assault  across  the  R  IJSSEL  towards  APELDOQRN. 

•  ,  ln  conjunction  with  thjis  attack,  49  Div  (l  Odn  Corps.)  * 

at  tacked' 'and  cleared  ARNHEM  on  15  April,  and  5  Odn  Arm'd  Div  drove 
across  the  road.  isPELDOORN  -  AMERSFOQRT  and  reached  the  ZUIDER  ZEE  on 
18  April.  °  ;  '  '  _  :  h' ’  ■  - 


2  Odn  Corps'  advance  continued  on  a  wide  front  from  OLDENBURG 
to  GRONINGEN  and  LEBUWARDEN,  progress  on  the  RIGHT  •  was  slowed  down,” ' 
but  in  the  CENTRE  the  SOUTH  bank,  of  the  EMS  estuary  opposite  S/SDEN  was 
■.reached,  and  by.  26.  April  the  whole  of  NE' HOLLAND,  had  been,1  cleared  except 
for  a  small  .strip  of  coast  on  the  EMS 'estuary .  A  /'//A  A'..  :  A 

THE  LAST  STAGE  '  A  A-// 


6.  .  .  ..  ; Second  Army  plan  for  the  advance-  to  the  BALTIC  was  as  follows •  - 

(a)  8  Corps  (11  Armd  Div,  6  Guards  Armd  Bde,  1  Cdo  Bde, 

5  and  15  Inf  Divs,  and  6  Airborne  piv  earmarked 
Ivi  .A'S;,'  ,  .  for  .XVIII.  US  Corps  later).  To  establish  bridgehead 

A' ,  a; over  R  ELBE. near  LAUENBURG  and  advance  NORTH  to 
capture  .  LUBECK  and  clear  SCHK3SWIG-H0LSTEIN. 

(b) ,  X\,rIII  US  Corps  ( 7  US  Armd  Div,  8  US  Inf  Div  82  US  Airborne 

(.From  Twelfth  Div,  and  later  6  Brit  Airborne  Div).  To  cross 
,  ,  T-S  Army  Group.)  the  ELBE  about  8  miles  EAST  of  8  Corps,  advance 
: ANE.  and  protect. RIGHT. : flank ■  of  Second  Army,. 

(e)j  12  Gprps  To  cross  EID1I  xn  8  Corps  bridgehead,  swing  NWy 

protect  LEFT  flank  of  8  Corps  by  masking  HAMBURG 
:  ,  a  -.  ,  and  later  to  capture  ILLMBURG. 


207.  On  Second  Amy  front  there  were  elements  of  about  15  German 

diys  plus-r-a,  miscellaneous  collection  of  Units  drawn  from  local  depots' 
and  DENMARK.:  -too.a.A-n-  "  1:.  ,/A/  :/fA/;r  a h ■, ■  A  “■  ’ 


The  R  ; ELBE  was  about  300  yards  wide,  oh  an 


average . 

. . ./208 » 
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F.  CASUALTIES  SUSTAINED  BY  US  FROM  25  MARCH  TO  5  MAY 


Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

Total 

Allied  Contingents 

200 

508 

7 

715 

British 

4339 

13052 

539 

17930 

Canadian 

1503 

4743 

244 

6490 

Total 

6042 

18303 

790 

251 35 

SECTION  8.  FINAL  SUMMARY  AMD;  SOME'- POINTS  ■  OP/.XNTEEEST 


Hi  ^TRanGTri  OF  THE- FORCE  ON  5  MAY  1  945  (excluding  US  Forces).  • 

213.  (a-)  Formations 

Armd  Divs  -V  7 

Inf  Divs  •  11 

Air corn  e  Divs  1 

Independent  Armd  Bdes  9 

(b)  Personnel 

Allied  .Contingents  1,803  Officers  32,715  Other  ranks 
Canadian  12,166  "  172,498  » 

British  42,216  »  759,183  " 


■Total  :  56,185  "  964,396  " 


(c)  Tanks  9248 
Guns  6584 

21 4.  C  .  ■•  .Second  Tactical  Air  Force 

Aircraft  Fighters  said  fighter 


bombers  1 , 044 
Medium  bombers  21 6 
Recce  aircraft  etc  340 


Total  ;  1,600 


Total  sorties  flown  during  the  campaign  260,000. 

B.  ENEMY  LOSSES 

21 5-  (a) . Prisoners 'taken  before  capitulation  417,000 

■  Capitulated  troops  y  ■} }  590*  000 

(b) .;u;nAA Very-- rough” oitliirtf'bf ^eneny  losses  in  guns  is 

15,000  -  16,000,  but  accurate  figures  of  those: 
captured  and  destroyed  are  not  yet  available. 

Some  1,400  tanks  and  SP  guns  were  destroyed. 

(c)  Total  number  of  enemy  divisions  destroyed  or 
written  off  was  : - 

Panzer  1 

Para  3 

Infantry  18 

Z?  -  a:.  ■■ 

xn  addition,  about  32  divisions  in  all  capitulated  on 

.5  May  1945-  ..  .  ..  a,' 

Total  number  of  different  enemy  divisions  engaged  •- 


Panzer  and  panzer  type 

-13  ■ 

Para 

9 

Infantry  and  infantry  • 

type’  ' 

60 

82  ' 

.../o.  total  of 
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-C.f.  TOTAL  21  ARMX,,GRQUa...CASUAL1IES  SINCE  D.DAY 


217.  Nat  tonality. . . 

.Killed...; 

..  Wounded 

Missing  . 

. .  Total 

Belgian 

73 

253 

35 

.  .  361  . 

Czech 

165 

,  438 

11 

61  2 

Dutch 

.31 

133 

1 

165 

Poles 

1163 

3840 

371 

5374 

British 

30379 

98125 

1 5480 

143984 

Canadian 

10307 

31120 

2531 

43958 

TOTAL  '  ... 

4211 8 

133907 

10429 

194454 

D.  ROYAL  NAVY  AND 

MERCHANT 

NAVY  IN  SUPPORT  OP  21 

ARMY  GROUP 

OPERATIONS 

218.  Approximate  to 

tal  strength  of  RN  personnel .was  -  125,000 

Casualties  sustained  by  RN  .  .  . 

"  7,564 

219.-  Casualties  to  i 

craft  from  D  Day-  to  D 

+ 

0 

Damaged 

Total  Loss  Total 

Warships 

. 

84 

26 

110 

Merchant 

vessels 

52 

24 

76 

Other  craft 

514 

217 

731- 

TOTAL 

650 

267 

917 

220.  Enemy  vessels  destroyed 

Destroyers  -  2 

R  Boats  _  1  .  . 

E  Boats  -  27  " '  : 

Midget  submarines  -  38 

221 .  Sweeping  operations  - 

Ports  swept  -  30  (including  CHERBOURG,  BORDEAUX,  HAMBURG 

,  ROTTERDAM  and  the  whole  length  of  the 

KIEL  Canal). 

Ships  mined  -  IS 2 

Minesweeper  casualties  -  16  sunkj  33  damaged. 

222.  Personnel,  stores  and  equipment  landed  on  the  Continent 
(excluding  US). 


.  .  ./Personnel 
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Personnel 

- 

1,715,967 

Stores 

- 

6„'915,175  tons 

Vehicles  of  all  types 

338,282 

E.  THE  MULBERRIES 

223.  These  were  designed  to  have  an  eventual  capacity  of 

of  stores  and  2,500  vehicles  per  day. 

12,000  tons 

The  floating 
some  50,000  tons  of 
caissons,  each  some 

piers  and  pierheads  were  of  concrete  and  steel, 
steel  being  used  in  their  construction.  Concrete 

200  ft  long  and  varying  in  weight  from  2,000  to 

6,000  tons  were  sunk  with  a  number  of  coasters  to  provide  the  deep 
water  anchorages. 


The  equipment  weighed  over  one  and  a  half  million  tons  and 
was  towed  across  the  Channel  by  132  British  and.  American  tugs, 

E.  ANTWERP 

224-.  Between  12  October  1944  and  30  March  1945,  5,960  V  bombs  fell 
in  the  ANTWERP  area,  killing  731  soldiers  and  3,515  civilians. 

A  barrage  of  Heavy  AA  guns  (192  US  and  1 30  British)  with  72 
searchlights  (British)  was  deployed  for  the  defence  of  the  port.  The 
efficacy  of  these  measures  so  increased  that  during  the  last  seven 
days  of  the  attacks,  they -were  shooting  down  97%  of  the  bombs. 

Meanwhile  25,000  tons  of  stores  per  day  were  being  discharged 
at  the  port. 

G.  AMMUNITION 


225.  Total  tons  expended  -  722.546, 

Artillery  ammunition  expended  - 

25  pr  -  13,082,005  rounds 

Other  ammunition 

up  to  2A0  mm  -  4,498,159  rounds 

H.  ENGINEER  STATISTICS 

Over  1000  bridges  were  built  of  British  "Bailey" 
equipment.  Total  length  over  30  miles. 

The  longest  were  three  multi-span  fixed  bridges 
over  the  RHINE  each  some  1,8000yards  in  length 
and  a  floating  "Bailey"  over  the  MAS  of  1,440 
yards . 

Stone  quarried  -  2,000,000  tons 

Oil  pipe  line  laid  -  1 , 200  miles 

Airfields  constructed  or  repaired  -  125,  representing 
an  equivalent  of  2,020  miles  of  roadway  20  feet  wide. 


226.  (a) 

00 

.(c) 


